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CHAPTER XXXI
w"rnin' th,t gal..eo yo

Diti me?" Bwergln thrust his
.... . stsn's.

slipping over his head.
"i'ou can't get away much longer,

Swergin." He gave the timber boss
a level look and laughed in his face.

"Who's going to stop me?" Swer-
gin gritted.

, :i mr hands wore untied I'd
'.lii-i- fneo." Stnn Ball's

"'" hrA as steel. I sent in a rennrt to thn uinia
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fcfc, a jlB a

Iter -
. nIII" and to the federalheim a h"R! iou won t

.'o use even told them to expect just whnt
you tire doing right now and I've,
nnmed half your men." There was a
glint of triumph in Stan's eyes. Ho

Pf ...t V,. mni, striniriirrv mii " .,.....
I'll still bo on your trail!"butI iff UP wns lying but he wns scoring.

hissi-il-
.

A mutter rose from the men andJ Imnlf T I rrno
even Swergin wns taken back.01 .... I.I- - ..r yfinHI. BnH RO Hire

I"' '.i.. h was willing to take
I f biro

e ami responsible for nothing.
We're working for the timber com-
pany," the big fellow who had adI hl time-

I'm a dirty rni, i
justed the rope muttered..i.. i nrer with."' Stnn snapped

"You're guilty of theft and mur- - TIM TYLER'S FLYINd l.l'CK Bv LYMAN YOUNGThere ain't no hurry. They don't
. Ar.rrn at CamR that TOU uorr fttan snot nt him. He was

kt " Kwerzin smiled broadly.
mvnn HOPE SO, ' "v5, II itfrI nrsttir snfe with your

gaining a little time and throwing
ii scare into the fellows
who had him in their power.

"I thought you had all this fixed?"

l . r,r hack." Stan
pis urecu 6

I gneered. . . ln nlaee and
.

S.i loention." Swergin chuck- -
The big fellow turned to Swergin.
"Yeah," a voice from the crowd put
in. There was an ominous rumble
from the circle of men and dark
faces thrust toward the timber bore.

Si ii thoush enjoying a big joke.

'Hey. boys!" he called. "Como and

ett bim!"r j,ftn rniiirh timber men

-- mdfd into the room. They jerked
"You dumb fools!" Swergin bel-

lowed. "You goin' to let this slicker
tnlk you out of this job? He Is just
jobbin' you. Old Asper TVlo takes
the rnp for all we been doin'. We
been stealing the timber for him,
nin't we?"

Stan realized that here was fln

from the wan ami , ......

Lard the door. He went with hi

JLj up. His hat was brushed off

., he did not ask for Its return.
The men led him outside and

their horses. Ball was
to walk ahead of the leading

M There were 20 men in the

- from Pass Creek and the file

,f riders, with Stan ahead, moved

ly toward Three Rivers by the

Piss Creek trail. It wan no part of

Swergin's plan to have tbe lynching

done near the cabin in the timber.

advnntage. He faced them and smil-

ed. "I'll never tell that. Why should
I tip any of you off?"

"You'll tell!" the big fellow edged
n threateningly.

Swergin shoved him back and
stood facing his men like an old
lobo wolf with his pack agonist him.

THie cavalcade wound down the low
Are you boys yellow?" he roared.

"Want me to do this job myself
with a six gun?"

Let bim do it," someone from the

dltide separating tne rnsn ween
trill from the Three Pivers slope.
Sirffftin had now forged out ahead

rth another' rider. "Looking for a

nimble tree." Stan thought grimly.
Sirerpin hnlted in a clump of

mmr and motioned for the men to
lend off the trail. Stnn was driven

bark of the group called.
Yeah. Tf he s got names sent in

we'll be sent up fer killin'," someone

pje sugepsted.
Swergin wns In a red fury, 'lou
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fellows are as dumb as the mules
you drive. How could Rnlt send in

the names of the men who wore to
be here before this happened? He
had to guess and nobody will be

to the spot ano punea to a nan.
like a band of Cossncks. the men

dnwd in about, bim and silently slid

(rem their horses. It. was plain they

bur exactly what to do. They
rmwM around their .prisoner Bnd

lbs nisn who had been riding with

Sirerpin unstrapped a lariat from his

niMlo and bejsn unrolling it. The
h- i- fellow who had driven Stan ahead
of his horse shouldered to the cow-

boy's side. .. '

lieve his gupss. Ho s Admitted that
he pulled "nil these killings. White
that girl was talking to htm he
told her he pulM them. You ran
all get up and swear Swer- -

'm wpoke slowly so tnnr nis worns
coiilrl sink in."Tor gnm where there wont oe

'That's right" the big fellow

growled. "I'm ready to go."
ainoh chance to .snoop." he grinned
"Got anything to say?" He bent to.

rd his prisoner. Rut the men on the rope nsi- -

tnted. Their first hist to kill had
Stan smiled and met tne man s

the T Tost some of (ts edge.
gH7P WITH sreeiy ryes. "..., ""
hope ynu enjoy the party." 'I'm an officer of the law and m

supposed to elenr out and let you
fftllnwn do this. I can take rare ofThe man eninled and backed away.

"Got on tbe end of that rope!" he
, IS, BY COLLt- - IF I HAD If 7 y T TSAY-YO- KNOWTHAT A f ll ( BECAUie- - MAYOE IT
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KIMOWM THAT I'D HAVE V ( S. OUT THAT POUNDIM'
1 WOULD OHW SOUND ,

DWINE- - ' ON TkE PIANO? DO DONT KNOW- BAD - JSRLEMDlD' A"bTO&OTCTHE.EKlMDOF BRAVO'. HAL -
Tri,NMT0QITWK-- r lL U rJ " 1 " YOU TH.NK HE K.M WHY? Jall of you If I'm in the clear myselfordered as he tossed the rope over

a limb aliove Stnn s head.
Swernin crowded tbrnueh ' the

throne for a final thrust at his hated
He slaved at Ball as thotizh

arappoititeil at finding him so

"Vmi turned out to ne pvetiy
good," he grinned.

Stan refused to reply

hut. if you re going to make me
ufinofc this varmint I'll be in bad."

Swergin paused and faced the men.

Stnn watched the faces about him.
Tie could see that Swergin was

about, to win hi point.
"Or T can tnke him in and let, bim

spill all he knows hefore a court.

How would you like that?" This

wns Swergin's trump card and he

plnypd it wilh n flourish. "I belipve
I'll do just, that."

Tlie men stirrpd and began to

glnnee?.
"You've all had a nit," Swergin

went on.
"String liim up!" one of the mco

on the rope snarled.
"Go abend; get it over,' another

"Yen and old Polo' make a fine

pair of fools," Swergin continued.
m w w

Stilt Stan refused to speak. He
bad decided hours before not to tell

he had discovered In hi:

checking of the activities nt. Three
Rivers. He wns aware that, this was

'
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I picked group of men who were In

with Swergin and that If he did
ipeak, no word of what he said
would get to Asper rjelo or anyone
!. But he was struck suddenly by

NOW SHOWING "THE VANISHING RACE"
T.1 JHHSIfel s,arr""' POPEYE

l I Vl. STM 0 WWTE"qi rsus Mt nroN HH
Sfon knew be had Inst the

chance. He set himself for
end.

(To Be Continued)
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