CHAPTER XLI .
5 bad consumed two muffing
re A kely with her pls
in immedistely
.u i;’l‘d of Derry Meade.

press my  gréen l':'l_k

{g: asked har mother. "I}
g% to wear it on the train.
“ig the trais ? o

oyes, I'm leaviog this afternnon

kdale, I've some business
;f,,o:n attend to,” Irene added im-
;:-un'.'_r,

was worried, “Thera's
is there?" she in-

Her mother

ihing WIORE,
:'z.ud pnxiouslr. i i !
» shrugged. “No. [ f:.
”Lr::iin: 1 want te see Gaylord
about”

snther's face clenred and Irene
g..!;{nn?l’;n: she hnu:'md 13'?&‘::5.&'3
~s reconeiliation. Irens hn &
b: 5 -.( kope this, thereby making her
gwn depTiure easier.
Afrs, Everstt did not question her
fusther. Please don't say nnnhm'
1 und J;End until I'm gone,

ig,slrsskmt. 1 don't care to talk

haut my plans.

: Her mother ngreed with her that

slience was_hest. TIrene left without

Ysing goodby to Tommy. and since
would naturelly lead him

r mother 1
rﬂ' gupnoes she had gone to remain
Jrene poped he would renlize his loks,

way to Oakdals sha opeu-
f with thoughts of her re-
ymy, muaking plans for
together and even plan- |
She'd wear n |

All th

138 i -
::n‘rpp‘ tint of yellow in it A satin|
with deeper rose slippers,  hag to

pateh und an armful of pink and wel-

Jow rodes

Realls it wasn't so far to Oakdale
41F the distancs it had seemed

when she [eft the town.
She must watch out for that little |
station they ealled Old Town, where |

(Oekdala

had been before It moved :1[1|
Ritl

the hill, She would get off the train |
tiare and telophone, Surely there
woukd he o teleplione In the station.
It would he too great n risk to go on
to Oakinla =tation where she would
be sure 0 encounter some acquaint-

{ §-1a 28 S

frape had weltten home about the
penntifyl  Onkdnle station once, to
toast that Mr. Prentiss, her fnther-
tielaw, hnd given the park sdipining
town nnd placed n handsome
ne fountain in the middle of the

honor of the memory of his
sold wifs, Gnylord's mother,
h wght of thin now. as the
tenin b ng her back to the aene af
ber belof married life, slowed for the
atop at Old Town. It was an express
hot &1 trainn stopped at Old Town. |
You conld get off the fast traina
these, but vou eonld mot get on them,
Treae had lHitle fear of meeting any-
row in (14 Town, |

opr &

Fhe seht of the prominence of
the Pr s fnmily, Tommy Wilson
wa o nice boy.  She  renlly loved
Tommy. But the Prenfiss mansion

was the finest houss in town. Darn
Tierry Mende anyhow! Why didn't he
sur whers he belopged and not mo
ehasing nftor voung married women.

Trpne was rking up m atnte of
rightaons Indignation agninst Dercy,
He was to hlame for all this, Gay-
lard's {ather had been going to glve
her & oar of her own eholee next, snm-

Hi'd evon hinted about & gen-
ie settlement on both mother and
1 whion the first Prentiss grand

i
chlld shonld arrive,

Irene wondered f she hadn't been
hasty {0 }

dog Wm understand she
d it far too enrly in hor life
r to think of having ehildren,
at's all old penple ever think
#n thelr ehildeen get mareied,!
| memberad eomplaining to Gay-
I Yt's  perfectly  disgusting!
Dan't they sunpose n glel wants to
bave & lttle pleasure in life befors
sho mettlon down "’

Hke hnd not auite understood the
way Gaylord had looked at ber on

helped her off the
s gave him a quarter,
d it with no warmth of
Jn his mumbled, “Thank

d been n difficult pazgen-
ad frait and she wanted it

) She had flowera nnd
acks and stacks of magnzines, She'd
beo nll hersell amd taken o
om hesides, But she did|

;lnul made up with Gaylord.

O oo u_:muu'_l

nnd the flowers on display during the
dny, e fruit was hrought to her
nfter meals in the dinini car. Tea
Was erved to her in her room and
she sent back saveral times for dain.
tirn she thought ahe would like.

. - .

It made her fae!l like a prineess to
travel thus and sho hali-hoped the
ather passangers would think her a
maotion pleture actress going to Hol-
Iywood. * She kept her motion plee
ture magazines prominently in sizht.

In company on the trin thers wore
several fascinating young men who
picked up magazines and opened doors
for Irens, who gave har a seat when.
ever she appeared 1o the crowded
club ear, though the only proper
place for her on the traln was the
observation platform,

Those who remained on the train
by the time {t reached Oskdale were
SOTTY to see her go but the porter
was not. “Two bits an' a conpla
mensly dimes,” he grumbled to a fel-
low porter,

The other porter ghowed s dollar
from a lower berth passenger and
grinned. “I'se laughin' las'," he pro-
claimed heartily,

Ireno had to earry  her sulteass
bersell when she finlshed snving
gaodby to her new ncquaintances just
outside the train. She hndn't wanted
to have it taken into the sintion un-
til sho saw who was abont, The guits
case was lght. Bhe'd told her moth-
er ghe wouldn't bother abeut her
wardrobe until  her “business’” in
Onkidale was sottled. Mrs, Everett
understood this to mean until Irene

"

Heelng no one she knew Irene en-
tored the small and dingy station and
looked around for a telephons, There
whs note [n the waiting room and the
sttition agent was nwar.

Acroks the streer thore was n small
general store. Irene
if she could telophone thers, She was
annoyed to find the instrument
open but the store wis deserted ex-
eiépt for the presence of a soung man
who tald ber ehe could use the tele.
phone  *with  pleasure,”  mamd  she
naedn’t soy much to Derey.

The youne man had been staring nt
her, at first openly and then, nppar-
antly romembering his manners, more
gunrdedly, ever sinee she entersl the
plnee,  Irann was flattersd. She nes
eopted thin interpst as n compliment,
Hor fur cont was eastern mink and if
the youth didn’t know that he conldn’t
belp knowing it wasn't chesp.  Her
snug little hat which barely ecovered
the erown of Ler head and allawod
her wenlth of sunny hair to show was
the cutest thin:‘ rln-'-'.i. ever owned,

Trane smiled aver her shoulder as
she asked for n number. nnd she
pouted prottily when she falled to get
Derry on the line. Bhe tried pzain
nnd again, and at last was told that
Derrr wan skating on the laks at the
cotuntey club.  She asked to have a
message sent to him and gave the
ntumber of the store from which she
was telepboning so that Derry might
call her.

After that she was free to amuse
herself for n while. Suddenly It oc-
coemd to her that the young store
elerk might bave some inte
gossip nbout mome of the
knew. It might even he 1
she could learp something to indicate
Gaylord woulil lke to have hep o
turn,  She'd plar her part in n rece
onciliation If Geylord and his fathep
would come half-way.
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DOES POISON VY HAVE A
FLOWER, SAMLELT? DEAREST
WANTS TO MAKE HER LITTLE
PAL A PRESENT! &

i
Vi o

her again with a  measure of swhat
she'll lost. She il not know that it
In muel ensler for . poor man ta
Imagine himself rieh than for a rich
man to fmngine Kimself poor.

Fase and luxury coming to Irane
suddenly bad given her the fden thaot
she eommundod wuch thingk beeiuse
sho was herself  beautiful.  Sinee
elie’d left Gaylord she had renlized
that rich youog men do oot fall into
overy  beantiful  girl's life, As n
Prontiss sha'd bad the opportunity to
meot men of wenlth. She had not at-
teactod ope of them. As an ex-I'ron-
tine she wan sgnin Just Irene Everetr.
dnughter of a small town grocer. 8he
hadp't enough of the Prentlss money
to rise far above this station, apid
she bad no eneeer to remove her from
it.  Bhe might grow old befors she
met another wealthy man who want-
ed marry hor,

Ircne tried to apen eonvorsation
but the young clerk seemed shy, She

hor fellow passengers the | wan still frving 1o make him  talk |
Inoking at her flowers.|when the telephone rang.
hor drawing room door open {Ta be eontinued)
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