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"Linda, you're sure yoo don't

mind having other people drive your
car?"

"Not anyone as careful ae you,
she hazarded and saw that It was
the right answer.

Til only run DcVos over and
come right back."

Shaughnessey started for the gar-
age, Marvin with him. Linda was
alone with Tom, and by unspoken
agreement they strolled out the case-
ment window, across the flags on
which earlier that day had lain tho
twisted body of Cousin Amos, and
over the gross to a little cluster of
garden furniture.

"I feel as if I were in a Shake-

speare play," Linda said. "First
Murderer, Second Murderer, Third
and so on."

"By process of elimination. I
couldn't actually make him prom-
ise to join me here when be came
back from taking Mr. DeVos to
the S toners. But you'll be there
witb Mr. Statlnnder isn't he a
demon for graphs and averages?

and you can steer him out on
the lawn. Marvin, I menn."

"Shaughnessey's been stifling
yawns ever since he came over
from the garage. I can guess how
much writjng he'll do." Evidently
Tom had much the same opinion
as she of this guest's good inten-
tions. "So obviously Pratt's elected."

Without hli being able to help
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Thn, if It is quite agreeable

There s something very much
on his mind, Tom, I admit He
doesn't act exactly guilty but he
does act queer. First we thought
t was the only one he wanted to
talk to but now he ducks me every
chance he gets."

'I noticed that. He was reluc-

tant as the devil even to make or-

dinary conversation with you. At
half a chance he'd bolt the place."

"He'll bear watching and yet I

Jfaume" (lie mnne a mue dow
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for the later afternoon and so
iJ pted us to be her, by honestly don't think "

Tea," said Linda. "The boat's

DeVos, of course I shall Te-

laE: here all afternoon and we'll
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nt 4. If nil of you car to come
rtk for that. It would please me
w much, but if not "
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ntr broke In on th little pause.
fT ihonld have gotten down to

"Well (to ovrr your figures this
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"This is what you must find out.
Linda." Tom spoke quickly and
seriously. "What happened between
him and Cousin Amos when he
stopped on his way downstairs last
night? Why was he so standoffish
at the dance, even to you? Did
he go to bed as soon as he went
to his room this morning? How did
he happen to hear yon foil and not
hear Cousin Amos and the ruction
before that?"

Tom looked at his watch.
"Statlander will be down any mo-

ment, Binks. Stay here if you can
till we are through. You're in plain
sight from the house and the kitchen
and the bay. Not that I think
anything will happen, but It's just
as well I've locked Cousin Amos
room locked the casement from
inside end then the door into the
hall. No one could get in, either
from the hall or from the balcony.
Later we must look in their in case
there's any evidence, but don't let
anyone else go In. And if anyone
nsks to, on any excuse, be sure to
tell me. But above all. don't go off
the place! That's serious, Linda!"

(To Be Continued)
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Before the furnace fire begins dry-

ing out the house, take an oil can
and do your bit for every door, every
lock, every window and hinge.
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