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CONTHAR\' to the expectations of
= tha doctor and to all rules of eon-
walehcence, Dona did not sufler g sst-
bhack, Asper brought her newa from
the room down the hall, news that
he made encopraging and bright. He
wax kitting on the foot of her bed
amiling at her in his rough way when
Dona suddenly  remembered  some-
thing.

UWhore I8 Dud? T haven't seen
kim winee yesterday afternoon*

Aspor’s wida wmile faded and he
tried to give her an mnwwor that was
easunl, “Oh, he'n around hore*

_ "Something has happened to Dud,'"
sha snld Mimply, “Better tsll ma all
sbout I, Dad, 1 won't make any
funn."
ety

Tionn's waft lips cureed into a sud-
den smile that bawildered the troubled
Asper. Blio was actunlly smiling,

“WWhen did ha go?" she naked,

Asper grunted with distinet disap-
proval. Donn was # pussle to him in
a great many ways, Hero she was
witting up in bed looking almost happy.
In faot eadisnt, whils he told her
that her hosband had gone.

“He'll eome baek.” lLlona gaged
dreamily out of the window as aho
ana Hhe won not thinking about

udley Winters exespt to ba fhank-
ful that he had made the way ont
very eany, “He's chusing some crazy
elew." sho gdded.

“He may not come baok at all. He
Ieft protty permanently,” Asper fin-
fnhed lamely,

Daona replied with a Uttle laugh,
Rhe reached out and took her fath-
er's hand, With a squeess, abe pull-
ed him around tntil she eould look
into his oyew. Awper ghve her hin at-
tentlon: with sudden interaeat.

“T hope 1t In  permanent,"
whispered,

Asper wported but not with com-
plete conviction.

“Beesusa ho fa mot your mon-In-
law" Donn'a cheeks colored heantl-
fully, her l"hl.lht;m',.

she

Asper ganad st har withaut speak-
ing. Hin mind was {lashing back over
the happenings of the past few weskn
and ho wan checking vp many little in-
cidents.  Finally hesamiled and pat-
tad her hand. Ha wan too reliaved to
be angry, “How and why did you do
$£7" he naked,

Tt was Dyd's tden. Ho gob the
eortiflcate signed up apd we wars to
use [t to get you back to the ety

nn was werlops now,

“You would have married Winters
to sava your old dad?” Ha anked
the question, knowing the answer,

Dona sgueezed hin hand.  Asper
ot to hin feet with & weak attemnpt
at a grunt, “I better got in and aen
mbout that ernsy buckaroo,” ha spld
gruffly an he strode to the door.

“Take good carp of him" Dana
ealled after him.

The doctor came In and found her
curled up with lier chin propped in
the palms of her hands and hnr lipa

arted In n dreamy aoills, He stood
ooking down on her in surprine,

“You will not nend any attentlon
from tnhe," he grooted her, “You are
ﬁ'llwI mont alive of any poaflent T aver

Al
*I'm gotting up protty soon,’” Dona
nnouneed.  “I"i going to help with
ur new patlent.”

Tha dovtor looked keenly at her,

FY¥ou eannot belp with him,  You will
o more good by meting Just an 1 tell
1}

*Tomorrow T will? Donn made a
buestion of it

SWatll wee” the doctar was sud:
wnly all professionnl dignity, *With
ou and your fathar hol{n"nund n-
or foot T conld do nothing for him
nd be la n vory slck man” :

Donn aeoapted the ruling with res-
eryntions, but she did aceapt It, Bhe

stated briefly, ¢

priae,
we thought?" Dona asked slowly.
would never lot me any & word or hutt
step.  Ha wan hot and tired, but he
wan enger for news abaut Btan,
the kid all right?" he aakoed,

' vl
pn: ﬁromlln
shot " AMalloy wan plainly surprined.

thought he waa getting awny with an-
other killing and I shot him,"

for a full minute, then lis grin apréad
widely.
wald and started to get up,

n lot of questions,' Donn said amil-
Ingly.

the porch step.

he strode inalde,
Btan Ball,” Dona maid simply.

over the ridpe.' Malloy spoke delih-
erately,
balf all vight.”

herself. Mnlloy had said mors than
his might have, had he Anow that she
only knew half of the story.
accounts for all hin elding she walil
with a wmile that hinted she hHad
known all the timn,

aa ha clanked down the sieps,

bod learned to have a greent deal of
respect for the tall medienl man who
norved ap company dicior.

That afternoon Asper carrind Dona
out on the porch and fixed her in a
mass of pillows where she conld look
ant over tha valler. He st down be-
wlde her wpd gazed refloctively out
over hix timbor holdings.

*Tell mo what really happened to
you while you were riding?’ Dona
finally asked,

“I rode down loto Pass Creek
Asper began,

UAnd fotind Just what T faund,"
Dona out fn. "I tried to tell you
but you woull naver let me'

.’up!r nodded, “I wieh T had lisl-
ennd.’

“And then what "

“I eayght Swergin on the trall and
digarmed him. 1 (ntended to bring
him in but one of his men came up
belilnd ve and I was covered, Swer-
Kin took ma te'a enhin and tied me
up.''  Asper's eyes grow dark as he
remembered.

“Ha threatened you?" Dona anked
breathlessly,

“He told me hin whols ackemn of
rabhery, then went out and set fire
to the cabin'  Asper tossed his black
Cighr awny,

"The cownrd]" Donn gasped,

“Ball eame in und waved me. 1| sent
him on down hare to hend Hwergin
off and I atayed to fight the firs and
keap It out of the timher Asper
stapped aa though abont to add some-
thing.

YDA Btan Ball tell you why he
enma back?" Donn asked,

Her question was answered by
volen from the steps. Donn and As-
per turned to mea n dusty cowhaoy
standing grinning at them: It was
Malloy, “I went after him," Malloy

“You dld?” Aspor showed hin sur-

“You knew Btan Ball was not what

“Knew It from the start but ha

In'"  Malloy sat dawn on ths top

“In
*You onn sea him tomorrow,” As-
Il that rat, Bwergin, get In a

It wap Dona  who amawered, “I

Malloy looked at her unhellevingly
“You fan a mean gun' he

“Don't run off, I 'want to ask you

Mallay grinned and dropped back on

1 botter meo nbout

Asper got up.
) EVllh a wink.at Malloy,

my patient.”
ST want you to tell me all about

Malloy dodged a reply,

“"How about thia feller, Wintara?"
Malloy anked hluntly,

“We warn not marcied,  We tried
to fool father and make him lsave
this eountry with us'  Donn spoke
frankly, too,

“That's why he (olt free to skip
out with that littls memorite from

"1 figured he wan about

Donn started, then got a grip on

“Thint

Malloy nodded wnd got up again,
‘T'l be buck If you want me,™ he sald

(Te Ba Concluded)
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