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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Jake Goes Into Conference By HAROLD GRAY
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! 3 not believe that Tommy's char-- ;

ad become completely under- -
m

, ...ntionpik was such a slleht
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.he had known. She hoped never
feel as she had when Dr
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"Why can't you mind your own
business?" Tommy retorted.

"That'a Just what I am doing,"
Beryl said. "Please come with me
Tommy somewhere where we can
talk. I want to tell you somethingabout myself. I'm in trouble too
now."

Tommy drew back and tried to
peer at her In the
People rarely thought of giving
Beryl sympathy. She never seemed
to need it. Beryl continued urgingwhile be hesitated. Her voice was
fraught with despair and It was
genuine. She clutched at Tommy,
suddenly afraid with a blind unrea-
soning fear, that he would not listen
to her.

Tommy turned back toward the
"Get in." be said gruffly. "I

non't want you hanging around here.
Pol won't stand for It."

"You drive." Beryl said, and
slipped Into the seat at the right.She was trembling so she could not
have held the wheel steadily. Tommy
became aware of her increasing agi-tation.

"What's the matter with you?" he
asked bluntly.

Words to answer him were Jum- -
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They had left her alone. She had
' ..ted them to. And what she had
' ibouuht and what she had suffered

id blocked out her youth left her

i woman.

She wa woman tonight as she

nt to find Tommy. She felt char-Nib-

toward him. She might have
',, her voice anyway without tramp-ta- g

in the dew and beinR out when
should have been in bed. Tommy

tidn't s'ked her to do that. She
rouldn't blame him. Besides Tommy
hid helped ber. His need was the

ricf of ber niisforlurte. Her future
liould not be sacrificed for nothing--

.

Ever since the thoucbt had come
her that now she could make an

Lntal which Tommy must listen to

Borjl had been resigned to the hope-fjn-

nf ber situntlon. She even
(mind it n relief not ,0 nn'
Jrorrv about the Inndequai-- of her

It wouldn't matter now if

,h rauclit cold. Her voice was gone.
' Something- In her throat had hard- -

f0(,d. The voice wasn't coming hack.
'

It had bnppered the night Pol had
cot Into trouble. Pol had got out of
it. but Tommy wouldn't have. He'd
aire been made the goat.

Bervl had parked her car In front
of Pol's bouse when he and Tommy
time out to get into n truck which
,toed in the driveway. Beryl went
over to them and insisted she would
follow the truck if Tommy went with

. F"rol looked nt Tommy. "All right."
he id sharply, "we'll settle this
later. Tom."

- "I guess you know what that
" means." Tommy exclaimed to Beryl
"m Tol drove away. "I'm in bad.
' Pol's hnd about enough of vou !"
;. "Then ouit him." Beryl returned

foolly. "and save yourself from being
kicked out of bis gang."

Tommy had sworn angrily and
' w.'IVod away.' Pol was arrested that night. It
' rMn't come to anything but he
'

blamed Tonimv and thereafter Tom-to- r

hnd evaded Beryl with complete
ui'eress except for one accidental
meeting.

That was three weeks ago. Irene
, Mn'f written and Beryl hnd no ej-- ,

to tempt Tommy Into a talk.
ietoF inni"ht she would have no

meo. in neryi a minn. sue did not
know which to use. How could she
tell him?

Suddenly she put her face down In
her hands and Tommy was aston-
ished to hear the sobs that were
torn from her lips. He drove the car
to the side of the road and stopped.

Beryl, crying, was a complete
stranger to him. "Gee." he said
awkwardly like a little boy, "gee.
Beryl, don't cry."

Beryl lifted her head. "I know,"
she said. "It's a nice way fn art IS3I. Kln Petlurte JvrMlfale. ree. Creel Srllet Hghu merrrd.
after dragging you out here to listen
to me." She dabbed vivaciously at
her eyoa. "I've had a tough break
lominy. Tt's tough for you, too,

because I've got to tell you the
truth. My voice Is gone. I mar
never sing again and ... and they
sny it wouldn't have hsnnened if

POLLY AND HER PALS Bv CLIFI" STEM RETT

I'd obeyed the doctor."
"Why didn't you?" Tommy asked

logically enough.
"Boenuse I couldn't." Reryl told

him. "It was you. Tommy. Tou
r eeded ft friend. And you can't deny
that there were times when you'd
have got in a lot deeper with Pol if
you hadn't hnd me on your trail."

"Yes," Tommy admitted. "I guess
that's so. Do you mean that " He
roused and Beryl finished for him.

"I should have been in bed when
I was chasing all over the country
lt.oking after you." she declared.
"And now. Tommy. It's a showdown.

HERE'S WHERE ISiVE ANDR LL " I

SSv A "iSOF TWIN BOTHER jtff &0
V. TWINS' ' ' I HAVE NO ) ttX MsNr WiAm S BROTHER ) Vf?UC-ANDI'MNO- T

X-- STANDINK5 C r TWIN. OR S '

? AT HOME TO f

fV5 'IS? UP-- ' CA ( OTHERWISE.- -J dfiKSfl l HOI POLLOl V J

vl flgI ve paid ft big price to help von.
I'm not going to cry any more but
I can't endure It unless you make It
count for something. If you do I
won't care. I'll even be glad."

Tommy stirred restlessly. "What
can I do?" he asked vaguely.

"You can be yourself now and quit
the Lnrkin gang. You know you
can't' stick with them forevrr. Tom-
my. I'll bet you're sick of It al-

ready. They know how to take care
of themselves better than you ever
will, but they'll slip some day. You're
not a fool. .Tommy. You know that,
f'oine on hack with me now come
to our house. We owe you a lot our

difficulty in seeing him or she would
i,ot want to see him. "For I'm not
roine to crawl to him if he isn't
worth It." she told herself.

, She wouldn't have plnnned ft test
r for him but this one that had been

thrust upon her would measure
- Tommy's character for all time for

Brvl.
" To put a soul upon the dissect ng

table Is not an ngreenble thing.
Bervl. in her night of struggling

' with her new misfortune, had grown
' rore tolerant, yet she knew that If

Tommy failed her now she could
never believe In him ngilln.

After arriving at the T.arkln house
lh sat awhile in her decrepit old
Mr and weighed the potentialities

- f her venture. She could find noth- -'

lag to Induce her to turn back.
And no matter what she thought

"there was Tommy. Sie saw him as

BOOTS AND HEH BUDDIES Poor Willie! By MARTINfamily but you owe me more. And
I'm licked, if I've got to admit that
all T had to hold to on this old
earth has gone down before th
vivneionsness of Pol I.nrkin.

"Think of It, Tommy." she hurried
on, "my whole future everything

u
that lias given me a chance to lift
myself out of .the routine of work-

ing in a grocery store. I'll have to
go back to that now. and T loved sing-
ing. T love the luxuries T never
hnd before. Tt's horrible to think
that I lost all that just hecanse cer-
tain men ftre crooks! But I won't
mind If It proves you're what I
think von are. You've never been ft

he stood In the middle of the
living room to turn on s lteht.

The. shades were up and the glaring
llnht flooded the shabby mom with a
hard white brilliance, turning It Into
I stage for Beryl. She saw Tommy
light a ricaret and pick up ft news-

paper. Then she put the palm of
her hand down hard on the button
that sounded the horn of her car and
lent forth a mucous call. She re-
peated It In rnpid succession sev-
eral times, making It too peremptory
for anyone to icnore lensf of nil
Tommy who mig'ht reasonably ex-

pert that It was one of the crowd
falling him.

Beryl held her breath lis he came
to answer the call. She had purposel-
y parked her car In the shadow of
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welcher or a double.crosser. Tommy.
l ou ve always been regular. And

THRUST, OI6M2rAEq
now. It s up to you to make good.
I've bought your release from the
r.arkins with everything I bad. Will
you take if, or will you let me
down?"

(To Be Continued)
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I In what
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"Five Year
Plan"?

6 Part of an-
cient Tales,
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II Kinsfolk.
18 Snake,
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14 To decay,
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"Work of the

highest class
of literature.
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. Amer.

1 8 Tendency.
18 Blue Kerns.
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27 Entices.
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80 To avoid.
40 Tenter of

amphitheater.
421'aunch of a

cow.

cloth.
82 Boy.
S3 Frost bite.
64 Two fives.
S3 Pertaining to

old age.
SO King of the

"Waters.
VERTICAL

J Ascended.
2 Slovenly.
8 Membranous

hfUF.

83 Inclination..
84 Red vege-tab- lo.

87 To love.
80 Eon.
41 To breathe

loudly in
aleep,

43 Insect's eggs.
44 Manifest.
46 8unva.
47 Feline

nnlninl.
48 Rubber, pen.

ell ends,
SO Kuchnrlst
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81 Measure of
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mat?

82 Muse of
poetry.
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Boulh
Arnerlra.

8' To Iniltnte.
"To burOcn.
?A Jolly-boa- t.

SO Saucy.
1 Richard 1, of

KnglaiMI.

44 Verbal.4 Small body of
43 Tldv.land.

5 Armadillo.
6 To sew tern

porarlly.

48 Prophet.
40 Mineral

aprlng.
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