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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Over the Top By HAROLQ GRAY
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served as a table. With deliberate
care he sifted a little tobacco Into a
cigaret paper and rolled a amoke.

Dona moved slightly. A picture fast-
ened up on the bare atone wall caught
her eye. It wns a photograph of her-
self, taken when she was at finish-l- l

g achool. Her eyes flashed but she
did not say anything.Ball saw that ahe
was looking at the picture and a thin
smile partd his lips.

"My most prized posesslon!" He
spoke slowly and the smile faded from
his lips,

"Ton take what you want, don't
you, llr. Ball?" There was a cutting
edge to the girl's voice and a

note in it. "Even though it can
do you no good."
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the shelves of the office building at
Three Itivers. The books were allTnacs Kiuv -
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good literature and the magazines of
the better class.'entrance of the cave.
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nnd refused to reply.
"Xou hate me and that is all right. r

S0Srt,S0OY6 .VV6 6RVfrr To mo bOMt- -Jbut you are my guest and I want you
to be comfortable and to be enter-
tained." Ball cast an amused eye over
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"I am as ensy an any girl could be

with a man of your kind about," Dona
snapped. "I would consider it a great
favor If you would go outside where
you could watch the entrance and
leave me alone."
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it utensils. Plan produced a piece
, baton and sliced It. He shoved a

Hi of water near the flames to heat,
tlta he uncovered four speckled
mutata trout. Soon a savory odor
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run aniffed disdainfully. She was
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Stan nodded and got up. "Make
yourself at home. I will take care of
my lady outside." He bent low to
keep from bumping his head on the
ceiling of the cave and disappeared.

Dona sat for a long time without.

let inre she would eat.
Clan Ball sat nacK on nis neeis nun

niched the trout sizzling in the pnn f Simoving. She could hear her captor
outside talking to the black mare.
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Cool air began to creep into the cave.
indicating that evening was at hand,
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Dona stretched her legs and tried to
see out into the clearing but a curve
in the entrywny made it impossible.
She sat back and gave herRolf up to

llab of stone over neside the cot. r ro-

ar, two tin plates, he laid out t

knife, a fork and spoon, his enlire
toll of silver. Two tin cups were bitter contemplation of her fate.
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not worry her. That she was in thenear. n -

The trout were done hrown hy this power of Stun Ball, a killer, did not

worry her either. What did mnke herHmo nnd he dumped two of them on
He plate before Dona. Three slices uneasy was the thought of her father.

ensn bacon were added. He snoven She remembered with an angry twist
of memory thnt Stan Hall had shotthe plate toward her and reached for
her father and thnt Ball was responthe tin of tea.

Humble hut wholesome, he sible for her present plight. From the
first he had been the cause of all hermarked. "T have no bread. It s too
trouble. She made a vow that shebnH-- to carry." He added this by
would enact the last drop of revengefar of an apology.
niTflinst. him when the chance came.Tbe first mouthful convinced her

Stan emerced into the yellow light
of the cave. He had taken care of his

horse and was back to see how she
wns eettinlf along.

Hit Stan Ball was an expert at fry-fa- r

trout. She realized, too, that she
ms very hungry. In silence they ate
tad drank. Stan sat close to her on
lie atone bed. The handle of his

was s scant 10 inches from her
land as she laid down the spoon, but
At did not attempt to jerk the gun

"Time to turn in." he said shortly.
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"I happen to be sitting up tonight,"
she said flatly.
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