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As Mona drew on her hat before
the mirror the thought with a pangthat in a acant quarter of an hour
site would leave this delightful place.How easy her entrance bad been
and how simple her departure! An-
other 15 minutes and then an exit
through the door. She might never
euter Barry's life agaiol

She left Lottie busr before the
dressing table and descended' the
stairs just in time to hear Jimmycall Barry to the phone.

'Miss Dower calling," he said.
Presently Barry reappeared and

caught Mona' a hand in his own.
Ihere was no one else in the hall
and he drew her Into the drawingroom.

"Does it make any difference to
you that 8tere Is my friend?" he
asked. "I mean, do you like me anybetter because of that?"

Hi eyes, looking into hers, were
trouble. "Too didn't like me at
first at the office, did you?" Barrywent on.

i.?ona drew her hand iwav gentW.
Of course I like you," she said

promptly though a trifle shakily.
She bad wanted to see Barryalone. The moment was here now

and she hardly knew bow to meet it.
"I "nt to ask you something.

Mona, Bnrry went on. 'I'v RirH
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car ran amootnly alonjr the.
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"The hope that I'm not intruding.
Thnt the situation between you and
old Steve isn't werious. If I hang
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lllsit'i for me." explained Lottie.

arounn. a nit time with you take
you out once in n while am 1 hut-
ting in? Hnng it! are you In love
with Steve?"

Mona raised her eyes and looked
at him squarely.

"Steve has never asked me that,
Barry." she said.

"You ee he went on earnestly,
and I wanted to tnke her out to din-"-

Steve were engaged to a girl
ner he would cheer fu lly postpone
the wedding ceremony and persuade
her to go with me! That's Steve!"

"He thinks a great deal of you,
t know."

"And he thinks e great deal of
you. Mqna. too!" Once more Barry
grasped her hand eagerly.

"Wouldn't the girl's feeling In the
affair matter to Steve at all. Bar-

ry?" Mona gently asked.
"Of course. But Steve would per-

suade her that I wns the best bet.
He'd make her think "

They were interrupted by a shout
from without Bright headlights
threw the hedgea into artificial day-
light as the car smashed into the
darkened space before the entrance.
Steve, bareheaded jumped from the
driver's sent and roced to the door.

"All act?" he called. "Tou look
ravishing. Lottie. Make It snappy,
will you? Where's Mona?"

"Tou are the most beautiful thing
In the world." Barry was saying
softly when Stere appeared in the
door.
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RHtd smiline. "Steve as soon as Ikuble, called them at last to sit
get this girl halfway agreeable to
a dinner dnto you and Lottie have
to break in and ruin everything:

"Tou can date her up any time,"
Stove snid. "I've eot to be. in town

Wtn they hnd finished eating
'turned n the radio and dnneed.
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rry avoiding her. When he
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ing in a low tone. "Have dinner
with me Mnndnv? Tuesday then?
Confound It. Wednesday?"

"Call me Wednesday morning,"
Mona asreed and the three of them
were off.

Monday and Tuesday passed fr
Mona in a glow of happiness. She

W rte Tas rlcht. Mr. Fnion
twit Mnna xnuisite and her
N, Lottie, refreshing and amua

'Birrr should TinTfi nnr rnnrl its to see Rnrrv WednesdsT.
But Barry did not call on WednesH like this." Mrs. Faxon was

herself. T.ornl in Meh. the day. The telephone rang frequently.
wrfon between Harrv nd hi Five calls enme for her but none
F worried her. She did her best

tip each of them to arrive at a
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wns from Bnrry. At tour ociock
Steve telephoned.

Bnrrv wns ill, he said. Out at
Twilands. Mrs. Faxon waa afraid
It was influenza.

(To Be Continued)
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