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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE An Uubeatable Game By HAROLD GRAY
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urn" .mSsed but ehe waa doing nice-f;r-

ihe araftinK waa necessary
S ilT.Tire her against permanent''JS'n She would like to have

w'nt i,T to Mna the message that
plunged Bervl into such an abyss of

VThen he was gone Irene wss sorry.he hadnt asked him to send for
.lommy. If Tommy could be with hernow. could hold her hand for Just a
little while before they took her up-
stair, to that awful room, he'd never
want to let her go again. She'd be
sure of him then.

"I'll send for Tommy," .be d

herself, "just as soon as it's
oyer. What she meant was that she
would send for him aa soon as .he
waa a pretty patient again.

Presently sh. telephoned Gaylord
to ask if he'd sent for her mother.
He said that be had.

"Will you meet her at the station
and bring her here?" Irene asked. "I
don t suppose you'd mind if 6he stayedat the Brightwell, would you?"

.,her with her If that were

sjible. "

TYerett wa horrified. "I
Mr- - .h. wept wildly.

tSm it! My Poor little baby! Per
IB. little face I knew ahe waa

''JS i aren't you ashamed
!f?i,wir'you talked!" .he raged at
Sf . 'Think of your poor eister

i

v" -- 11 nlona in a nospitoi anu
lt urn. u t0 t0 iecea!"

TIM TYLER'S FLYING LUCK By LYNN YOUNG
Zrk the room. She bad to go.

JKUsation swept over her.
' for thisshe been responsible
B,.?7i..j honnned to her sister?

The Brightwell was a fashionable
hotel not far away from the hospitaland Gaylord couldn't help thinkingthat Mra. Everett might be more
comfortable elsewhere but he did not
aay this to Irene. He waa anxious to
nave her recover and depart from his
life. If money could speed the time
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Should have been aafely married
Kmrnr now but for her interfer-".- 1

too what had it done to Tom-(I- T

It bad nearly wrecked him as
costing the end of Beryls own
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!f. had' befallen the famUy. She

tt make up for itl She muat do
tometbioK!

It was pitiful to think of Irene out
helpless, eicept for the grudg-:- i

are of an unloving husband. And

tine hadn't asked anything of them,
ib, was being brave.

Of course Beryl could not know
Irene was being cared for in a

Ante hospital room with two
. tiH everv possible luxury.

ne was quite willing to .pend it. He
had come to see Irene as nothing but
a glamorously pretty little female.

Mrs. Everett was frantic to reach
Irene but her condition was no longer
one of mock illness. She found her-
self too weak and prostrated to under-
take the journey. And so it was Beryl
who waa met at the station by Gay-
lord and escorted to the hotel where
he had made a reservation for her
mother. Irene's thoughtfulness, how-
ever, designed to impress her ac-
quaintances and her nurses, was lost
upon Beryl. She gave no thoueht to
her surroundings. Her one wish was
to get to her sister aa soon as pos-
sible.

He was shocked at the change in
her. When she came up to him at
the station while he was looking for
Mrs. Everett he did not know her un-

til she spoke to him. Her face was
drawn and thin.

Gaylord wondered now If he bad be-

trayed his shock. Lord, it was ter-
rible! The Velvetan Girl! What had
happened to her? The gardenia skin
and the kind, smiling lips, the clear
gray eyes that laughed or were coolly
serene.

Gaylord could think of nothing theywere like now but ashes, gray ashes,
cooling over something that had died.
Was it the epirit of the girl?

He watched her coming toward him
after .he had left the elevator and
told himself that she waa like aome-thin- g

crushed. But when they got
into bis car and were on their way
to the hospital he became conscious
of another change that had come over
Beryl. She showed signs of a deep,

fire of emotional un-
rest.

"Doe. Irene know thsfr you are
coming, and not your mother?" Gay-
lord asked uneasily, for Irene, lack
of feeling toward her sister was no
secret to him,

"Xo," Beryl said simply.

POLLY AND HER PALS By CLIFF STERHETT
Nor could Beryl know that in her

helplessness" Irene was planning the
'iji! conquest of Tommy.

Irene did not mind being in the
hospital after the doctor, had told
i ,he would not be disfigured. The
siin had been severe at first but it
in tone now and she could give ber
Mention to the role of being an

invalid.
She had a manicurist and hair-irtii-

in daily. And she was such a

itir, sweet little thing the doctors
idmired her greatly. Her nurses, natu-

rally, did not share with the medical
sen the confidences they exchanged
with each other.

i few' of the leaser aocial lights
rio were not sure of the outcome of
her separation from Gaylord came to
itt her and brought her a lavish
Jantity of flowers. It waa quite
jitkin the realm of roason, as one of
irse callera expressed it. that the
ircident would bring Gaylord and
kens together again.
"Thus Irene had an audience to
flitter her. She was anything but the
frject and forlorn little creature her
tter had begun to picture ber.
-- There was a change when the doc-to-

told her ahe must have a trans-
it of skin. Then Irene became frigbt-wi- i

find sent a tearful message to
Gaylord to come to her. He arrived,
steeled against an appeal for forgive-ms- .

Irene studied his face for a mo-
ment when he entered the room and
iiw that it would be useless to ex-

pect more than he had given her. .

"I want my mother!" ahe wailed
Hthetically. "Gaylord, I want my
Bother!"
"He promised to send for Mrs. Evere-
tt but he did not offer more and
i:3denly Irene's mood changed. She
tm into a rage and accused Gaylord
(f being responsible for her trouble.

"You're a selfish brute!" she railed
it him. "You took me away from a
boy who realiy loved me and then you
terlected me for your business and

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES Pshaw I By MARTIN

Gaylord experienced the odd sensa-
tion that ahe waa reading his mind.

"Irene and I were never real sis-
ters." she said quietly, "but every-
thing is going to be different now."

Gaylord did not answer, hut prea-entl- y

he felt he should warn her.
"Irene has not changed," he said

bluntly.
"Perhaps not." Beryl .aid. "I did

not expect that. It is I who have
changed because you see it waa I who
was in the wrong."

Gaylord flashed her a look of sur-

prise. The steady burning of that
inner light daunted him. After that
he remained silent.

Beryl had nothing further to say
either. She did not even ask about
Irene's condition. It seemed to Gay-
lord that she was obsessed with some
thoueht which was
"Nothing else matters, I guess." he
decided. At the hospital he told her
he would wait and take her back to
the hotel.

Gaylord .be might ask
him to go up to Irene's room with
her but she only said. "Thank you."
in a voice so colorless he could not
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bid and wild ducks than you did of
icur wife. I wish I'd never seen you!
I wish I'd let Beryl have voul It m 1 ici &Mmhnwould have served her right!" She
topped abort of admitting that Beryl

hid prevented her from marrying
loiamv.

know if she had understood.
For a long while he waited and

when Beryl returned he could discover
nothing in her face to indicate that
hia fears had been realized. If Irene
had treated Beryl to a scene her ex-

pression did not reveal it nor did she
say anything about the conversation.
' He was not surprised, however,
when she told him. on the way to the
hotel, her chief reason for coming to
Oakdale.

(To Be Continued).

'!. Gaylord answered quietly.
I wiah you had let Beryl have me.

she i worth a car load of girla like
fw but I doubt if she would have
Jid me. I don't think money came
.est with her." he added bitterly.
-- Irene began to aob and Gaylord
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