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Dudley .routed himself with athought baBALLlVtlY
kn bunted amml Jerk and came forward. He teemed

unaDle to .peak. Atper took the,B. o:. ihelter wii cara
iirt 7h. rim of Folly Peak paper without a word and unfolded

it. Ha .tared at It for a full minute
before he apoke.T. but the warie.t veteran
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d . hidden by .pr.ng- -
"Sam Dean married you," he said

lowly. Hi. anger seemed to have
melted and his hand w.a .haklng.
"Why, D, you .hould have told m.l

r.M.n and black bircn.
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"Now you .ea why I wanted yon

to give all thl. np and coma hack
with u.r' Dona', eye. were clouded
with tear..

A.per'a gaia rote to Dudley's face.
Dudley blushed and at.mmered, "I
sort of overlooked asking for the
bride."

Stan Ball tried to pull himself
away from the window but he could
not. He was fascinated by the

that If he had known
""? what he now new he
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her. Boll kicked dirt over
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a the way down tne monmain
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( Svl lMM'h&Hill tfM' 11 f Kt VAST W IS oftH if oucaUw I &yvwr'ni to tarn himself

,dtake the consequenc, wh cl.

starry, eyea of the
girl he loved. He felt an urge to
leap through the wnldow and .hake
Dudley Wniters .avagely. Why didn't
the fool comfort her? Why didn't
he take her in his arm. and kiss
those tear, away? Asper Delo'a
deep voice broke in on his thoughts.

"I guess I'm an old fool but Swer-gin'- a

blundering made me see red.
Of course your happiness is all that
really counta with me. Now what
do you want to do?"

"We want yon to stay in bed for
couple more days and then go back
with us and help us get a home
fixed up." Dona'a soft alto wa.
tremulous.

"Sure, that's just what we want."
Dudlely seemed suddenly to have
come to his senses.

Stan Ball pulled back from the
window. Dona had been keeping the
marriage from her father. One thing
relieved him. Tiiat was that Asper
Delo would be out of the man hunt.
He would have only Swergin and hi.
gang to worry with. Stan', anger
against Asper Delo bad suddenly
last it. edge. He determined to get
away regardless of whehter be wa.
caught making his escape or not.

Asper Delo's voice rolled out Into
the nigbt. It was softer now and
held a hint of mellowness. The old
timber king was completely taken
back by the new twist of events. He
cared more for Dona than for all hi.
timber workings. He completely lost
his wrathy anger aa the two young
folks stood before him, flushed and

happy.
"You tell Swergin to take care of

tbi. hunt and to stay with it until
he geta his man. He need not re

port to m eany more. Now you
youngsters run aloflg and let an old
man htink a bit." Asper lay back
among the pillows and smiled.

"I'm sorry It came about Ilka
this." Dudley stepped to Asper'a ide
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Ink i last look at the bandaged e
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Caching the food, Stan moved

lion the dark side of the main

building'. He wa. looking for a par-W-

room, drawn by a force that
be could not resist. He knew the

as he spoke. "But I'll take care of
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Dona and make her happy.
Asper raised on one elbow. "You'd

butter, voung man. You'd better!"
Ha sank back and his

room, but found It dark, runner
along the wall were two lighted
window.. Stan edged toward them.
The nearest window waa open and
kt ins able, by flattening himself

tkl the wall, to look Inside.

hm as a sian of dismissal.
Dudley caught Dona'a arm and

unshed her gently from tne room.
Ball remained flattened against the
wall. A wave of loneliness swept

II. scene within the room waa
tense one. Dudley wa. standing
.V. V. -- I 1 nt. ... An 1. over '"him, a bitter wave carrying
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quiet him. Asper Delo wa. as angry
with it a vivid reminder of what ha
had become. He could not even sea
Dona again or be near her. Ha
would have to strike for the Mexican

li mat day in nia ottice wnen man

hordur and live by his gun. Thatcrept orer Stan. He waa the cause
is the law of the man who is branded
killer. He can never turn back. His

ill tills. He bad done it nimaeit.
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guns must always swing ready at
his hip for he it outside of .ociety.

Stan took a deep breath and edged
back along tne wall. He did not halt
at Dona's window, but slid pa.t It.
A light shone out from under the
blinda and he could hear a voice in- -
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He had reached the corner of the
building and was about to turn and

retrace his steps to the place where
ha had left the cache of food when

he felt a hard, fingerlike object jab
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without even lying down than that
tank ever saw!" Asper roared.

Dona leaped to her feet. She
"cied Into her dresa and pulled
vat a itiff nanr. "Tfori. ni.. listen

Km In the back. A gruff voice com
T If

It me."

Ifith a rumble A.per settled back
ninit the pillows. Hi. Hps were

manded. "Put 'em up, Ball, and keep
'em up!"

Twisting his head as he raised hi.
arms Stan could make out the bulky

figure of Swergin behind him. In the

dim light he could see fiendish

grin on the thick lips of the timber

ana he was shaking.
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