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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE The Little Student By HAROLD GRATIN KAY
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"I suppose he left town on Friday,"she an id, and took the towel Ann

handed to her.
'Where did be go?"

"Albany."
"That isn't far. Only about 60

miles, isn't it?"
"I don't know. I wiah It were

China."
Ann aaid, "You do?"
"Yea, I do. And then I wouldn't

be hoping all the time."

"Don't hope," Ann advised, and
filled nn eye cup with Grnnd's boric
ai'id solution. "What is he doing in
Albany, for pity's sakes?"

"I don't want that eye stuff. The
new hotel building I told you about.
He wasn't going. He'd tatted his un-
cle out of sending him. Don't I don't
want it, Ann."

"Of course you want it. What will
you say if Grand or Bosalie asks you
what you've been crying about?"

"For once just once in my life I'll
give myself the dear delisht of telling
them it is none of their business."

"Cecily! I must say! You won't
make yourself any happier, dear, by
being mean and making other people
unhnppy."

"My word, Ann, you do preach,
don't you?"

"I'm sorry. It is contagious, may-
be. Did you have an overdose of it
at supper this evening?"

"I didn't go down.
set it out for them."

"I'm hungry." Ann said. "Let's
go down and find something."

"I couldn't eat. I couldn't think
of eating. I really have a bad head-
ache."

"Come watch me eat, then." Ann
put an arm around Cecily's waist and
pulled.

"I wish," Cecily said, as they went
down the stairs together, "that you'd
tell me how you manage that serenity
of yours. I'd give almost anything for
some of it. I'm not sure that it is
genuine; but there is something so
sort of clean about it."

They were in the lower hall before
Ann answered: "I'm afraid you'll
think I'm preachy again, honey, but
I've thought a lot lately. I well, I've
had lots of time alone to think. And
one thing I thought sort of seems to
fit in with what you said about seren-
ity being clean. I don't know, but I
think that sorrow is something that
should he put away and loft alone:
that it is something that shouldn't be
taken out and fingrr'd and soiled."

The moon puked out from between
two small sprawling clouds and blot-
ted black shadows, industriously, into
the silvery whiteness below as Earl
said. "Yeah, but litspn, hon. Butt'H
be out of tlie hospit.nl in a week now,
and hn wants his car see? 'Nother
thing is. I gut to get back to Denver
nnd deliver that dninn pardon me
desk to the other guy and get off my
bonds. See?"

"Beloved," answered,
"I wish you'd remember about my
not saying 'see' all the time. I love
it, of course; and I wouldn't change
a thing about you for the world, if I
were the only one,. but it would give
people who didn't know the depths
of you and all a kind of false impres-
sion of you. That's why I wish you'd
stop. I don't want people who "

"Sure, I know. But listen, hon.
What I was getting at was. how about
that classy little vaudeville act? I'm
telling you, hon, and I'm not kidding
you a bit. that you'll never have a
better chance for cleaning up money,
and cleaning it up easy see? You
give me your promise, a long time ago,
that you'd think it over see? (Jive
it your consideration and all. Hut
you won't do it. You won't look at it
serious, nor "

"Henri's dearest, I have. Honest
and truly I have. I've talked it over
with my friend and everything. And
I just think the same thing that un-

less a girl has exceptional beauty and
talent she is foolish to select the stage
as a career." That was Lrmiutrude's
mother talking.

"Oh, yeah? Well, that's where
you're wrong, Frankie. That's where
you and me differ see? And maybe
I'm in a position to know a little
more about it than you are. If a cou-

ple has the looks and the aet, they
don't need hardly any talent. Besides,
I told you, I got talent. And it isn't
like you couldn't do steps or anything.
You got the rudiments down portly
good: and, anyways, mostly you'd
just feed me sop? You and I in a
liUlp art that this guy in Denver
would fix up for us we'd get swell
bookings, and T'll toll you why. I can
stop, see? You got the looks, see?
The public Is sick of t mammas,
They want something young and in-

nocent; see? A little hot stuff com-n.- g

from you the contrast would
go big. You got n sweet voice. Like
I've been telling yon all along, you're
the perfect ideal type.
You know that, sweetness?"

(To be Continued)
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