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CHAFTER XL
ARRY maid the words over and
Burar. “My dear, my dear! Tou
are herel
ghe Jooked up at him. Tall, bronzed,
ing with henlth and vitality, His

Jueris
:,,. teangely hlue in his browned
face. His pkin dorker than his halr,

Sreve strode forward. He, too, wans
peawn and vigorous. In this oppres-
sire beat! Mona wondered kow they
sndired It Steve wns grinning broad-
Ir- out" he cried,

Crp, we're here—both of ns In
erson!” Lottia ndded in an effort to

EmL the tension,

“Nat a motlon pleture®™ teased
geve. “Well, you look handsome
o i for one. Take my word for

it & tossed & nnpkin on the table
and selged Lottle by the shoulders,

“Are you surprised?’ asked Mona,
Jamehing.

“Burpeised? We're overwhelmed!
Anil delighted too. How did you get
pero? Bud brought you, of courmse,
dut where (n blazes did you find him?" |

Barrs placed a chair for Mona.
#8it down,” he urged. “You must be |
fred, That air trip always nearly
finishes ua"

“It was only an hour.” She wmut
down and tossed her hat into an
smptr sent, flufling her hair with ex.
peet lnzerd.

vie must lonk like wreeks,” Monon
sdiled ruefully.

‘And we're atarved!” announced
Lottie frankly. “Do yon suppose,
Mister, you could spare=n poor girl
panilwich ?

Bacer called and immediately the
fittle mnid nppenred in the doorway.

UZet two more places,” Barry ln-
structed thom,

-

ke arrival of the young ladies had
provided much speeulation in  the
kireen,  Mnrin, the old eoock, had
waddled to the doeor about which she
peered with misplaced confidence in
its power to conceal. Josle, another
mald, the eounterpart of Florence, in
g red skirt ‘and white blouse, was
watching, frankly absorbed. Under &
eonvenlent tree several barefoot na-
tive boys hnd gathered in silent nd-
miration of the now arrivals,

“he Indies will have coffer with
Amerlean sugnr, Florence. Pawpaw
—io you like pawpnaw, Mona? Steak
and breadfruit. I'm glad you came
today becauss we only have steak once
In 2 blue moon, Ask Maria to toss
together a salad too."

“Henvens, 1 thought thiz was
breakfast,” exclalmed Lottie. “You
certainly don't care what happens to
your figures herel"

“This Is the best coffes I've had in
tha wouth,” Mona aunounced.

“Like it? I tanght Marin how to
pake it," Barey sald proudly. “The
hest coffee in the world is right bere
In the Went Indies, but no one seems
to know how to make €.

“Your mother wmnde pretty good
eoffee, I remember,” Steve said, turn-
itig to Mona. "What In that old pro.
verh? Blnek as night, sweet as love,
kot as—you know the placel”

“Fyery man {er his own country,” |
Lottle romarlied demurely and there
was n burst of laughter.

Sweet as Jove! Why had she come,
Mona wondersd miserably. Outward-
Iy #ho was cnlio enongh, accepting the
daluty gervice of the letle maid, re-
sponding to Barry's ¢nsunl remarkn,
smiling at Steve and regarding Lottle
with guizzical affection.

Lottie, ton, she eould ses was not
at eaxe. Why had they come?

- -

Of eaurse there was the plan to at-!
bempt to  give Barer part of the|
Townsend fortune. That, rbonrd the |
Mirands, bad seemed an adequate rea-
son, In the presunce of thess two
splf-aufficient young men it seemed
almost out of the question.

What explanntion should she offer?
How conld she spenk of money to
Bares?

“Wa were tired of New York and
thought we'd take a trip down here,”
Mana foutd hersell waying In one of
he pauees, pilding unnecessarily, “the
West Tndies, T menn.'

“Where did sou run [nte Bud?'
Darry asked without looking st her.
He lghted n pipe, onpping his hond
aver its bowl, them thrned nway ns
ke flung the dead mateh out on the
rondwny.

Instantly two native boye made A
dive for it. Stove laughsid, “They

think it's a eignret end” He told the
gitls. "We give them a weally supply
rigarots, yet they always hang
around for anytling they ean pick
up.™

“Are they ns poor an that?" asked '
= — =

Mona, Then she blushed because the
remark seemed n reflection en Bar-
'y wage aystem.

“Our nptives aren't.” Barer anid |
dryly. |

“What ean be think of me?” Mona |
thought miserably., “And why, oh
why, did we coms here? We might at |
least have eabled!” |

The meal wan finlshed and they |
arove, Barey, sununoning Florence,
asked her to bring Josle.

"We'll give each of you a mald"
Barry added, turning to Monn, “Here

they are—Florence and Josie The
littls maids ecanrtsied. “Take your
chojee.'

To the native women he ndded

quickly, “The Madames will oceupy
the two apartments overlooking the
barbor,"

Steve mentioned bagzage.

“I think Bud put it somewhere,”
Mona said,

. L] .

Barry podded, “Then it's in the
car. The boys will bring it up later,”

“Whers do we go f{rom hore?"
usked Lottie, taking her bat and
purse from the chair.

“Well, mostly we sleep until three
or 0. Then we'll have tea. Aflter
that it's cooler and we can walk, or
drive around the place, It gets dark
fairly enrly, you know, and wa don't
have dinner until it's too dark to do
nnything except ent and nleen.”

“But 1 thought you came bere for
a vacation!” Lottie exclaimed.

“This In & vacution., There are lots
of things to do bere. Golf, for In.
stanoe, nnd wo're planning a landing
fleld—"

“We tish and ride horseback too,"
Barry put in, “Well—sea you at tea!”

The girls felt definitely dismissed,

It kad been so (Hfferent from the
wany Monn had hoped to meet Barey
agnin. Here In the brassy glare of
sun at midday with her halr rompled,
her nose nesding powder, her frock
wrinkled from the journey from Port
of Bpain,

Sho had dreamed of such n different
meeting. At eveniug, perhaps, in the
moonlight. She should bave worn a
silver gown apd there should have
heen musie in the offing. She had
drenmed of an adoring Barry whose
honart brimmed with the same breath-
lesn love which mhe hernelf folt! She
bad dreamed of that moment in his
nrms when all the misunderstandings
and eruelties of the past months
would be swept away!

Here she wan and here war Burry,
A= formally polite in kin manner to-
ward ber as he would bare heen to
any casual guest. There had not
been even a flecting glimpse of hin
earlier warmth of fesling.

Barry's volee, directing the maid
who followsd with an nrmlul of saft
towels, rose to them as Florence,

ihnwing, oponed & doar.

Barry anld, “Tike Mea. Townsend
wome hot water, Josie.”

Mra. Townkend! Well, why not?
That wns her name,

“Madame will kindly ohter?' the
mitkedl sald softly, Mona brought her-
sell abruptly out of her reverje.

Taottie said, “What a lovely room!
Well, do you think the hoys were
glad to sen us?"’

(To Be Continusd)
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Pair_f{enew Old
Friendship of Sea

ATLANTA, Ga—QUP—Henry A
Benmnn, state leglslntor, of nearby
Decatur, and *Bumhoat™ Lewis have
rentwed nequaintance after a 22-gear
soparation,

Twenty:-two years ago Beaman was
n ficst class bo'snn’s mate in the navy
and Frank Lewls was ¢ngnged In the
buginess of providing merehandise for
sailors on ship duty, froma & wmall
skiff that sailors eall & “bumbont.”

Beaman was attached to the flag-
ship Cotnecticnt when it took the
ship 24 hours to travel through a ty-
phosn  encountered while moking &
voyage from Yokobnma to Manlla.
Tawis preceded the ahip in a schoon-
er. "Bumboat” Lawis went an to other
parts, doing business with sail ra, knd
since 1804 has made and spent 85
000,000, he roparts, Beaman rose to
the geade of llpntenant in the hary,
and wae retired In 1022 boeause of
physienal disability.

Recently he was wilking down an
Atlantn street, pnssed a garage, and
in the garaze was “Bumboat” Lewis,
linving hin enr repmired.

—_———————
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BUT
THE FIRST PLACE ¢HERE
WE STOP, OLD PINIHPENNY
GIVES US THE BUMS RUSH,
FORE WE OET WITHIN
FIFTY FEET O Wi DOOR-

The Eyes Have It

By HAROLD GRAY

INTO TOWN, SINCE "THEM
SMITHS COME, THREE
ARS BACK=-

FRIENDLY OR NOT,

CIRCUS EVER HIT THS
TOWN 'Ll BET

TH NATIVES WOULDNT
GET OVER IT

{

By LYMAN YOUNG
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SEE MERE ,PETE || BUT Yo DONT NOW Now! DONT You “ cosn 1 HOPE || exacrivy snoot | THERE 1e || 1iasow Bl HOME ?vou Aew el
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IERES anl INVITATION
o A RECEPTION GVEN
BY MRS, CARRIE CATURE
TS TO-MORRTW NIGHT.
HERE 19 A LIST OF THE
PEOPLE WHO WiLL BE

OHDEAR | SHOULD THINK

YOouU'D BE FED UP o8y
RECEPTIONS. THATS ALL
YouVe geEN DOWG

SINCE DADDY HAS BEEN

RUNNING FOR

2 MANOR,

RATS, AN\
WANTED TO GO
TO DINTY'D
TO-MORROW
NIGHT,

AWELLY I'M NOT GAING TO
THIS AFFAR. THAT HORRID
MI%S LOTTA VOTES, WHO 1S
AUNNING FOR MAYOR

AGAINST YOUR FATHOR
Wil BE THERE,

WELL THERES
SOMETHIN IN
POLITICS
AFTER ALL-

1953, Kiag Perrrm Snfioate, Sre. Grrmt Bifvaln sighre rsecvecd.
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'FHIE“E'I,LREE Starrisg POPEYE NOW SHOWING—"UNSEEING EYES" TOMORROW—"WHISPERS IN THE NIGHT" BV E- C- Se“a‘

| HAVE THAT STRANGE
FEELING AGAIN =~ | ALWAYS
FEEL LIKE THIS JUST
BEFORE SOMETHING

P

@D sk THIS PECULIAR
HALF-LIGHT, ¢AUSED BY
THE MOOMN FILTERING

THROUGH DRIZLLY MIsSTS,
I'D PREFER PiTeH
DARKMESS

POPEYE, WHO'S AT THE WHE

NOBODY- THEY AINT A

SPECK O'WIND - NOT,

MUCH SENSEIN HAVIN
o &5 MARN THERE
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(VE BEEN IN THIS
GAME & LOMG TIME,
BUT | NEVER HAD
THE FEEWNG OF
IMPENDING TRAGEDY
AS | HAVE IT NOW=
SOMETHING
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ARE THE OTHERS ALL RIGAT)
SPEAK, MAN ' —

el
st ahe, e

LOHY
THERE

IT6=1T5 KNG BLOZO-
HE'S LAYIN N KIS BURK
STARIN STRAIGHT LP,
BUT SUMPIN TELLS
ME HIS EYES

OUT OUR WAY

r

MY GAWSH,
Bove , THer's
A HOsS !
YESSUH, SHORE
ENCUGH |, A
Hoss ! an'
A MAN ON T,
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[OU FELLOWS WESONMT BE
CASTING ANy OF “YYouR

[ SARCASHM AT ME BECAUSE
I HAVE YOU DOIMEr SOMETMING:
AROUND HERE BESIOE SiTTiNg-
Ox A HORSE —

RCCWS ,
THAT YoU MNOW

A LITILE SCHMETTING BESIDES

TLL TeELL YCL

YOU CAM THAKMK ME
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By AHERN

\hUR' BOARDING HOUSE

OH,THATS IT, IS T2
YoU'RE TAKING TH' CUE
FROM EUROPE-wA VEAR
AGO WE GAVE YOU A
MORATORIUM ON DEBTS
NOU OWE US ~—AN' NOW
Yol WANT A CAMCELLATION
° OF‘EM /mm — WEL\,

>

Frmam, r

NINE BUCKS TO ME,
; OF THAT $200 You {

NOW, YOU'RE NOT
GOMNA GRUNT AN®
GROWL OUT OF IT
THIS THAE /~— DO T
¢ GeT MY & 14
L PEACEFULLY ~ OR
WiILL AN OSTEOPATH
[ GET WALFOF You:a
You CAN KIcK OvER |\ e EurT O U
AFTER I 26

FINISH
‘xL )

(@

L

[ O — ALL
TIGHT,
DRAT T/
puUT You
COULD AT
LEAST BILL ME
WITH A
STATEMENT
~-TD BE
vRoPE:re./




