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L"-E.:..-‘ put It. “a man's
w v Steve had completed
ol rather vaguels,
Wt of good spirits,
returned from Twi-
v estnte, where he had
it much succeas to
« to ald in finapcing
\ wey for the mine,
u't nerd yoor unele's
e e L unend. ,:"l‘nnrnrrnw
all Whe ean tell
ity did hnnl “F? litn
sy, " Hut what am 0=
L gy W
wilningd. “Not a thing!
b ﬁw was disgusted until
P inted _out  that nfter all
ﬂd provided the businesa and
nps WhTE coming nlong an well
conld be expeoted,
the two glrly hod nes
aorl mature wias re-

E,! thme
Py’ B

with pride that in such
?:::ﬁig.-re;:mn arfectly at
The young men a splayed vo-
which they  had

y South Amerien while
1 the table hefore the fire,
tvan, Mona smiled and
of while Tottle conversed.
wod Barer listened, now and
interpo! burats of amused

:rl.ﬂ'.f tha tahle was whisked
o eolfee sereed in front of tho
flames Hnrr;1 ﬁml1 rsl'”n
ekl Flgnrets brought from
T‘J‘FL‘ ; rein  Islands,  They
Empress of Pern
tamond  found by

ianh, of the largest ever found
h Amerien” Barry explained.
Steve’s, of course, 'thuu::h ha
ypeaks of it an ‘onrs’ He
it up just ns you might plek
i tall. It's worth a fortnoe,
Ling man but your
e his pllet
et 8 gnld shortly. Tt
fs to e seen o wan not en-
e nf the conversation
" rolurnnd Barry evenly, It
hut the stone had been
land dwdilod to Steve by
thelr flret year at the
of eash payment of pal-
de the Empress Steva's,
x ¢ wonderful to diz din-
rizht out of the ground" Lat-
idrﬂnmii?..

¢ roxe. eartlesnly thrust aside
sirr, twirled the knoh of n
od drew out a0 thin siring of
ing stopey which he helid for a
t against hin palm.

& chain of diamonds, The
peped in delight. Etove fitted
dn aboit Mena's neck and she
eupping her hands in front
thouzh she sxpected the
g string to hreak,
foze the mirenr she bwisted and
murmnring sxcitedly, “This is
wrest I've aver been to n din-
peckinoe!”

§ Stare eollected thoxe for you,
" Rarer told her. “Every wenak
he'd milidl andther, Used to
them arand o a 1ittle chnmois
i ererr Ao often he'd count

lnnked nt Stave who stond
bt, nilent, The necklace, onateh-
¢ lights, shinne no mora brightly
Mpna's egon,

n aodded, "Tes, they're yours,

flushod, wtsrted to spenk nnd
i et Lattle's,  Then  Mana
¥ nly. "Why, haw ailly for
I think—#van for o moment—
I pould take them!" She unfust-
tee eateh mnd 1ot the neckines

Igto her hand, holding It ont

te perfectle henutifnl, Thank
rre, for thinking of me hut of
ot know T enn't”

e Iooked an In bewlldsrment, A
of necklnes and Mona was poms-
tp hat!

] I‘r # hirthdaxy presont,” Steve
ted,

i et mr hirthdap,™
etiald Monn refuse Steye any-
-.5!-1 be ymiled that way, Lottie
# oyatie Birthiday?  Be samart
1 fave another!" Buat he took
thee, slowly rotuened te the
o glittering handful
nee, Then he eloned
ne binek to the embar-

fool, Monal™ Lottle oh.

e a darling, Mona,” Barrs
title. But he too lnew that
ad been imexprennibly’ hurt by
P:!',n.1 necept  his gl
;E—"l:? lNl.'-‘-- tense, hard wears

T of the gift that some
! sz wt Mona's faect, He
7‘1'.’ Min thon und what a
| he had painted!
himuall wishing Mina
“d the Sewels while
né he understood it

s Fmpress, Steve,"

# her eonfusion.
He ralsed his

eve had been sprirred on |

En.llllll:‘li |f':‘!' to lhi!ﬁ llfnriun! rolled II[‘I

o stone the alze o ut,”’

Lottin sighed. BN BeaRsl
. L]

Bteve said nothing and Barry put
in briskly, "There aren't many Ilil-:r-
this one! Stove keepw it right here
o thiv apartmene,”

“Risky, lso't @3 Monn naked
quietly,

“Rivky? Bure, What lsn't rlaky
nownidnys? It weems,'" Bteve's voice
beeamu suddenly bitter, “that It's
even riaky to otfer a glft to ans old
friend, 1f it hudo't besn for you,
Monn, those dinmonds woull never
have been mined. I wouldn't have
fill:i-hqgl the job without sou to think
abott.

“Bave the neckluce for n wedding
prosent!"  Barey  suggested  hastily,
“Maybe sho'll wear it then,"

“Will you, Mona?”

Somuthing in Steve's voice fright-
ened the girl, “Yes,” she auswered,
“I will. 1f only you don't stipulate
whom T shall marry when the time
comes,

“I'll leaye that to you," Steve sald
gruvelr,

“But about the Empress,” Barry
reminded, “Even I don't know where
be keep that."

“The Empress? Oh, ves.” Steve
straightenad. “Tell you what I did
with it. Remembar, I know & thing or
two nbout crooks. There was a mat
in the old gang named Bridgie Hay-
den.  He was a ‘dip’—used to sten]
Jewels right from the nechs of women
who enme Into the supper club, Time
nfter time polies would be ealled in
but ne one eould ever find the din-
mumls on  Bridgie, He'd it there
drinking ginger ale nnd maybe eat-
fng a sandwich before n bowl of
erncked dee. The table would be
cleared right under the eves of the
police. nnd  thers were the jewals,
hidden in the bowl of ipel"

Is the Empress to be found
g the surdines and muraschin-
Lottie naked,

o smiled and shook hix head,
! exnotly, T put it in the top iee
tray of the refrigerator,”

"I'he refrigerator!"” Even Barry
gasped in nmnzemont. Barry had not
guesiod Steve's hiding place.

“Yes, I bent the teay so Morgan
couldn't take it out veéry easly and
wonld be surs to use the lower one
whon he needed ice cubes, The Em-

ress (s an sective there as It would be
ocked in a safel”

“0h, Steve—yon didn't! Warth a
fortune nnd you left it waiting to
side inte momebods's ginger alel”

“Taot's see it, Steve!l”

"Walt,” Stave paid nmirasteriously.
He rose, twirled the dial of the radin
and steaine of dance music floated
into the mfn_rlligl:lnd. room,

He nnd Lottie whirled lnto & dance
while Mona and Barey sat watehing.
The dunce ended and the four had a
few hands of bridge. The gamp was
golng merrily when the telephone
rang. Steve answered to return with
a werious fnee.

He looled nt Mona sympathetically.
“Tt's for souw” he gild  serlonsly.
“Rud's downutnirs sod wants you to
eome home, e has a enb walting,
Baid he'd rather Barry and I didn't
eome nlong.”

“1'Il go with vou'" Lottie snid, dis-
appearing into the reglon where they
left their coats. She was back with
Monn's wraps hefore the other girl
huil gathered  ligeadlf togoether snf-
ficlently to speak.

“Don't worey,' Harey begged ns he
helped Mona into her cont.

ul appeared then at the door of
tha apartment, “It's nothing really."
he mnid. “Afn fust fait bad and wanted
you home. Ul get a doctor [ rou
sny %0, I don't think it's anything
perione, though."

The thres stood waiting for the
elevator.

“Monn,” Steve snid, “I'm wrorrr
Bud thinks we ehonldn't go with you.
Telophone us, will yon, when Fon
get home? We'll he here” He paused
uncerininly and then added. “Oh wait
—awe're (ue at the club, Telsphone
un there it rou don't hear from ue

Mona ngresd. The elevator nr-
tived and the anxious little group
digparsnd,

“The club?" Barry nsked in a pua-
glod tone, “Are we going thore?"

For answer Steve shook hin head
mysterlonsly and shoved Barer Inta
the apartment, “Do sou think I'd
have let that girl go home alons 0f 1
thonught her mother was really i7"

Rapildly he sxamined the outer door
of the apartment. A flicker of an-
noyance pasyed over his face.

“Then you sald that—7" Darry be-

an,
¥ Stare nodded. “Exaetls!" Ha polnt-
ed to the doar. “Moran took sn im-
nrossion of the lock while he wan
walting. He'll pgo hacle beenuss he
thinks we're golng ont. Are you game
tor a little reception pariy 1"
“Thev'ra coming for the Empress,
Bteve 1"
Stave nodded. “Ther are! But don't
rr nhont that Tmoking arotind

for w moment Inakul] it

Steve rubbed hi= hands  together.

w,' he ehuckled, "we'll show Mr,

k Harkine we've ready for him!"
(To Be Continued)
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