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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Plans for Expansion By HAROLD GRAB
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around her mothers compressed lips.
You might have thought of that."

ahe answered, "when you wouldn't
take care of yourself. Irene is mar-
ried and gone. It seems to me theones to help are those at home."

Beryl bit her lip to keep back a
sharp answer. There would be some-
thing In whst her mother said, were
it not for the many dollars of her
earnings that had gone into tha fam-
ily exchequer.

"I am doing all I can." she said
quietly.

"And I've done all I can," bar
mother retorted. "I've atood over thia
stove and baked until I'm black in
the face. Irene waa the nnlv ,n

THE rAtWTCR

The Best

of the Nation's
"Human-est- " and
Funniest Comics

On This Page

Daily

ME f HsVJXi I

FORGOTTEN HOVJ
TS?indinS to loe control of it.fCb " knowt which i

B(" 'i! Side," she 'd- "I nT"
?t;U,"nir brought-u- p car, did ITO FsGHT?

.'."'a--

with sense enough to look out for
nersen ana 1 m not going to hurt her
pride for the sake of some who criti-
cized her."

Beryl knew that ahe was the
"some referred to. "I don't want
her to help me." she said. "I could
get a Job if I didn't have to help Dad
in the stora. And I can't aee
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'Yon can't T Don't yon supposethat it would humble her to ask Gay-lor- d

for money for her family?""I suppose it would, a bit. Beryladmitted. "But I'm aura Oaylord
wouldn't mind if she were grateful.""Well. I wrote to her nnea
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It and she hasn't answered. I'm not
going to do it again!"

Beryl was quieted by the finality In
her tone. The task ahe'd been about
was finished. She took off her smock
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ana ronea down her sleeves.
"I'll take the salad to the store.1

she said hurriedly. "Ia the cake
iced?"

"No, you'll have to come back for
STOLEN GEMit.

"I haven't much time. Tt'i Rntnr.
day, you know," Beryl reminded her.

"You don't need to tell me! Hasn't
every Saturday aeen me chained to "BOaCOWEO'
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mis aitcnen tor a month?"
Beryl feit suddenly very sorrr for
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"Never mind tha Mn.n ih ntd

L . P ft , a"I'll whip a bottle of cream at the
store."

"And suppose the cake doesn't
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"Mrs. Barstow will take half of
It. and Tommy will buy the other half.
We're goine on a picnic tomorrow to
celebrate Tommy s return to college.

Beryl could not be depressed with
the prospect of a picnic with Tommy,
especially when it marked a signal
triumph. Before starting she reso-
lutely nut trouble behind her. And
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so thev drore along, earefree
4" if each had a dark clond
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Z sonny hours they spent together.

happy thiaBsryl waa particularly
It waa Sunday and the grocery

Jura closed. Tommy too waa
SlMied from bis lahora in t garage,

tomorrow he would return to
Sigie to night claasea. keeping the
m Job. making bis own way and

to Beryl's entire satisfaction
1Tb. always raid his debt, in full

It had not been ensy for him. Pol

Hrkln had given him a nasty beat-ta- r

but Tommy considered himself
tark? to escape without a cracked
lud And his uncle's attitude when
Tommv went bock home had mode it

possible to ask help of him. Tommy
had staved one night, refusing to ne--

Bryl'a offer. The next night
slept at the garage. In fact, he

o,
at the garage until he received

fi, first pay. Then he, took a cubby,
hole in a nearby rooming house.

Bervl loved him deeply. She won-it- i

at times if Tommy realized
this She'd tried to place all that
lad passed upon a basis of friends-

hip Tommy wasn t conceited. he
bsd that to count on. He'd alwaya
accepted her in a matter-of-fa- way.
01 course another boy . . . but she d

dri been in Tommy's life. ' Just
5i that wart in hia thumb." she
thoorht whimsically.

Beryl, hopelessly In love with blra.
Bed about Irene. When he asked for
atvs of her sister and there waa no

oswi she invented some. Oh yes.
thsy'd had a letter from Irene on
Tuesday (but It might have been two
Tuesdays past).

She could trust her mother not to
n her away in tbla practice for
ri. Everett said little of Irene's

eommunications to them. Mr. Ever-t- t

was less reticent, but Tommy
rarsly encountered him; for Mr. Ever-tt- t

was working late at the atore
these days. His helper had been
lit eut for lack of funda and work
that Mr. Everett had done in the day
time be was doing now at night.

Beryl and her mother made the Bal-

sas and cakes to increase the family
laeome but most of Beryl's time was
speot In the store. Shortly after she
resumed her duties as cashier she real-

ised with sinking hesrt that the busi-

ness was headed toward disaater.
All her own funda were exhausted,
spent in large auma to the New York
apefisllst.

When she spoke to her father about
this state of affairs be acknowledged
vearilv that he knew it aa well aa she
did. "I've begged your mother to
write to Irene to help us out. he
confessed, "hut she says we ain't no
business lathering Irene."

"She knows Irene," Beryl com-
mented dryly. "If thst girl's gen-
erous, then Shylock waa Santa
Clsus. Look at the things she's sent
Bother, a pair of ailk gloves and
robber exerciser!"

A few days later Mr. Everett ap-
peared at the store with a brighter
(see than Beryl had aeen him wear-i-u

for some time. "You mother's
written to Irene." he explained.

'That's great," she said, and turned
ktstily away.

As the dsya passed and nothing
wis heard from Irene the brightnesa
vanished from Mr. Everett'a face.
Beryl knew that he had quarreled
with her mother, but when she was
Present Mrs. Everett would say noth-to-

There waa a look of stubborn-es- s

on her mother's face that Beryl
heard Mr. Everett describe as mulish.

Perhaps her mother didn't realise
low thines were. "I guess." Beryl
Slid to her one day, "yon don't know
how serious it is with Dad. He's
pretty badly in debt. He's got to have
a life line or he'll sink."

The lines of stubbornness deepened

the whipped cream cake was sold as
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a whole besides all the salad. Beryl
decided ahe must make more of the
salad aince people had begun to ask
for it. Perhaps the Everett craft
could be floated on salads and cakea.

She remarked to Tommy when ahe
served him store cookies that ships
ought to have spires made of spun
sugar and keela of chocolate and oars
of peppermint sticks and he asked
her if ahe were rational.

"What's that about the path to
yonr door?" she soid dreamily. "I
think I'm going to atart one on step-
ping stones of browniea and deviled
eggs. Maybe I'll get a stand out here
aomewhere In the country and serve
hobo sandwiches , . , you know.
Tommy, people have to eat and if yon
mnke it a pleasure for them If 1

mode something better than anyone
else made it and ..."

Tommy reached out and took her
hand. "Cut it out." he aaid huskily
and Bervl said. "Making a auccess
of anything Is thrilling, Tommy," for
she knew that he waa contrasting a
career running a lunch stand with one By MARTINBOOTS AND HER BUDDIES Hey! Willie I

aa a elnger. .
She had to be very careful with

Tommy in some respects. He had
changed. To Beryl ha was vsstly
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After a bit ahe managed to turn
the ronveraation into a discussion of
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Tommy s future. She bsd a beautiful
time listening to bim, and watching
the aun glint through the autumn
leaves on his hair. Tommy would be
somebody some day.

They drove home In mellow dusk.
Most of the way they had the road
to themselves. Beryl's old car shot
past other vehicles essily. Some
drivers swore at and others envied
the young couple.

Beryl closed her eyes that night
with a happy sigh, and did not woke
the next morning until her mother
came to show her a telegram from
Irene.

fTo Be Continued)
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