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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Sunk Without a Trace By HAROLD GRAYiiUr i AA
KJRBUSH

HUMPH- - HERE'S AHONEST, MR. SHERIFF'
FUNNY ONE, FROM A LITTLE

l&fllSS TREAT HAS VANISHED
from her. office, locked

From within- - not a trace,not a mark of any kind,to tell what
it is ominous- -

TOWN FIVE HUNDRED MILESrealize that he waa ausnected. Tlmler BUT
IT'S

NOT I

POSSIBLE"

AWFUL WILD COUNTRY 'ROUND
THERE AND THIS 'PLANE JUST

HAPPENED TO WAKE UP SOME
FELLER LIVIN' IN A CABIN H6
CLAIMS TO HAVE FOUND TH'
PARACHUTE AND BIG TRACKS
LIGHTIN' OFF 'CROSS COUNTRY

AWFUL FAST- - QUEER STORY
BUT I GOTTA KEEP MY

SHE WAS IN HER
OFFICE, WITH TH'
DOOR LOCKE- D- WE

HEARD HER, HOLLER,
SORTA, AND NOW

SHE'S OIS'PEARED',
AND VOL) SAW FOR
YOURSELF TH' DOOR
WAS STILL LOCKED
FROM INSIDE AND

the mattress? No, everyone hid things
there it would be the first place to
look. Behind a chest of drawers?
No, it could be plainly aeen if it
dropped to the floor.

FROM HER- E- fT SAYS A
BIG AIRPLANE , WH NO

LIGHTS, WAS SEEN TO DROP
SOMETHING OUT THAT
THEY THINK WAS SOME-
BODY IN A PARACHUTE- - IT

WAS MOONLIGH- T- THOUGHT
THEY HEARD THIS PARTY
H8LLERIN; ON TH' WAY DOW- N-

'TENTtON ON THIS MYSTERY IBhe flew Into her bathroom. f TAINT E
Wso METHIN'

POSSIBLE- - I ' CREEPY tfa about allV' 'Jiiinr
HERE TO HOM- E- J

V ALL TH WINDOWS
V SHU- T-
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snatched down towels already there
and draped the soiled one over a
bar. Then across it she bung other
bath towela and, over them, several
face towels. r

Feeling very well satisfied with the

--njrg band, clenched unconseiaus-- 1

Z "Whoever bs that towel will
"'.mfthlnz to say to me!" he

blessed little neck,
? I Iok everjwherel Don't

VrfZm Wo b"" drawers"
sbS?e my housewifely prkl-th- e

utmost." Linda made
W' ' ib, rubbed her throat

t -- th. aw
bnrned. too."

Vl mTu's collar protect, hli neck

f tent. One or two may

Mch of it, but you're not apt
U'Ji everyone In the tarn bouse

. sanie salve, either. That
"" J! smell makes the atuff

But while you're looking

JJJ. et ointment In th. various

find th. towel, shall I take

I"?"'., . It that stuff really

place of concealment, she dabbed
powder on her nose and hurried after
Tom.

Coming demurely downstairs, Linda
heard voices in the room beneath and.
at the foot of the stairs met the three haoiu (flips'

fei. v sTT. ot ki?i'0,4 lj O.M.tl1l

Bv LYMAN YOUNGTIM TYLER'S FLYING LUCK

guests whom she would least have
liked to encounter five miuutea be-

fore DeVos, Statlander and Marvin
Pratt. She greeted them with friend-
ly solicitude and suddenly altered her
plans. This was the time to broach
the next step in her campaign.

"There's no word of Dr. Boyle,"

lira

she said, "and there's more than a
fair chance that he won't get back
until late tonight. Do you know, I'll
feel much better satisfied if you will
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stay the night here, lou are not in

Ji It'll be obviously soiled. That
suspicion to have

Appear. I mean But will it be

lte in the day?
tt.En finding it later In the laun-U- ,

But forsomething.mold mean

.,'. " Llnd"' Iook nowl StP
Ikint and get busyl"
--Here g!" 8h wnt 1""lrd

,1,1, own bathroom.

ffh, start there?"
"t. would be a slick trick, wouldn t
to plant it on us while we were

downstairs? But probably it
Ji't here-- l'U ust make sure.

.1 1ia ATim MflfK fit

conveniencing us a bit in fact, we
like to have you. And it will ha so
much plensanter if you don't feel you
have to rush off to get n late train
to town. Do let me tell Tom that

0I5APP6ORAHCB

you'll stay over and thn we can see
tomorrow how you fct aliout going
In."
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Standing a step or two above them
sho bad the advantage of being able
to study their faces carefully and on
nono but Marvin's did sho decry any

ropicion, Mndn listened carefully at

th, door of their room.

"I hope everyone a nuivinum
FORTweTIMEvi

By MARTINA Cinch!BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

sign of displeasure at the suggestion.
DoVos, readier than the others, bowed
with a quick, gracioua inclination and
answered :

"I ahall be dellghter, Madame. That
is most kind of you. But please do
not think yon must ask us because
of our convenience. I for one wish
to do whatever makes It easiest for
yon."

She smiled as the othera murmured
their agreement.
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'''This would, I assure you. I

uld "It seems Quire up nere.

Tom looked out the window. "De-T-

nd Btntlander aro down on the
Uwo. Shnughnessey would have no

rnion to be up here and that leaves

Fratt only."

"TH have to take a chance on him.

He'd be least curious of them all and

ril set very much the housewife if I

mt him. In fact, I'll go and knock

on bis door and. If he answers, l ean

think up something to ask him."

Determining by this simple strata-It- a

that Pratt's room was empty, as
ns the bathroom which he and the
Belfiin shared, she started her search
It the other end of the hall. Plenty
of towels there, but not so many
tith towels. How lavish men wore

b their use! Two different brands
tl sharing cream and one standard
unburn ointment but not one she

ued, Only one other possibility the
hthroom st the other end of the hall
which Mr. Stratlander alone was

couldn't bear the idea anyhow of your
going back, all of you, to the city. If
it's hot here, New York must be an
oven. But I understand bow you felt
earlier. Now you, have had to stay
thia long, we'd both for rather have
you atay over tonight. Then we won't
all be watching the clock and wonder
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L c hia serhci. iscisiq. u. Mt, orr. r

ing when Dr. Boyle is coming and, if
he Is late, trying to hurry mm wmcn
would probably have just, the op-

posite effect"
"I " (Mr. Statlander cleared his

throat) "Thai is quite agreeable to
me. Mrs. Avenll. if you are sure."

When she ssw It Bhe could hardly 'Tm sure it is most pleasant for
ns," said Linda firmly. "And you,
Marvin?"

At the direct challenge he met her By GEORGE McMANUSBRINGING UP FATHER

believe her eye. Creased but the
oeues running roughly from end to

nd as though pulled strongly apart
from the hems and, marking the
central one, an unmistakable amear
of yellowish grease. She smelt it

jei, that was the characteristic
eimphor smell! Then with a quiver
of retrospective fear, she lifted the

eyes with that curious effect of al
most shamefaced reluctance.

"If you wish," he eaid curtly, and
she stood asulo to let them pass.

"That's fine. I'll tell Tom and
he'll be as pleased aa I. Diuner is
vory soon now you won't dress, of
course. We'll be here when you arc

towel slowly and placed it around ncr
throjt. No, thnt didn't seem quite
riebt. She reversed the ends, and
bit the smeared crensea against the
sot skin at the back of her neck.
In, it had been pulled that way.

Shs found It not An a towel bar

ready."
In the formal drawing room she

saw her husband struggling witn the
balky leg of a folding bridge taole
and ahe hurried in, sure that he hadtor slung carelessly,.... .V. ...V -- - ,1... lultnn A, lA overheard enough of the conversation
to know ita tenor. As ho started tohamper, otherwise empty. She knew

speak Linda cut in, breathless and ex

HtftifaoWfiHTBKTOKMOOU ErTK f HELLO POPj
TlL MAKE

" oil A VItlrT il'JHE'LLDRWEMEMAO.FHETiTAYsl THEw" 0"ZoZfZ xZe
fc WStEMTOFFIrTfH SrrERED ME JAROUND HOME rjT-- TCTioNARY.
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cited.
"They'll stay!"

one own t drop nnytning into a Hamp-
er by accident. One lifted the lid and
did it deliberately. And men, she reas-

oned, especially never
bothered with hampers. They ex--

"Yes. I heard. That'a good. But,
Linda"

Again she was so full of her own
towels, slways ready, and to have
loued ones spirited away by the nana

news that she interrupted him.
"And Tom I found the towel!"

Eagerly she poured out her story,
women had had the room, the clew of while he paused, the table

in bis hand, and listened witn grow
ing concern. When ahe finished he
whistled softlv.

ue hamper would mean less. out a
Ben!

While she bad been thinking Linda
ted snatched from the bar a used
flee towel, straightened the remaining

I AW, SHE DON'T REftLLVJi HER HOUOlN' (ME HAN' I s I DiNftH, YOO'RE DOINCi I I MEN-- AND I I STOP VOUR iKFeRL
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tJ?r,.5TAT- -re mis?pi. Mie hoped of course
tkt it would not be. Then, drnpitig

"Binks. that is a find! Why didn't
I give him the works this afternoon?
We really had a lot to do the fall

advertising campaign, you know and
I got ao engrossed that I didn't real-

ize time wna passing till I aaw Rosie

going out with the tray. Then It
was too late and I thought you could
nail him later, or I could. But that
changes thincs entirely."

Abstractedly he snapped down the
remaining leg, slipped the table be-

hind a tall sofa and they drifted to-

ward the door.
"Oh, and Binks," be began. "I saw

something "
"Sh-sh!- " Linda motioned for si-

lence. There was a step overhead,
and a man's deep murmur, then,
eienrly, llosie's familiar voice.

(To Be Continued)

orrui UinRS sue un.i tuiietL,:..
seglijently over her arm, she retreate-
d ll quicldy as she could without
Irtnallv mnnin in nfo hnrbor

f her own room.
Tom hml conA lnwn. Thnt was

iFDgihln nf 1,1m Ttf if wn. Jl.nn.
Pointing, too. She would have liked
w ihow him her prize. Now she must
'e it. Anyone who knew enough to

jooceal it in the first place might try
trace it nnrl wi.h tlia T
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