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Murder At Brldge
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CHAPTER XIX

'h Bonnle Dundes had tak.
(7] Glpu n Htrawn's mone-too-gentle
parting gibe with grace, it wan
a_ very thoughtful young datutlu
who set about locking bimeell In the
bouss In which Nita Helim bad been
murdered, and which he had pro-

nlunl to guard antl ht
it B vt b aE tagat
. y at less
El Had the old detective
:u:nl;oled 0 :’I‘u u:::h[n which Dun-
ee, for a apectam
ness, had overlooked, or had heen
uonable to turn wp because Btrawn
had wsuppressed (t? Only his opti-
mistie falth im the old detective's
willingness to on.operate with him,
now that he was mo longer & mem-
ber of Btrawn's homicide wquad, had
kept him from asking Birawn point-
thi it the "duﬂh Chhlmblilll'." f.
* new re would be calliug It
Nad yie1ded up some tangible, wnmis:

takable clum

What If Btrawn's parting boast
was not am {dle Jons, and he really
had “the goods' on p am»
mond? Had the old chief boen Inugh-
!u up his sleeve during the farce of

r thorough-

g ng ont um “death band at
rItI.l am‘l ring the merciless
ulldl.l of old gmln Marshall?

Wut hls pative commonsenss qnick-
ly routed his gloom, Captain Strawn
wan too direct In hla methods, ton
afraid of antagonisiag the rieh and

influential, to have permitted even a
:rt‘padll innﬂlnto l‘rnm the dll-
sttorney's offl tormen

those 12 peopls nndlamr Prohahl
Btrawn, feellng a little hurt st hnv
ing pland seeand fiddle all svening,
lld simply wnnted to get him fuw-
was v 1 now chnekling over
tln effect of hin parting boast, . ..

Much cheered, Dundes llnrnd In
the dining room whose windowa he
bad made faat l?lﬁlt any Intrualon,
so that his suarding  the
house slone might be minimized. A
bo glanced at the table, with lts
piiver plates heaped with tiny sand-
wiches of eaviar and anchovy paste
It tiny allvar boata of olives an
sweet pickles, he Alacovered that he
wan very bongry indeed. . . .

An Bp munched the drylng sand.
wirhes and pipped churged water—
the wardous lNquors fnr cocktalln on
the wnideboard offered a temptation
which he sternly realsted—Dundes's
tbanlhu bolled and charned, throw.

ﬁ ‘ﬂrtw. aftar pleture of Nita
lp Im. () u md then dead: of Penny

heri—helning him st the
I!nonu ol hear Inwalty ta Nfelong
ende: of Florm Milea, Iving den.
tol': and ltln mhulnu th n
shamefal theft: of Karen Marshall
rl!anﬂ, plaring oot the “denth
nd™: of Karen's stricken. chidleh
fare when she learned that hee old-
erly hushand had met and at leant
gr!tdl with Nita Ballm at a chorns
ris

not make a nlllfluory meal ha
tnok h!-u‘lf ha
badroom. . . .
sarved him “ﬂ ﬁcn wan har desk
—a small, femintne affalr of ross.
woM stk In the unrnr of the room
nearest the porch door,

The deak wan not lorked. As Dun-
den lot down the lllnliu 4, whone
mm was marred with many finger-
K Ints, h nw that Its_eantents wers

hopelosn Jumhle. Ba Btrawn had

hn!ou him _to this, ton! Had he|. , .

foand an all:lmportant cloe In one
of the many Nttle plgean-holes and
drawars, stuffing 1t Inte hia packet

h-l hefore & hnpﬂmu uunl "apa-
1 Inveatfentor” arrl
l! t Dandes’s ntlmhs ﬂm Ay

fnntantly dlspelled, 'l'bn wan Nite's
checkbook, & flutter of filleddn
stnbs attached tn only ane remain.
fog blank check. Mo Nita had banked
with tha Hamllion Natlonal Bank,
of whith Jobhn O, Drake—wha an-
parently hated hin ftll!ah fassy wife
—wan 8 vies Eruidnnl! Anuﬂw tiny
fact to be tucked away . . . Bhe had
opened her account. apparently, on
!mrII 21, the day of her arriral in
!l'nlnllroa——t'hl guest  and  emplare
of Mra, Poter Dunlap. Probably Lols
Donlap had advanced har the $200
nn first payment for her prospec-
tive work im organising a Tittle
Theatra movement In Hamilton,
Turning  rapidly throngh  stubs,
Dandes ulnnmﬁ twloe, whintliog soft-
Iy with amazement each time. For
on Aprll 28 and amain on Mav A
Nitn Hallm had  deposited  23000!
Where had whe got ths money?
Ware the sums, ponsibly, teansfers
from neenunta In MNew York hanka?
Hardly lkely that a little Proadwar
hanger-an had had o mueh bard
eanh on denaslt, Than whers hnd she
Et 1t—85000 at a time, here In

amiltan?
Mackmall? . . . Wastlly Bat thor-

‘lluo#ﬂv nﬂnﬂnl that appetisern | try

oughly Dundes ran through the re-
m‘inin; check stubs . « . No record
at all of a_check for rent made out
te Judge Hugo Marshalll

But thers was & stub that inter-
ested him. Check No, 1T—Nita had
spent her money lavishly—was fillsd
an.d. follows, ln Nita's pretty back-

No. 17

May 9, 1830,
To Trust Dapt.
For Investmeant,

Had John O. Drake, who as vice
president In charge of ‘trusts and In-
vastmonts had doubtless handled the
check, wondered at all where ihe
§0000 had come from?

Ona other revelation eame out of
the 23 filled:in atubn, On every Mon-
day Nita Bellm had drawn s cheek
for $40, to ber mald, Lydia Carr.

Again Dundes whistled, Forty dol-
lars & week was, he wagered to bim-
#alf, more money than any other
mald In Hamilton was lucky endogh
to recelve! Nita in s new light—an
over- rmerau- Nita! Or—was Nita
bcr-et paying blackmail on & ymall

ICIO

He reached {nto pigeon-hole
whots econtents—a lhlcl packet of
unused envelopss—had not been dis-
turbed by Hirawn, and was about te
remove an envelops In which te
place the all:important checkbook,
when he notlesd onmthln: -unu;
pecullar. An envelope In the midd
of the packet looked rather th!nlur
than an empty case should, . .

But It wan not empty. And across
the face of the sxpensive, erram-
eolored linen paper wam written, in
thut Mame protty, very legible back-

TO Ilﬂ OPENED IN CASE OF MY
DEATH

~—Juanita Leigh Belim.

Hin heart hammering, and his ftin-
gers trembling, Dun e drew eut
two closs-written shests of creamy
notepaper, After all, who had hetter
right than he to open (k7 Was he
not tho reprra-nlnllu al the dis-
triet attorney? . he had.n'
damaged the rnniops lt h:1
ed very emnily indend—Its flap IIl
yieldad Instantly to hls thumbmall, .
Walt! It had been too easy,
fora unfolding the letter or wl:ll-
over It wan, Dundes examined the
flap of the ‘snvalope, . ., . Yeal He
was mot the firat to open It wince
{ts original sealing, God grant he
hadn't destroyed any tell-tale finger-
prints in hin eriminal haste to learn
any wecret that Nita Selim had re-
eorded here! | Perhnps Nita her-
wolf had umnln{l the lstter to maks
an_addition or & ecorrection?
Well, whatever damage bad been
dons was done mow, and be might
ar_well read. .
Five minutes later Bonnle Duu-
dee wan racing through the dining
room, pashing npen  the awinging
donr that led (nta the butler's pan-
Whers the devil wers the rieps
thnt led down Into the bamement?
A preclons minnte was lost hefors
ha discorered that a door In the
dark back hall opemsd wupon the

ateep stalrm. e

An unshaded light, d | from
the eelling, revea td. the Mrnace hl
one corner of the big basement,
lnundry equipment [n another. He
plunged on, . . . That must be the
tnld's room, behind that clossd door
Godl What If she had escnped,
whila he had been munching eviar
and lnrhnvg sandwiches? A fine
guard he'd been. . . . And It wasn't
as if he hadn't bad a dim wospiclon
of the truth,

The knob turned easlly. He flung
upon the deor. And then his knees
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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

Looking Over The Ground

I'VE SPOTTED ABOLT

MNOY EVEW A STRART -
THERE MUST BE
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For Passenger and Pilot (Young or Old)

By LESTER J. MAITLAN)

US MY DONKEY
IS TAKING WINGS
UNTO HIMSELF,

' GEPYRST JOovn P DILLE (0
e L

| DOWT SEEM TO KNOW
MY WAY AROUND VERY WELL.
NEED TO STUDY GEOGRAPHY
MORE,| GUESS,WHERE DID
B\ YO SAY THE BRITISH ARMY

HAW HAW HAW! YOURE
ONLY SCARING HIM.YOU “%""‘
CANT CATCH HIM THAT
WAY, TRY PUTTING \

SALT ON HIS
TAIL

—

POST WAS?

ISHLAM'S CURSE uPoN “THEE, UNGRATEFUL
LONGEARED WARG HOG! STOP! COME BACK!

FO

MY MISFORTUNE, AND 1

{ WHERE. CAN 1

PULL IN YOUR EARS,
Y IN \INDIA?YOU | THEY'RE CATCHING Fuas
TH(—: CAUSE OF THIS, | AND CALM DOWN!TELL
ME WHERE THE POST 1S
MUST GET TO SIMBOK ) AND I'LL DROP YOU OFF
AT SMBOK-FRO::T i
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POLLY AND HER PALS -
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ALL OF PA'S
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THEY CAN
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FOR

CHRISTMAS
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A\ WINDow

> KNICK-KNACKS
AND CURIOS
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HAUL THEM
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B,r OLD SAFETY RAZOR

By CIliff Sterre

BLADES, HUH ?

sS4y’ ARE You
GUYS TRYIN'

Ohoh!

nearly gave awa wn tr
was his rellaf. For thers, on the
thin maitresn of s white-enamelsd
iron_bwd, Iay the woman he so ar-
dantly dexlred to wes.

Bha had been anleap, and the molse
he had made startled her Into penie-
¥y wakefulness,  Tnatlnetlvely  her
hand flew to the rulned left side of
her face,

“What—1 Who—1" Tydla Carr
flllmﬂ. struggling to a aliting post-
lon, only to fall back ms nauses
awept over her,

“Yon remembar

nted. “Dhanden of the

me?"  Dundes
diatrlet ate
arnex's offlce, 1 guestionsd you this
aftarnoon—"

The woman elosed the aingle aye
that had escaped the accldent which
had marred her ¢n a0 hideoualy.
"[—remember. . . . I'm alck. | ..
T told you all T know—"

"Lydin, why dldn't you tell me
that It wan your mistroas, Mes, He-
Hm, who did—that?" Thindes de.
manded sternly. polnting to the wo-
man's aightionn left eys and ruined

cherk,
(To Bs Continusd)
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WE FEEL ABOULT
Y

aov! M 'fra0 20!
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W' SEE BOOTS AN
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Tw et 00 )
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HER ,RI\GWT OUY-
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SpE's GWIN' Ve
MED A SQUARE
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VS THIS WAY ,
ST CALSE A
REW Y arTIsT

BLows N

swELL | ¢Mon 1ETS l WELL , O = s WA
RUSH A PHRONE A MINUTE«+ L
AR Nean ea CANT MAKE T
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- By George_ ‘McManu

UKL JusT
LIKE MY FIRST
HOS3AND -

MICKEY MICE - - .

BY GOoLLY! SHE MUST F
BE A RELATION —
OF MAGGIEDT
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FUN N\r;\ 3 — NT Tw-y- MINNIE e ———
NTENEAT ( ey @1‘1“?‘“”3’:‘“\ e (R Giemmalle el s
ORE THE ' AND T ALWA' .. o 1ARRY | MicKEY ICKEY, WHE
o WEDDING — (Y| | ( ME Tﬁ*é*bﬁ‘:ff SLICKER JUST TO | me AHDH:ﬁ: E:‘Ecm ARE YoU? wHy
MICKEY, SAVE ME FROM HAS BEEN VERW
WITH THE ) RUIN= CAN T we KIND - TM SURE
SLICKER'S STOP THIS? HE WILL BE
GANG LINED TS ME—
UP ON HIS
SIDE, IS SET
TO SWING INTD
ACTION —
WHILE N
THE HOME OF
MINNIE MOUSE,
PREPARATIONS
FOR A
GREAT
EVENT ARE
APPARENT
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