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CHAPTER XXVI !1
H , Crowan Prince of
rgi}::‘lfll.u‘:lﬂ left her Liane
3 quite still for & momént,
son Yeom the Dallroom cawme fto |
ifie muted gasps, She
ne, I ought to wn back to
'+ apd ses Olive for a mo-
o'l wonder where I've vao-
gha wondered how the
ould find her wrap. Kha
1d him what it was like.

foot on ths Dbottom

rince W
pd pot 19

With oné frresolute. As she
paie ahe Cliet oo yelon

” mman
“;fi'd-mn'a move, Eirl. We're got

L2 "
g corereds aled tn tim
Lightuing-like she wh:r ’m;
clothes. ne wWas

o get A
in evening
paw befors the
T‘J:d‘kaml’cu'!h.rn slipped over

mr eyes " ¢ the men
“Grab her, Len," one o

d clamped itself

wid prullly A AR wnkindly

her mouth.
:"mr ug'.eﬁ her.
alr on ber . 2 )

| off, unnol

g:r:m‘!};;r Igm. pﬂu was Ufted up.
:h a car seat  The m'n'rh“
Foxsinn leather, 0:1 'ﬂ:’mu. »
ﬂ?ﬁ oé:: ::Wl.?n seat beside her
selensed her hu.nd:. He sald wi;g
jronle politenexs, Do you no “b
o scTeAm DOW, misa, Better bs

Bhe falt the hit

make no troable.
qui-;;:dh“ her lps to keep from
weeplng.  “1f ft's my pearls you
want) whe aaid tremulously, ‘you
ay sa well have them now and lot
o o. I've nothing elee of value/
ut your trap now and don't
wother mo,' the man sald with en-
ging  frankness. hare
your ey i it
hoy rode thereafter in silence
5,31.,: only by the grunt of u;g
pan in the front seat. Right here.k
Lisne heard the mam beside her anl
a1 the car alowed. A grunt from
tha front meat waa the reply, The
spmad to turnm,
“E-‘n'r"n faw minutes thoy traveled
. gnder branchen bending so low Liane
eald feel them serape the tonmean.
| Then the car bumped over a deaply
rotted lane and came to A stand-
sl " :
“Ogt hers” commanded the surly
alt herself llfted, car-
viish,  Liaos X thought, to cry

No use, she
;!u:td'nuw.ﬂ She was In the bands of

the enemy.
man earrying her went up
Q]'E’“onl that ereaked under him.
4 door swung on protesting hinges
aod the fetld alr of an nur‘hntm.d.
nnﬂm‘&utﬂnoﬁ room assailed Liane's
sontrile
st the man who had
ai?:d s The other one could
to heard in the hall outside, shout-
ordsr at some unsesn henchmen.
he man returaing Liane's atare
iy lron gray, loosely built. His
mouth was a thin, cruel line. Hands
ln pockets, he lounged n{ninn the
Tintel, rar:;rdllus ::a girl  with
onle EAR
u?'":'%u'lrln the Iu!lrt kid who bo&;pod
Giony Welsman over the head down
at the gold const movies,” ha acocused
Liane, The girl's heart gave a wild
Tap. Did this explain the strange
adrenturs In which she now toun‘
dergalf? Were thosn men friends of
that captured bandit who had tried
to hold up the box affice at the
Willtws Stream theatrs?

Hut the man's nest words be-
ed thle o

“Don't get me wrong," he laered,
Glney's mo pal of mine. T just
mmembsrad s2ein’ your pleturs in
the paper at that time,
“You talk too much,” growled a
wies from the doorway. Liane
glanced up to mea the first mnan's
partner glarlog at them. “Get out,
Frnrled the neweomer, “Always fall
fag for & new skirt. Shup your gab
aed beat It

¢ man with the lron gray
bale sidled ont, muttering.

“Now, look here, girl" began the
newenmer in An aiiy tons more dis-
tisteful to Lisne than his growl had
qulet and you won't
I hear you starting
don't,

baen, "You ke
gt buzt but §
any fanpy business — well,
thnt's alll™ 1

"I you'd omly {ell me what It's |
all about,” Liane began desperately.
The man grinned horribly, with-
out mirth, “You'll find out what's it |
ull abont” he grunted. Tuklnﬁ ap
hiy station {n the othor broken-down
Imther chalr he drew a plpe from
tha pocket of hls coat an bann]
Ilsurely to stuff it. Liane noted

face. 8he kicked violently, | lapaing

alflx

d | Liana looked

that hls evening clothes were of good
quality, nis linen spotless. Doubtless
be had managed to slide by as ons

T“ilO! the guests of the club.

Liane best ber hands together
softly. Bhe looked across at the
calmly smoking jailor lmi. amid
agalo. “Plesse let me go. This ean't
do you any good, you know, Mr,
clulmu,h | have searching par-
tiea out.

The man smiled evilly.

“?J-“h' wo hedn's thought of that,
-}

b

“Pratty lttle plece,
purred at her. g!l big hand reached
out to touch her bare shoulder,

Lisne sprang back. Like lght-
ning was her movement as ahe
darted out of the bif ehair and
away from the man's graspin
fingors, But ome foot was unah
and the other, in ita high-hesled
silver allpper, stumbled. She would
have fallen if the man's bateful arm
bad not reached oat to steady her,

“Better be good," he warned.

He throst her back into the eol-
chalr, His .ulon-Uke fingers
reachad for bher supple young love-
Uness agaln.

Eoep away from me"” Liane
moaned faintly, And all at once
everything went black befors her
She felt hersell falll

sn Linne opened har eyes the
man was bending over ber. She
felt cold water, ley water, telekling
down her neck. Bhe pur up her
hangd to her hend. or f{ingers
eame away red. “Blood," she moaned
faintly,

“You fool,™ the from gray man
was uﬁinz. From her place on the
floor Liane could ses him dimly.
He was in the doorway Inoking
fisrcely at the man with the ecat's
By

“You {fool, you!™ he repeated.
“Makin' passes at. her and scarin'
her to death so that whe passes out
‘und bumps her hend on the corner

o0 are” he

of the table Hes went into the
ball sod ealled in & raucous volce,
“Molly!"

A fat woman in a disty apron
enme. Bhe had a red face
crenses in it and her halr was dozme
In n pancake on top ef her head.

“Molly, get me some clean rags
and a pan of water," sald the man
with tho fron gray halr, The woman
ambled away. Linne Iay there, still
halt darzed, hating the fetid floor,
the emell of blood and the oy water
on her face and shoulders,

“I thought ahe was a goner,” the
man nearsst her admitted, “I thought
sho had passed in her checks.”

“You're a_ fool"™ aafid the iron
gray man, The woman ecalled Molly
came wadfling back with soms tora
strips of white cloth, and an earth-
enware bowl She sald pot & word
but watched the man as he lifted
Lians to ons of the magging chalrs,

“Leave ma alome,” the girl sald
bitterly. “Tou've dops enough.” Bhe
shrank from his fingers. The man
sald roughly, “Hold still, you. I'l

this ecut.”

The woman stood by regarding the
tablean curiously out of her beady
oyes,

Onee she put out a sofled hand and
touched Liane's petdl soft drams,

“Pretty," ahe sald wonderingly.

at her with |oumth1n§
lks hope. The woman seemed stupl
but not unkind. DBut presently she
waildled away agaln, leaving Liane
alona with the two men and the
girl's heart sank, She began to feel
dos; erutelg sick. Hor head wan
gld and a hot paln burned In
one temple. Her teeth began to
chatter as {f with ame.

“Get her a shawl" eommandad
the {ron geay man. he man with
the cat's eyes went ont, ;rumblint.
Liane cloaed her eyes. he room
whirled around her.

Now ths second man was follow-
Ing the first from the room.

“Wo're not supposed to hurt her
—vwat,” she heard him say, She tried
dosperately, but falled. Sho wan
rateful even for the comfort of the
nteful prickling robes someons pre-
sently threw over her shoulders.
Sha heard the womnn's eackling volce
and the iron ;rng man's rumbled
command, “Watch her a minute. I've
got to go to the garage.”

Ho roturned to Liane, shook her
by the shoulder. “Mind pow, mno
funny businesa!™
“Molls hers has n gun. The place
is watched, You stay where you
nre it you know what's good for
you."

Liane nodded.
(To Be Contlnued)

he warned her.
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