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nouneen. "is everytlnnsc comg all
right down btairs, Matilda:'"

"Yes. ma'am. I finished my bak-
ing and Cora's nearly tfarouRh with
the Ironing. I've a cup of hot broth
uniting in the kitchen for you.
Will yuti have it now?"

Gypsy's throat was parched. "That
would b fine." she ajireed. "and
will yu get me a glass of cold
water':'

"Are you feeling better now 1n
Mftildn asked as she took the tray.

(iypiy stifled a sneeze. "Much
better." she said. "Has anyone tele-
phoned V"

"No, ma'am.
"Mr. Wallace didn't send any mes-

sage V"

Matilda said he had not. She de-

parted a moment later, closing the
door after her.

IJypsy stayed in bed drowsing un-

til o:3U. Her head no longer ached
and though her throat was fever-
ish she felt much better than in
the. morning. She dressed in warm
clothing and spent a painstaking
hnlf hour before the dressing table,
trying to cover up with rouge and
powder the murks of illness.

Downstairs the front door slammed
and sho knew that Jim was home.
A moment later she heard his p

on the. stnirs. Gypsy turned
and left the room. He was half way
up the fiiclit when she reached the
head of the sinirx,

'Gypy do you think you should
bs up?"

"Oli, yes. T'ui practically well
now. Did anything happen today V"

While she was speaking she knew
that something had gone wrong.
.Tim's fac was worn and gloomy.
Ho had lookfd tired for days, but
tb wi's worse.

"What is it, Jim?" she naked
quie'rly,

"Come on downstairs," was nil
ho answered. When they reached
tho livmt: room he pulled a chair
forward for her. Gypsy sat down.
Jim paced arrows the room and
then swung around. lie drew a
deon breath.

"Well," h said shortly. "It's all
over now! They've licked me."

"But you can't mean that! Tel!
ro wlint happened."

"It's over." Jim repeated. "'I'm
glad you werpn't thpre to hear it.
After Rpnnpt's performance today
I wouldn't be surprised if she gets
the chair."

"Oh, Jim no!'
"Ho hnd thrpi witnesses." Jim

went on," tpfhni'-n- l pxpertu who
testified that it couldn't have been
suicide. Tough birds to

Of courfp Parker was there
nnd he insists fowler fired the gun.
It's as far as the

goes, hut the high sounding
titles tlipse imported experts have
impressed the. jury. I watched them
nnd I'm sure of It."

Pinner was a sombpr men!. Jim's
shoulders seemed neavy w'th tljp
consciousness of detent. He said
little. Gypsy had forgotten hpr
aching throat, but she could not
wipe from meniorr the vision of
Nina Robert s' frightened face. Phe
thought of the- le;cr locked away
upvtairs the letter to Nina's sweet-
heart. Would she have to send it?

Jim pushed away his. chair after
hp had barclv tasted the dessert.
"Think I'll go to the library," he
sard. "You don't mind?"

Tho girl shook her head. After
he had gone she srt for a while

then went into the living room.
There were newspapers on the tflhle
with sensational headlines. Gynsy
barely glanced at them and climbed
the stairs to her room.

Slip changed her dress for a

ouiltrd, d bathrobe. Then
for a lonnr time she sat and
stnred nt the floor. At last she
turned down the covers and slipped
into bed.

Next morning Gvpsy announced
that thouEli her cold wn better she
thought it would he unwise to visit
thp eon W mom. Tini lon'"d relieved.

"Sensible Idea," he said. "No use
ta'-'n- riks "

She stood beside Mm In the hall
wh"" h jammed on his ht.

"Jim." Gypsr said In a low voice.
"T do hope things will go better
fod-'-

"Hope so. If there's a verdict I'll
tclenhonp.'

"Yes. do.
Twenty minutes later sin- - was In

n taicnb driving enst. Th pnb
halted bcfnre a low brick buntnt-lo-

and Gypsy stepped to the side- -

"
"Wnlt for me," she told the cab

driver.
(To Be Continued)
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