JAPTER XVII
e begnn ' Mrs,

. "MT dear Clees-
Pt sivaly, “T enn't tall
Pl S Clive is brightening

you b &
TL op, In Hér plain

Liane ,’;nm“;,h the bronze gold of
Black or demurely framing her roay

ber BU% Tooked like s Bappy child

this BOFRIDE.

seem more Interested,
she observed demurely.
The old lady favored her with a
"h?‘]'.‘:"":c.?p sald with firmoess.
"_udhé;" seams to have given up
1 of east.
i pl--“.:i;f;jgf‘ it any mors”
dogan ® Tleit a falntness, almost, at
Lisoe 2 “hen she remembered
L;-'Ili flaunting that star
wirs Ting on the third finger
apphie Gdy ittle hand and e
sagtentd ) g 4 in eat-
w0 ther's improviog gr
d ?El: n!lrén {ady chaerved In a mo-
I B%upr. Mendel's very much
m]:f;'ed with her progress, I'm glad
fh ig gattled down to & quist con-
“fm.nu. She was #o rastless

uI!!l:t:; sald softly, ‘I persuaded

o lat things deift, he's not
E::d ‘m I:hnr, vou know. Bhe's never
hinmim:;llrr;mgbt. desp down, “Tt's

it—syorth anythin 1 ecan do
'_'_ni}th3.[.\-.t-,-1r gots baotter.”

Nrrars Clive o the hall, T Jnst
h,,f,f‘"h.'“, come down,” lalrl“MrIL
{lasepaukh in n satlsfied tone, He'll
drive you down to the village fo

ennds, he said)
d"[,m::-::\]: obedlently to gat her

""E;.. {honght the young mAn wore

wedly sulky alr s he handed
;,i]”?;:.;l".lm rﬁnﬂulnr. Then sha
;.:'1 in with hin mood and heraelf
was allent.  Once she stole a wide
lance =t hin moody profile. Clive
!rm lka a drmo* this morning,
tnok eorners with roclloss flour-

ish., Something bad evidently bap-
pened 0 &Iﬂ:n.rh _hln.:.

ot a clear sky he eaid abrupt-
|L0L!'T.\Irntho: tell g;ouwnhour. those
women coming? ¢
d!g‘:};i. women? No, she didn't"
w0k, Fanny _Amberton and her
|‘.|t§r. Trassn Lord. Devilleh nuis-

wnces.  Fanoy's 1015 years older ) § 1

passa, Thinks we should

::;e ;rmatrh of it .\[arhpr”daun'l
throw fita at the idea elther.

Liane snid, mystified, “Which one

thinks rou should make a matel of

"Won, Tressa; of course. Bhe's
ahaist my pge—maybe a shnde young-

or. Mind of a cagey kitten, effec-|

tice looking but dumb. Fanny stage
pansges ber and in Paris frocks
sia's not bad.  Mother sars she
has social presemee, whatever that

" Lisgs laughed. "No wonder you're
g

WWhen's your birthday," he asked

Wovembae 10, Liane told him.
“ qulte lrraihwnntls.
= A4l he 10,7

J:‘l'][nh!'n:-\!!" He'd forgotten his
* geouth now, was laughing at her
openly, J

“Infant yourself. I'm worlds old-
or than you are, really. :
— M1 tall you what! Taet's play
hookes—not~ go  back for lunch.
L+t's go on to Southampton and
Tood and buy your mother some
LAto-dads to chesr her up, Flowers
S3nd things. Maybe a  what.d'vee
wtll:ft—bed Jacket"

= Liann sparkled. “Oh, but we
seughtn't tol Your mother won't
=ik it"

"* The young man took on masier-
“Yulness in an_instant. “I'll make
1t stralght” he aald. *Don't you
worrer, 101 ph-zno.fﬂ:m the village.

Lians knaw she had never en-
fared a dar mors thoroughly, Even
the thaaght she was “playing hook-
o1 didn't bother her much. They
drova through the drifting leavas to
a little blue and wearlet ten room
where girls in Peg Wolfington eaps
served them m  golden omelet and
golden mushrooms and some ruby
Jelly fn & dish the ecolor of jade.

| candid, bl
teeis oty

At least he |

| sounded—wall,

where they bought the hed jacket,
o froth of pink wsatin and cream-
eolored lnce, and a new book and a
thin box of mints, Cass’ favorite
candy.

"You're nice,” Liane sald to the
Foung men &g ther turned home.
ward, Baid it simply, matter-of-
factly, quits without coquetry, Bhe
meant it,

“You think so—honestly? You're
got over balug mad at me?"

“I was paver—exactly mad,” Lisne
confessed, looking up at him with
eres. “I was con-
and startled at the whole idea,
L (didn"t know exactly how to take
"I'm & clumsy onf" Clire pald,
ripping the wheel !riml! with thoss
ein brown hands of his,

Lians sald, “You weren't but 1
Ihnn_;h:{ you were ragging me and
I didn’t like it. The whele thing
yaded—s !fnntut;?"

¢ idea of marrying me was
fantastie!” His hugh grated a littls,

Liane eat up suddenly, sald quite
sharply above the roar of the motor,
“You know I didn't mean that!
Why will you be sn difficult? I
meant that the idea of your marry-
ing mes was extraordinary. Cophetua
und the beggar maid."

But the young man dido't seem
to notiee, He drove on through
the golden afternoon. Out of his
deep reverin he snid with abrupt-
nexs, “Lot's annolnce our engage-
ment bafore Tressa Lord arrives?”

The new giel was all in gray.
Gray kidskin coat wrapped tightly
nbout her long slimness. Gray kid.
skin turban eoquettishly draped over

er green eyes,  Gray reptlle skin
shoss smortly ahrisking of the Rue
de_In Paix,

When Liane cams down 15 min-
utes- later Tressn Lord was inuring
tea and looking as though she had
never gat anywhers else than behind
the old Sheffisld urn., Liana f{elt
ghuche and achool-girlish as ahe
was I;lruenud.

“My ward, Liane Barrstt,” Mra.
Cleespaugh sald affectionately. Tres-
sn Lord gave her n piercing glance
of Ingulry, taking ber in from ths
top of her bronze gold head to the
tips. of her old

"So  glad—"
an_ alr of di

brown brogues.
she murmured with
Isaing the ¥ 4

irl,
Her sister, Mrn, Amberton, waas
a  highly colored woman with a
richly massaged look. She might
hate been 35—she might have been
10 wears older. Ons couldn't tell.
Bhe prattled on in an affected volee
of thelr stay at Nles, the "charm<
ing men" ther had mat on the boat,
the tarrible tims they had had get-
ting through the eustomn,

YAnd where's the darling boy?"
she asked at last.

YClive was so sorry. He had to

into town on business, Has will

o here for dinner.

Mrs, Ambearton sighed In satls.
fnction. Bhe cast an arch look at
Trassn who Ignored It.

“Thia dear ehild,” Mrs. Amberton
purred, stretehing out her hand to-
ward her sister, “has been so sought
after—so frantleally wnzml—br_ balf
n dogen darling boys that she's in
gad nesd of a rest, Tanclng til
all hours! Every human_soul wo
knew seemed to ba In Parls fust
hefare we left”"

Tressa lit a cigarette and stared
out of the window,

“Lot's change,” she safd abrupt-
Ir. "I'm dead. Darling Eva,”"” this

| thelr roome?

Ther drank tea out of thin l:llEl
and the voung man smoked as the
girl_ata a pistache ¥
"Tou don't wmoke?" Clike nsked. |
" LT-I-‘l'-'-' ’Hrnln:iud. “T never learned,” |
BEA iy
Cliva soamed to ke that., Ther
drove to what he called a “shopps”

| talt the visitors’ suspicion am
Batry. |

with an abrupt changs of manner
ns she turned to Mra, Gluignush:
Yyou're &0 Kweet to have us herel

Mra. Oleespaugh looked properly
gratifisd. "Lians, dear, would you
mind showing Tressa and Fanny to
I'va given them places
in the new wing. It's a great deal
more comfortable, Liane and her
mother are next to me in the old
ronmue."

Tresss arched her brow. Mrs,
Amberton sald politely, "Ahb, "}\Iiu
Barrett's mother {s hers then?

“Yps, She's been very fll and I
persuaded her to come here until
she's strong. You must mest her
when she can see guests, Such a
sweet person. I'm o fond of her”

Lians was leading the way. She
d dis-
liks and stiffened hersell to mest
{t. Tressa sald an shs left them,
“Sn kind of vou, Mise Barrett"

It was the tone she might have
usad to an upper servant,

(To Be Continued)
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