CHAPTER XLV

~w appeal was from Irepe but it
= STht woleed by h:r. Gaylord
elegram, quite unaware

1 4‘ﬁr would be interpreted

< li'-,-c.‘ il for help.

s, b i, o] Beed 4 Bavs
i applie

] 'hf,;“f::l:u he must be kept

pospital lonuer than was &t
ved but she was daing nice-

PR grafting was necessary

d {nsure her against permanent

eely 10 e, Sha would Hke to have

- er with her If that were

Hp would defray the ex-
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729 Everett was horrified, =1

mew 1t she wept wildly,
L;!v poor little baby! Her
face—I knew .hi was
). aren't you ashame
b‘“'vglh talkod!" she “”id:“
ink of your mpoor sister
L are s':!u slone fn a hospital and
ait ST e face all torn to pleces!”
?iy  Jeft the room. Bhe bad to go.
pﬂ-l'n‘ﬂﬂﬂ"?‘- swept over her,
fad sk Bron reaponsible for this
nad happened to ber sister?
have been safely married
gow but for her interfer-
what had it done to Tom-
“ei nearly wrecked him as
¢ the end of Beryl's own

RS
Ei]] 1) coElin

gﬁll,
sho sank to her knees
Lagj';::?“k: i, How bad sbe dared to
:r.riera in the destinies of others?
Remorse drove her to thoughts of
She must do something!
w's erying eame to  her
closed door nnd flayed
sonl untll she belleved
olely responsible for all the
wur hail befnllen the fumily, 8he
for it! She must do

iful to think of Irene out
nless, except for the grudg-
log care 0f unloving husband, And
Tpe hadn't anked wnything of them.
e was being hraye.
0f eourse Beryl could Dot know
eyt Ireme was being cared for in a
hoapital room with two nri-
rees and every possible Tuxury,
r could Teryl know that in her
asslassness’” Irens was planning the
eonquest of Tommy.
- . L

¢ did not mind belng in the
5 l:f:or the doctors had told
would not be disfigured. The
kad bekn severe nt first but it
w1 gone now and she could give her
n 1o the role of being an ex-
ta dnvalids
ghs bad a manicurist and halr-
fresser in dally, And she was such a
By, awast little thing the doctors
red bor grontly, Her ntrses, nat-
7. did not share with the medical
the confidences they exchanged
each ather,
4 feweof the lesser soclial Mghts
wio were not sure of the outcome of
e separation from Gaylord came to
wt ber and brought her a lavish
aetity of flowers, It wans quite
E'.';l: the realm of roason, s one of

s callors expressed it. that the
[h;cnt would bring Gaylord and
o8 togother nxnin

*Thus Trens hnd an nudiencs to
st her, Bhe wiis anything but the
jeet pnd forlorn little creature her
ter bnd begun to pleture her,
«Thire wan n change when the doe-
her she must linve o trans-

(T Ther 1rone bocame fright-

went awWAy to send the messsge that

plinged Beeyl into gye b

sell-reprouch. toiallo i L
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When he was gons Trene was sorer
Mhe Lnodp't asked him to send for
Tommy. 1f Tommy could ba with her
now, eould hold ber band for fust a
little while before they took her up-
stairs to that swful room, he'd naver
WARE to let her go sgain, She'd be
sure of him then.

“I'l wend for Tommy.," she eon-
noled herself, "just ms soon as it's
over. What she meant was that she
would send for bim as soon as she
wnl: & pretty patient again,

resently she telephoned Garlord
to mk if he'd sent for her mother,
He said that he had, i

“WHI you meet her at the station

aggllhr':fg her hel‘.t:l?" !‘Irfnn anked. *1
suppose you'd mind if she stayed
at the gr::htwel]. would you?"” o

The Brightwell wss & fashionable
hotel not far away from the hospiml
and Gaylord couldn’t belp thinnkin.:
that Mrs. Everett might be more
comfortabla elsewhers but he did not
say this to Irene. Ha was anxious to
have her recover and depart from his
life. I money could speed the time
he was quite willing to spend |t. He
had come to aee Irens as nothing hut
a glamorously pretty little female,

Mrs, Everatt was frantie to reach
Irene but ber condition was no lonzer
one of mock illmess, Bhe found her-
self too weak and prostrated to under-
tike the journey. And so it was Bersl
who was mot at the station by Gay-

lord and escorted to the botel where
he had mude a resercation for her
mother, Trene's thought{nlniss, hows

ever, designed to Impross her ne-
quaintances and hee nurscs, wis lost
upon Beryl, 8ho gave no thourht to
her surroundings. Hor one wish was
tn got to her sister an soon A8 pos-
sible.

He was shoeked nt the echange In
her, When she eame up to him at
the station while he was looking for
Mrs, Everctt he did not know her un-
til she spoke to him. Her face was
deawn and thin,

Gaylord wondared now {f he bad be-
traved hin shoek, Lord, it was ter-
rible! The Velvatan Girl! What had
happéned to her? The gardenin akin
and the kind, smiling lips, the eloar
gray cves that laughed or wore coolly
serens,

- L -

Gaglord could think of notking they
wera like now but ashes, gray ashes,
cooling over somethiog that had died.
Was it the spirit of the girl?

Ha watched her coming toward him
after she had left the elevator and
told himself that she was like some-
thing erushed. But when they got
into his ear and were on their war
to the hospital he became conaclous
of anothear change that had come over

arrl. Bhe showed signs of a deep,
all-consuming fire of emotional uan-
rest,

‘Does Irene know that yon are
ecoming, and not rour mother?" Gas-
lord asked unensily, for Irens's lack
of fenling toward her sister was no
seeret to him.

"No," Rarsl sald glmply,

Garlord experlenced the odd sensa-
tion that she was reading hix mind.

“Irene and I were never real sis-
tors,” she said quietly, “but evers-
thing Is golng to be different now.”

Gaylord did not snswer, hut pres-
ently ha felt he shonld warn her.

ined nod ment n tenrful messnge to
jyloed to coma to her, He nrrived,
ieeled againat an appeal for forgive-
s

Ireze studied his face for m mo- |
prot when be entered the room and
pe that it would be useless to ex-
pet more than he bad given her,

"l want my mother!” she wailed
Mthatically, “Gaylord, I want my
r. ;

ominad to send for Mrs. Ever.
it but he dld not offer more and
uidenly Irena's mood changed, She
o n rage nod accused Gaylord |
réspansible for her troubile,
od're o pelfish brutel” she railed

bo really loved me nnd then rou
téd me for your business and
it sports. You thought more of
10 and wild dueks than you did of
{6, h 1'd never spen you!
itk I'd let Beryl have you! It
Fould bave werved her right!" She
wonped shore of admitting that Beryl
14 prevented her from marryiog
ummy,

"Tee" Garlord answered auietir.

‘Eyist you had let Bersl hnye meo
Py worth m ear lond of girls Ifke
! P"l‘ I doubt if she would have

think money eame
he added bitterlr,
to sob ‘and Gaylord

it with Ker,
Irenp brgan

“Irens has not changed,” he said
hluntly.

“Pachaps not,'" Boeryl sald, “T did
not expect that. It Is 1 who have
l!hnn:m‘ borause you see it was I who
was in the wrong'

Gaylord tiashed her n look of snr-
prige, The steads burning of that
inner light daunted him. After that
be remninad silent.

Beoryl had nothing further to say
either. 8Bhe did not even ask about
Irene's condition. It seemed to Gay-
lord that she was obseasad with some
thought which was all-absorbing.
“Nothing else mattars, T gusse.” he
decided. At the hospital he told her
he would wait and take her back to
the hotel.

Gavlord balf-fearsd she might ask
Hlm to go up to Irens’s room with
her but she only maid, “Thank you"
in 8 voles wo colorless he could not
know if she had ynderstood.

For n long while hs walted and
when Beryl retarned he could discover
nothing in her face to indieats that
his fosrs hnd been realized. If Trene
bed treated Bersl to a scene her ex-
pression did mot reveal it nor dld she
say nanythine about the convareation
“ He wns mnot surprised. however,
when she told him, on the way to the
hotel. her chief reason for coming to
Onakdale,

(To Ba Continued)
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WELL, | HATE TO DROP A CRSE
AS ROW AS NMOURS. MR. OLIWVER -
SO | TOOK ANOTHER CRACK
AT THE OWNER OF THAT
TRUCKING COMPANN =

| "WD MM WE
WERE GOING O
SUE HIM FOR.
100,000

[HE SAD IF WE DIDNT DROP
THE CASE COMPLETE\N HED
PROVE |N COURT THAT “ou
TTOLE THAT TRUCK AND
WRECKED I'T IN NMOUR EFFORT
TO GET AWAN= HE HAD THE
NERVE TO DD “THAT HED NOT
P&&&s mh‘rFCHh%ﬁE.
ENER, \F W
\QUR CLRM FoR ‘viwycs}:“%t

ME UP =~

( I'VE HNEVER BEEN UP ‘\
AGRINMST SLCH A CROOK
1N MN LIFE = 1T BURNS '
I HBUE SOME
MONEN OF MY OWN AND
VM GOWNG AFTER THBET  /
BARD = {'LL SEND HIM
TO JAIL, \F \TS THE
LAST THANG | DO =

——

—_—  — —
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By HAROLD GRAY

NIX, FERHAM=YOU'RE A FINE
LAD AWMP MEBRN WELL~ BUT
WERE LICKED = \'M JUST AN EX-
TR LR S R ce
- O CHAN
AGRINST THOSE MOWES = =
THEND CONMTINUE THE CRSE
FOR NEARS AND MOST LIKE\M
BERT US ~ LET IT GO~ MO
USE BUTTING NMOUR HERD
AGRNMST A WALL -~

Bag. 1} % P OF | Copyegin, #7130 The (2 sage Traes |

BEHIND BY

THE ;
TMOOM* MANS
BANDITS,
MOLLY MADE

USUALLY
[uBmMIT
FEACEFULLY
WHEN IN
A TiGUT
SITUATION.
AMD THIS
TIME SOU
SEE HIM
PASSIMG OUT
LIBERAL
DOGESOF
‘BAD
MEDICINE,

WITH
TELLING
EFFECT,
BUT——

LEMME GO AN'
TLL SCRAP You ALL
ONE AT A TIME,
HOLDIN' ONE

HAND BEHIND

e
o Fenbares Sumdinaie lne

Chread Mrliain righia ress vt

RIS TLINGO;

AND THE
LAD'S |

GeMERDLS
OF FER

A SHORT,
) BUT LIVELY
EiMAL
STI?gGOLE‘

o

WHAT A BREAK!
A WOODEM COLLAR,
WITH A PAD-LOCK

FOR A COLLAR-BUTTON!
WHAT & BREAK !
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By MARTIN

1 wo ! vou
SEE , BOOTS -
TUE BEEN WG
—— MT YO SRR
You  AGRN

W] "I‘ e

oM, You MusTRY =
THATS ML OUER,
MIGTER. X = OR,
1 SPOSE 1 SHOUID
CALL NOU FRANT.

y

NO = PLEASE |
ALWRS CALL ME
MISTER % ! \Ys
A MEMORY »ere
OF TWE MOGT
WONDERFOL
TME 1UE BUER

i\ #1031 8Y heA sivice,

A

- AND, NOW TWAY 1VE
FOUND YO AGRRY »o
1 CANT TR Yoo
HOW WAPPY L

== LIFE SEEMG
WORTA - LW - 7227

<\
v wen win!
NOW AINT THIS
NICE o ME
U INTe
YA FOLKE THIG
way | Mo,
= VRE A
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By GEORGE MeMANLUS
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SHE 12 ONE PERSON |
WANT WOuU TO DANCE
W To-MGHT:

U

MISS BELLA PHANT-
| WANMT You T
MEET MY HUSBAND
| WE 1S JUST CRAZY
TO DANCE WITH You -

- — Q%

I MOST
BE-

L7

| 1 WASH THE MuSIC
WOULD NEVER SToR

===

Iy

e
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1 WIS THEY HAD |
NEVER STARTED
Wi (VT YOURE ATOE

DAMCER-AINT
~ou? YES
TESPECIALLY
OM MY TORS
; e ] bt

e

WHATS THE

WUz You RUN
OVERT

[:]
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NO- WALKED |
OVER- |

© LG JatY Pearmre Irte
Greal BAAIR M‘m
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WELL, IF ANYONE 6T INTD
=1 THAT ICE-BOY LAST NIGHT
= THEY DID T UNDER MY
NCSE =1 DIDN'T
LEAVE THIS' SBoT

LAST

\JFLL' ANVTHING
HADPEN

NIGHT 2

1D SWEAR TME (GE-

NEVER SAW) A S0uLs )

y )
T WELL, WELL
4 ODEN IT AND

BoY waSNT, B
TouHin, SIRT 57
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By WALT DISNEY




