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CHAPTER IX
TOUR DESMOND could be an en-
ertaining dinner companion. Hav-
ymmoned & taxi he handed Liane
ith & flourish and demanded to
driven to Wishwnaters, the gen-
palnee down on the shore, He
mised Cass he would bhave her
ehter home En mood time for her
ning appenrance at the theater,
t was all very surprising apd Linne
oved {t. The young man talked ens-
and wittily. His wns the vernacu-
of the newsnaper city room, crons-
with the world of sparts and of
oadway., I wis an eynical an
s managsr, in some ways as art-
s as a child of iz,
Murlel will—well, she'll crown me
¢ this' Linsne mald, loughing, an
sy pnt over thelr coffee,
Desmond _lifted an_ interrozative
brow. “Sars which?"
#0Oh, all this!" Linne indicated the
ancing floor, mirrored and smnoth,
n which a few earlr couples were
von pow executing slow, snail-like
teps, The tented top sparkled with
ehts. Cara were besinning to burs
to the drive, their wheels crunching
n the gravel outside,
Desmond regarded his enp indif-
reptly, “Nice girl. Muriel, bhut
onchtless" he observed drily. “You
pre protty swant to come with mes on
last minute hid"
"1 wan t!rillr.:hf."d. Linne told him.
meant It
'ITT'LI be seeing you" Churk Ten:
and said, patting her hand as the
x{ drew np nt the theater.
Degmonid told the driver to hotfant
for the station, He would just have
o to make the first act of “The
alle™ Well. this evening hadn't
en wastad ontlrelr.
- - -

Elsle wanted to know, “YWho's the

w box friend %

Tiane said demurely, *“My mother

e to know his mother"

WOk, that hologney ! Elsis Tost in-
ront, She went on, “D'ye know, 1'm
nd of worey we're cheaking out of

re next month, T'vo got used to

» wmell of new-mown hay mixed

th my enrhon monoxide and UlT misw

Still, there's nothing ke Septem-
r 1 in Times Sr!unrt'. Thore's a
eling in the alr—oh, I don't know—
it something wersa Just sbout to
pen. Something big”
CHT know," snld Linne dreamily, *1
naw just what you mean but it sel-
om Hoes hapnen.”
oNoper enn te1l*  Flsle winked
iabrately. ““Believe It or not. there
re nlata batehine nround here that
on't meet the oye.”

Linne, thinking of her adventnre
hat afternoon, shivered s Jiftle. Elsle,
ot notielng, eontinued, “That Muriel
irl, for instance. In she n fast work-

r? Beliove it or not. she han Jittls |

or Rlue #nting ont of her hand
7ait till the seandnl colomns gat hold
t that. Which Junior Lenguer is
hat way about what drama star?
“&he only met him this afternoon’
Iane neotested,

“Yeu, I know, But what that dame
oen with 24 Nhours Is nobody's husi-
esn.” mald the cynical Elsie. "Mrs,
lue's little boy mnay be hooked be-
lars he knows it. He's not nsed to
hess  high-powered debutantes, 1
on't mind.”" sha explained, “if she'll
¥ off my Clive. But Muriel's a nat-
ral born poacher, and if she thought
ha econld hurn me up by going for
im. =hae would.”

Linne had heard a great deal of this
the past so she Tent & mildly inat-
entive ear. “1 wouldn't worry,' she
ald, ahsently. “Yes, Mrs. Gridley, of
aurse I've got your tickets reads.”
Elsie tonk the hint and drifted
long in the directlon of her dressiog
oo,

The lttle coop grew stifling an the
ening wore on. Linne sat stiff and
atehful,  amiling  her professional
nile at the late comers, the women
1l smartly erapped and heavily reent-
in their feail chiffons, When the
ot flaw open at the lntermission
he canght & glimpin of & dork, low-
ine face nbova a danzling shirtfront,
an Rohard! He did not even glance
ward Linne., The mirl with him wag
ell, luscionsly hlond. Her black
aek wan daringly eut swny st the
ck ta whow m rotnded nale 6f galden
oulders, She talked animntedlr, a
earet daneling from the enrner of
ar geranium-stained mouth, Bhe
ked bored and ?nt.ic‘
L

Liane's heart wan beating so rapldly
almost mtiflad her., Of courme he

wonldn't aven look st her, Whpt n
fool ghe was to mind! Oh, she hated
him, she hated him! Linna had n pud-
den wild longing for groon. fislds and
eool durk places where she  ecould
bury her face In long grass and weep
lonz and satisfringly, unheard.

_ﬁnw shn envied all thess youne
girle at Willow Btream. They had
everything =— money, family. that
riunted and elusive thing ealled back-
ground. Ther eould reach out and
tnke what they wanted in their gresdr
little jaweled hands with the nicotine-
stained fingera. No matter what they
desired. & atar mapphirs, a trip to
Europe., n handsomas hushand, there
waa nlmost always some adoring mals
to get It for them. What did ther
know of striving, of heartbreak?
What did they know of aaving up for
A winter econt, wenring soma friend's
cantoft shoea? XNo, anay had theie
littla ermine wraps, their balf & hun-
dred Paris frocks, thelr perfumes,
their horses and thelr planes. No
wonder when s fascinatine man looked
ahout for a girl to admire he chose
one of them. They wers so patted,

t_Pmnur abont them, The Cinderellas
of the world hadn't a chance beside
such rivals,

Sha put her hend down to hida the
rush of tears that threatened to come.

A shndow fell poross the book in
front of Lier, “Don’'t move., Don't say
n word!" warned a menacing voles,
“Slids up that window and give me
the eash!"

The startled glel lnoked up inte
romber eves under a polled-down ean,
Trembling she obered, Hor fascinnted
gase watehine the hlue barrel of the
gitn ha leveltd at hor. Therse wns an
eltoteie ‘tonsits in the lttle foyer.
Two other men, buth armed, stood in
the dosrwar. “You people, give us
all you've got.” eommanded one. The
women, whimpering, had begun to
strip thomselves of their rings. One
sereamed and wax ordered summnarils
by hor white-fared escort to shut up,

Linne fumbled nt the eateh that
swung opoen the harred door of the
enge. Underneath the shelf wos n
short, ugly weapon to be used in ease
of eniergency, She thought quickly.

“I ean't budge this," Linune said,
with a child's quernlonsness, “You'll
hnve to eoma around."”

"No funny business, now.” warned
the man In the eap, backing off. Ax
Tiana opened the door of the coon,
she hrought her gond richt hand down
eufldenly, The Invader feoll with &
thump,

All nt onos thare was confusion in
the lobby, A woman sbrilled “She
got him." A gun barked once. There

wis A rosh oand a scurrring, Four
men wara grapoling with this rohlwr
who had firéd his zun while the other

mude a precipitate rush for & parked
enr.

A giddiness swept over Liane, She
atond siaring at the slomped figure
at her feet. “Take him nwny, some-
bods,"” ahe monned wenkly, Eversthing
rwirled hinckly around ler, She felt
bernelf {alling.

When whe opensd her syen Van
Robard waa bending over her,

"Ginod girl" he was saring husk-
ily, “¥You wers the best man among

ne.

Bhe folt those words were her an-
ealade, The girl in the Wack dress
was whimpering. Somebady cherorad,
Well, she'd showsd them, anyhow,
hadn't she? Bhe micht be a beggar
meid but she wasn't & coward,

Vian wan entexing her into the little
office now. He wng nll soliciiude, the
blond girl forgotien. Thers was n
terrifie hubbub all shout. A woman
wan having hrsterien, Man wers rush-
Ing to and fro. Under cover of the
noise Van murmired, “I'ried to gat
you to lnok at me befare tonleht, but
yon were nbsorbed in business”

The look of faint reproach Liane
gave him was tinged with mockerr,

“T aaw  youw' she  murmyred,
“Hadn't you hetter go hack to her?”

He flushed angrily. Tha little doe-
tor bustling in with his hlack hag
interrunted their tnblenu, *Here, here,
Mr. Wells thinks I'd better look you
over. Any bruisen?"

Van, defeated, shrugged himaslf
awny. Linns submitted to the pbrei-
elan's ministrations,

“Right as r8in,' was his wardlet
“They t#]] ma you werse a brave
young Iade.”

Bhe amiled at him faintly, searcsly
listening, Tdane thought, “right as
rain excepnt for a ereat brulse on mr
henrt.”

a0 admired, Ther had a nimbus of
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