Mnﬁer o, m

showing unusual Interest.

Dimly thyough & whirling black | "Ball shot the roan from under
ist Dona heard, vaguely at firse, |ber' Asper snapped.
3 Leary voloh Her eyelids fluttered " s ®
and slowly opened.  Above her bent
the wind-bardened featutes of Swer-
Hoe was fanning her with bis
and muttering loudly.

“pyl get that diety skunk” he
pritted.

Srelng that ehe was coming around
ganned more vigorously and his
pg month spread in a smile,
wyon're all O, K. now," be rum:
pled and let her bead sink to the

Fais questioning by his corral man. In-

Dous smiled wenkly and closed | stend bo leaned forward eagerly, He
yer eyon. Sho wan striving to re- [was graxping at every shred of com-
pemher what hnd lnppened,  The : fort he could find, “Swergin,” he re-
yoan hand gons wobbly from a bullet, | plisd.

s Ball had been trying to head| Malloy granted and  Jerked his
por off and there bad been a raca, |cinch tight, “T'l take a hand from
Tora wondered what had breome of | now on' he drawled. Facing Awper
the roan. | ha asked mnother question, Wil

u] eouldn’t pot him for fear of | #he—that is, is she bad hurt?"
fiiting you" Bwergin went on. “I'l| Asner got a grip on himself. “The
get bim and got him good,” he added Doc snys she will make [t if we ure
by wny of Teasmurance. | eareful,  You rush thet young fool

gwergin pleked her up and ear- |10
el ber to his borse, He mﬂnn'.eﬂ|
with her in his arms, s feat that
enly he eould have accomplished.
Qarefully, be rode down the moun-
falp and inta eamp.

Sworgln  delivered Dona  to  her
!att:a:-‘: arms. and rushed for the | Asper walked out on the porch
dnctor.  Asper varried his danghter and paced up and down. He was
o her tonm tenderly. Fe was M0y growing angry at Dudley for
trembling with fear as he bent over | his prolonged ahbsence. ..\!'t-.'r n hnlf
wer silent form. |Im|:r ha  heard ht_\l'ill‘:‘ hoof beats

The doctor came. Rapldly he anil guw Malloy riding in. Malloy was
workod over Donn's limp form. As- nlons and ke eams straight to the
per stood ronted to the spot. I;inl‘“! building.
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Malloy's eyes parrowed. He stood
still for a long wminute, then bk
swnng aroond, a quesr light in his
oyes. “1 belleve 1'll do a little rid-
lug, after I round wp Winters," he
snid slowly.

Aspar  wtood  pervously,
tha tall eowbor saddle up,

“Who brought in the news?" Mal
loy asked.

Asper di1 not flare up at this

watching

“I'l have blm home In no time
Mallay promized nz he loaped Inta
the saddle. He galloped across the
clearing as  thineh he knew just
whern ha was going.

. .

eren never waverlng from Tona's Asmer met him at the hottom step.
whita fte “Whera is ha?" he demanded
Fimalle the modical man turned| Malloy shook his head, alowly, “T

have | wnsn't able to find him'" he ml-
You'l) [mitted. “I'll go out ngnin”

*Fau actnd Ike you knew right
whiers te go Asper eald, plainly
warried,

“I would have het a saddle on i
| Malloy answarnd slowly,
“Tinlegs complientinns ent in, il ;"\\;Tmrn il you look?¥'

il T'm sure,” The |NEER
;?—;',;ﬂ;ﬁzr:rg:r"[_r;:glrmr ,,I fow haot- Malloy p:whr-r{ h.'!r'k' hi= ‘“‘f r:nrl
tles nnd other thinzs ke might nepd. | Met the 'lm!l:'?‘ King 5 questioning

Aspor gtond helplassly in the cén- raly, “Whera T'va seen him
tor of the flaoe. The doctar mn- he nnswered eveniy,
toned him outaide. *Yoo might hunt Asper grunted _i‘“-T 1‘Sfl:l-r1 townrd
up her husband.* he sagrested. the open doar. “Get him hore as

-

to Asper. “Bad shook. Must
pad a fall from her horse,
pave to keep hor in bed for some
fime.  8he most have conutant atton-
ton for 24 hours"

VT she moke 163 Asper whis-
phrad, Lonrsely, Aepar

. . goon A von ean he ordered.
Asmnr walked) ontsife. He met| Malloy Ilinzered on the hottom
Eworgin coming out of hin offiee, | SteD, and Aener halted ta esa what

ha wanted, “Can she talk?? the caw-
hor askod.
*“Not vntil tomorrnw,” replied As-
per, ehaking hiz head.
- - .

The timber hoss was In a
ey, but Asper stonped him.
“What happenad? he demnnied.

T enme upon her and she was
running awny from Ball"™ Swergin
anewered  slowly,

“Rall? Asper's eyos darkonad;

“Yeou, he shot hor horse fram un-
dor her Swergln went o, "Wanted
to get hor I guess, bat I opened up
on' him."

“Mid von gt Kim ™ There was a
filnty light in Asper's eéves, |

“T had to stop and pick her np,
but T think T planted one in him"

Swergln moved to gn on,

great

Asper returned to hin danehter's
voom and sat down, He watehad
Nepe aoft lips move [n 'n soundless
mumbhle,  Bending elose, he tried to
enteh the words, Tn her hany une
econscionenezs  gha  sdemed o he
wirigeling to =ponk a name

Asper got np and paced ontsiie,
Sho was calling for Dudley, he was
ayee, and {he old man's bload Hented
| ni he waited impatiently for the res

Wi¥lare ars vou  gelng?' Asper | M of the missing husband.
demnnded impatiently, Axper wouldl have bBeen  really
“T'm moing out to finleh the fobh [worrled had he known the nams

thnt Dona was repentodly forming
with her lpe. Tn her wandering
mind «ha was wsenrching for Stan
Rall and trving to speak ta him. T¢
spemed to her that he was near and

Bwergin sald grimly.

“iat him' said Asper ms he Inld
a hand on his timber bose's arm, |
“Guek him at sight.”

Swargin nodded ieily.

him. she wanted to come and help her,
“Saw him about three honre ago. Asper strade down to the corraln
He saddied up and 1eft" Mallay |Ha was surprised to find Malloy st

the saddle boarn,  The corral hoss
whn strapping a slicker back aof his
widdle and hiw focs showed plainly
| that he wae hent on important husi-
nees,

“TiHd vou loente Winters?' Awper
almost  shogted.

Malloy modded, “He'll ba In In &
fow minutes tha lank sowhsy prom-
ised grimly.

(To Ba Contlnued)

turned Inzily toward the corral gate,

YIWa liave to get him at oncet As-
per's wvolee wihn not too wieniy,

Mulloy swung  around  soddenly.
"“What's op?" hn nsked with more
Me than he had shown for many
days.

“NMy danghter was badly Injared, b
a fall from her harse,” Asper ex-
platped,

Whit eaused 6 Malloy was |
—- -

s —a————
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