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Mr. Garretson did not answer
for an instant. He scrawled buaily,
signed and blotted the check.

"That's what they all say." The
cheek folded, he laid it on the desk
directly in front of her. and

toward ft with one hand.
lnere is the amount you men-

tioned. Pay it back as you wUb.
Make your own arrangements. And
pleas forget the check for a mo-
ment while I make what may spem
a strange Miggpstlon. Request rathpr.I think I would call It a request."

He stared at Mona a moment and
then proceeded. "This check is
yours, no matter what answer tou
may give to this other matter. The
two matters are .distinct and sepa-rnl-

I gave, this my attention first
because I wished to get it off yourmind. I supposed your trouble was
financial and financial worries often
distress so deeply that other con-
siderations may not receive fair at-
tention. Therefore bear this In mind.
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,,J made up her mind quite
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t.ToVHock fnna cautiously

Drnrv to ask Sir. THVT'S STBANflE
it i" jours wnaiever your reaction
to my request may be.,

"You soy you are not going to be
married. Are you affections in
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r...Mtuin'8 alacrity to

volved?" Again h smiled. "Don't
misunderstnnd me. I am not pro-
posing! But a certain understand-
ing is necessary before I proceed.
You have no one In mind?"
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"No one." said Mona clearly. "But
Mr. Garretson, I don't see

"That relieves me.' he told her.
"Frankly. I was afraid that the
rather dashing young man who calls
in his car at five but never mind!
You soy you are neither engaged
nor expect to be? Very well.

"Miss Mornn. I have a client
that is. the firm has a client who
wishes to morrv you. Don't inter-
rupt me. please! At the moment he
is 111. Tho marriage, for certain

UNWITTIN8LV

SAiAGES,'
THE.

HUtfKV BLACK
CAUTIOUSLY

TRAILS
BAaKOTff,THE "BUTCHEQ.'
HOPIMCS

TO BE LEAP
To A.

CEOTAIM .
(SRAS&-WU- T

rei have to do is tell him what

lir Garretson may not want to
Vkii thoimh." Mona added, not

l(.t ruffled by the silently
?5( note In the other girl's voice.
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nr1 then he paused, looktnc
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T .p 1kqTCb H pinned his fineer tips
.f'ter una wunom. pinL-ui- i"--

Mnllie finVfci her abruptly to
M In Min Slran.
i'f.rtt Srntt he's eettinir clnir- -

Itmt!" bmntliM Mnllf when she
biitfl hesme Mnnn's desk. "I wns
Eli MUflr tn ask him nbnnt von
N he tells me to hrinrr yon ln.M

B eyert Mnna critically. "Mpe

"It will not, I suppose, be a mar-

riage such as you may have looked
forwnrd to.' This client realizes his
proposal is unusual. He is wealthy,
charming, of excellent family.

"Ho will give you a year during
which you Itear his name, sit at
the head of his table, consider him
as a husband. At the end of that
time you may be his wife in reoliir
or go to Reno nad receive a quiet
adjustment.

"Ho will treat you with the ut-

most respect and kindness. I need
not mention generosity. Sums such
as this" he indicated the check
"will be constantly available. You
will have your own car, your own
bank account, your own apartment
in his home.

"Now" as Mona started to snenk
"don't answer just yet! Go bad;

to your desk nnd think it over. Per-

sonally I advise it. You cannot lose
and you piny pain a great den.
HnnpincsR. I mean. In any cose you
will nlwavs be provided for plenti-
fully."

Mr. Garretson rose. "It's been
rather an ordeal. I don't mind tell-

ing you, to put forward this strange
request. But there were reasons
whv it could not be done otherwise.
Think it over. Let mo know by
three o'clock this afternoon. If you
agree and again let me remark thnt
you cannot lose by the arrangement

in a year or so you can morrv
someone pIfo and bring him a sninll
fortune! If your nnswpr is 'ye'
wo'H talk over more specific nlans.
If vou decline we'll forget it."

"I'll think It 'over."
"That rleht!" He walked with

her to the door. As he grasped the
knob Mona rhised her eyes uncer-tninl-

"Mar T may T ask who n dolne
me this honor?" she said timidly.
Thpn slip smilpd for thp formality of
her question sounded like a motion
picture enption.

Mr. Garretson smiled too.
"Yon mny. The gentleman In ques-

tion is RnTy Town;end."
(To Be Continued)
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Tne Boss likes you for your
fisfsi and chnrm."

Fi to fare with her employer
Mi prime office, Mona tried to
r.mn eonrnee for her refluent.

finrretson greeted her tin
rentinl1r as though she'were a

Titire, tallied client. "Good morn- -

Sit down, please. He looked
!r disturbingly nnd resumed bis
t is Mona nnnk Into the chnir

'pfltite. The width of the shin- -
dIr. (icrunulously neat, lay be- -

'i them, filancins nervously at
i blotter pad. Mona thought It
crprisingly bare to be the Iwise of
tuitions for a firm the size of

Mr. Garretson first mentioned
N'i Intended annointment. "I

ppttetj to catch sight of your
ft on Miss Dniry's pod, this

t, he apologized. Mona, thus
fMrtMd. slid forward in her chnir

picked nerrousty at the desk
"I I wnnt tn hnrrow rottip

m, Mr. Gnrretson. That la. I
fl in adrance."

at nodded.
K fiiirW t 111 ha wnnt tin

h'flr. "I need a sum Inrger than
fin wt in time to have it do anyH I need $frf)0 and I thouglit I

par it back in about two
Tou can deduct it from my

fw. every week or I'll forfeit any
I tniRht hnve in thnt time."
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K Too mny have it, of course. But

4 me, he leaned forward, why
I:f yon ao sure vou will be with ns
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l " misiit contemplate a change
f' t Ton might. You see," he

mi cnfirnitnjly as he reached
cuppk dook, "you are a
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