RG MONTGOMERY
pow a bunted animal
i wler t“‘ the wariest veteran
s hidden by spring-
the cava wan fairly

TER XVI
LET BALL thought ke -
P pursterd i
shelter Was & cave
5 B}:E: rim of Folly Peak
an l?m. The trial to this
p o slash in a great
lnek birch.
littls open shelf for
using  tinder dry
B,mi be was able to

a hed of
.b.::'::k of the situation
foand himself. K1
tod, as he atared Into
u,],],w.jllhut it he hed known

alch b

¢+ that he wan In Jove
pf,::dﬁin. hopelesly in love
g beT, and that he eould not

tnd mads him re-
Mountain until he
hranded a desperate erim-
a murderer, Noiw, 't\‘;n
ad not married the
uﬂ::“hﬂh mw riding in the
+ country oFErS dny, he “’n‘l:‘d
‘g pa unable to offer hin eoiled
i to her. ol kicked dirt over
4¢ fira pnd  arose. One thing wis
see, e bad o have more supplies.

il been
hal
gk

5
:‘:ﬂ-mt'nar’;horp was the tronble en-

ntered o getting the supplies. He
y1d to. atenl them.

the wny down the motintaln
p studled these bitter problems.

B s hall-decided to turn hirn;ﬂf relleved him. Tuat waw that Asper AT LA%T \'\iE '{r Y'\‘&H—-z;_-‘
uand take the congequencs, whieh | Dolo would be out of the man hunt, ST Gl -0 0
b koew would be tirst-clans | Ho would have only Bwergin and his O0TS WAS
feblng. gang to worry with, Stan's anger You PINCRED
Ths moon was not yet over the agninst Asper Delo had  suddenly TRYING TO
¢z of Folly Mountenl and mu; Inst jts erl::lsl. He rdn%rT:nedhto Eot CONSOE HER=

it a falr pace through |nway regardless of whehter ho was
:ﬁh?“;foa;. His hT-‘:-k mare was | eaught nmkitm'hia-eurnpe or not, SEVF OVER
urighls as ink and nn gilent as A ! » . THe TR OF
pather. Ho rode to the edge ;:f';:he Ih:\ﬁi\lmtl'lel?: ;:i.re.-:al'l‘:d nc::t llnl:: SPOTS  WHEN

o AN i + w
:::Té ﬂ;\;n;hv'h‘.nmr:“" in a|held a hint of mellowness. The old SHE YEARD
\eket. he moved wwiftly toward the Liml:r; k?x «mt c_ntmpl;telr ‘!lkl;: A Yok
¢ ne ¥ the new (wist ol events.

b of tho \:::LT{I.[M: cared more for Dona than for all his BERND HeER
Pt the commissary wan pald a |timber workings. He completely lost e By TAMILIAR
wilt vlsit; Btan had worked a bonrd | hls wrathy anger ax the two young UOKCE wnemmmes
e from & back window to guin | folks atood before him, flushed and
widy entrance, Within 15 minutes | Bappy. .
b bad gacured what ha nepded while “You tell Swergin Lo take care n_f
O Bims mat in the front of the |this hunt and to stay with it wotil
pors marsing  his handaged head, | he gets his man. He need not re- L 3

‘Byn amiled to himaell grimly s he
sk o 1ast look at the bandaged fig-
e op In front,

Caching the food, Sian mored
Mg the dark side of the main
kiiing. He was looking for & par-
fruine room, drawn by n force that

b ould mot resist. He knew the | Dona and make her happy.'* ARE ELECTED = MISS LOTTA VOTES SHOULD THAT WAS & SN T THAT DN COORIN'YGUR
wam. but found It dark. Fuether | Asper paised on one elbow. “You'd LEARHN TO 00 INGTEAD OF GREAT SPEECH SPEECH MAME DINNER- .
tiag the wall were two lghted |Better, soung man, You'd belter!" AUNNIN FER MANYOR= WHO WROTE B HIT N THE

wodown, Btan edged toward them,
T mearest window was open and
b wan sbls, by flattening himmell
tong the wall, to Inok inside.

Tbe scens within the room was |

i benee one, Dudley was standing
h the barkground. Dona ant on tha
fwt of bar father's bed, trying to
witt bim, Aspar Delo wns A angry
0 that dsy In his office when Stan
bd facwd him. A gullty feeling
mpt over Stan, Hpe was the cansa
o all thls, He had done It himaelf,
Ayper wan falrly fuming. “That
wofounded Swergln!  He's letting
N make fools out of all of ns

L] . L]

Dudley arcused himsel?! with o
Jezk mnd came forward. He seemed
unable to spesk. Asper took the
paper without & word and unfolded
it. He staced at it for & full minute
befora he spoke.

“Bam Dean marrisd you," he said
slowly. His aoger seemed to have
melted and hls hand was shaking,
"Why, D, rou should have told ms!
Thin hns been a proetty poor honsy-
moon!"

“Now you wre why T wanted you
to give all this up and come back
with ua?" Dona's eyes wers clouded
with tears,

Arper's gaze ross 1o Dudles's face,
Dudley blushed and stammersd, 1
sort of overlooked asking for the
bride."

girl he loved. He folt an urgs te
leap through the wnidow and ahake
Dudley Wniters savagely. Why didn't
the fool comfort her¥ Why didn't
he take her in hin nrme and kiss
those tears awny? Asper Delo's

deep voice broke in on his thoughts.

“T guess I'm an nld {ool hut Bwer-
gin'a blondering made me see red,
| O course your happiness Ik W1l that
really counts with ms. Now what
do you want to do?"

“Wao want you to stay in hed for n
eotple mors days nnd then go back
with us and help un get a home

YBiure, that's Just what we want”
Dudlely seemed suddenly
coma o hie sensea. )

Stan Ball pulled back from the
window., Dona had been keoping the
marrings from her father. One thing

to have

port to m eany more. Now ¥ou
youngsters run nloAg and let an old
man htink a hit." Asper lay back
among the pillows nand smiled.

“I'm sorry ft came about ke
thix,” Dudley stepped to Asper’s side
as he spoke. “But T'Il take care of

Ha sank back and half-closed his
eysn nm & sign of dismissal,

Dulley eaught Dona's arm and
nughed her gently from the room.
Ball remnined flattened against the
wall, A wave of lonsliness swept
over’ him, & bitter wave earrving
with it a wisid reminder of what he
tind hecome, Ha rould not aven =se
Dons ngain or ba nmear her, THe
wonld have to atrike for the Moxiran
horder and liea by his gun.  That
I8 the law of the man who is branded
killee. He can never turn back. Hin
gnns must always swing rendy at
his hip for he Is ocatside of society.

Btan taok a deep breath and sdged
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Twisting his head an he raised his
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