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Steve said nothing and Barry putin briskly, "There aren't many like
this one! Steve keeps it right here
in this apartment."

"Risky, isn't it?" Mona asked
quietly.

"Hisky? Sure. What isn't risky
nowadays? It seems," Steve'a voice
became suddenly bitter, "that it's
even risky to offer a gift to d

friend. If it hadn't been for you,
Mona, those diamonds would never
have been mined. I wouldn't have
finished the- job without you to think
about."

"Save the necklace for a wedding
pHnent I" Barry suggested hastily.
''Maybe she'll wear it then."

"Will you, Mona?"
Something in Stove's voice fright-

ened the girl. "Yes," she answered,
"I will. If only you don't stipulate
whom I shall marry when the time
comes."

"I'll leave that to you," Steve said
gravely.

"But about the Empress," Barry
reminded. "Even I don't know where
he keeps that."

"The Empress? Oh, yes." Steve
straightened. "Tell you what I did
with it. Remember, I know a thing or
two about crooks. There was a man
in the old gang named Bridgie Hay-de-

He was a 'dip' used to stenl
jewels right from the necks of women
who came into the supper club. Time
nfter time police would be called in
but no one could ever find the dia-
monds on Bridgie. He'd sit there
drinking ginger ale and maybe eat-
ing a sandwich before a bowl of
crncked ice. The table would be
cleared right under the eyea of the
police and there were the jewels,
hidden in the bowl of ice!"

"Ia the Empress to be found
among the sardines and maraschin-
os?" Lottie asked.

Steve smiled and shook his head.
"Not exactly. I put it in the top ice
tray of the refrigerator."
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"Wait," Steve said mysteriously.
He rose, twirled the dial of the radio
and strains of danc music floatedliin about Mona's neck and she

FtM. cunDin? her bands in front into the softly lighted room.

He and Lottie whirled Into a dance
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He looked at Mona sympathetically.
"It's for you," he said seriously.
"Bud's downstairs and wnnts you to
come home. He- has a cab waiting.

Find every so often he'd count
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flushed, started tn sneak and

appearing into the region where they
left their, coats. She was hack with
Mona's wraps before the other girl
had gathered herself togothor suf-

ficiently to speak.
"Don't worry," Bnrry begged as he

helned Mona into her coat.

kes met TiOt tie's. Then Mona
MKidenly. Why, how silly for
think even for a moment

could take them!" She unfast- - Bud appeared then at the door of
the catch snd let the necklace

h into her hand, holding it out
the apartment, "it s nothing really,
he said. "Ma just felt bad and wanted
vou home. I'll get a doctor if you'Te.

ifre nprfectlv heantlful. Thnnk say so. I don't think it's anything
serious, though."

The three stood waiting for the
Steve, for thinking of me but of

i you know I enn't."
ie looked on in bewilderment. A elevator.

"Mona. Steve said, "I'm sorry
Bud thinks we shouldn't go with you.

aa necklace and Mona was pnss-o- p
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set home? We'll be here." He pausedfated.
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"The club?" Barry asked in a pui-zle- d

tone. "Are we going there?"
For answer Steve shook bis head

mysteriously and shoved Barry into
the apartmentc- - "Do you think I'd
have let that girl go home alonp if I
thoiichf her mother was really ill?"

and came back to the embar--
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Rapidly he examined the outer door"lire a darlinp, Mona," Bnrry
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Steve nodded. "Exactly!" He point-
ed to the door. "Mnran took an im-

pression of the lock while he was
waiting. He'll go back because he
thinks we're going out. Are you game

her Min then and what ft
we girl he had painted!

,uui(i nimseij wishmff .Mona
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for a little reception party.'
"They're coming for the Empress,

Steve?" ,
Steve nodded. 'They are! But don t

worry about that." Looking around
Steve rubbed his hands together.
"N'ow," he chuckled, "we'll show Mr.
Buck Harkins we're ready for him!"

(To Be Continued)
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