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upstairs with Cousin Amos? Had he
been taken 111 in the night and did ha
need-help- ? 8honld she go hack?

1 slight scuffle of feet over her
head on the little balcony startled
her. Could the old man hare bad a
fainting spell stroke serhaps?
There was aomething strange about
that subdued, shuffling sound I If
only Tom, swimming away from her
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so unconcernedly, would turn so that
she could ware him backl

Over her head there was a quick
jumble of steps, an exclamation, and
suddenly a cracking, rending, tearing
sound. From above came hurtling a
figure headfirst turning in the air,
not two feet from where she stood,
rooted and horrified, under the pro-

jecting balconyto crumple in sicken
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ed toward her. Cousin Araos! A
step forward, and she was kneeling
beside him, tremblingly smoothing
that drawn, white face, breathlessly
gasping bis same. The eyelids quiV'
cred and toe blue, childlike eyes
looked up at her at first blindly, then
with dazed recognition.
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There was no answer, nor could

Cousin Amos ever tell her more.- ,

Horror-stricke- n as she was over
the old man's death, Linda grasped
the significance of those few broken
words. He was trying to tell ber
something. He had told her a little.
"Over" "No he threw" She
was sure she had caught that last

JL hain't had much pleasure fromr. 4 i.A hnH no enjoyed the Who Is Telling Who? By MARTINBOOTS AND HER BUDDIES
fctir yesterday! Since no one elee

combs, why not at least ask
t--t At his room door aha atop-T-Z

l vtiim About a foot
HUW

yoa wfcGfc ItVUVi' VOO TMVb ???
Pit She remembered that he had.;

tilrht. Then faint gasp. Someone had been there you're m..w MEA m
Li thought of the step she had heard nisV i i is i. i j uau ii 'mmitw Trrrrz: n ,i)''' ' Ithe hall, uunous u" duuuiu

...u. i.:. nnm an earlr! He had
l. ni4 mnlrl have done

he had not fallen I

Instantly she was on her feet Grief
and fury banished any thought of
fear. She mustn't stay here she
couldn't help Cousin Amos now or
ever except by finding who was up
there. She was flashing through the
central hall, a quick streak of crim-
son jersey and tanned flesh. Up the
stairs no attempt now to hide her
flying atcps. His door was exactly
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A silent, empty room, btralght
through Linda went, her mind on one
thing only, toward the open casement
She glimpsed the green lawn and be-

yond the blue water of the Sound.
She even noticed, subconsciously, that
Tom had turned back and was almost
to the float But nearest of all she
saw a broken, torn railing, the top
bar wrenched apart, , the narrow,
graceful Bpindlcs careening drunkenly
in every direction. She did not know
whom she expected to see but there
was no one on the balcony. The
shock of it brought her to a rigid stop.
She came to herself she must go
back, call Tom

She started to turn and in that
second caught a dark blur moving be-

hind her. A cloth thrown around her
neck from behind prevented aound
nnd, twisted tightly, prevented also
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sudden appalling squeak filled her
rith renewed alarm lest the sound
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ward into abyssmal blackness,
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California is spending $180,000 a

year to rid the state of a vine that
is a costly pest to motorists. It is the

"puncture vine," a creeping plant
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