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The Gl Mind A-Wandering

The army the other day announced the re-
sults of a poll taken among representative
American troops in the occupation zone of Ger-
many, according to which an appreciable per-
centage of soldiers are falling for what is pretty
plainly the Nazi line on how the war started
and why Germany lost it.

This is reported at a time when from a good
many articles and public statements, it seems
fairly clear that nationalist German thinking
ig by no means stamped out, and when the
Hitlerian period itself begins, in one writer's
phrase, to be looked on in the Reich as the
Ygood old times.”

The fact that American occupation policy is
not very successful, either from the German,
the American, or the world standpoint, prob-
ably contributes to the soldier’'s receptivity for
jdeas propagated by the recent enemy.

Yet in the last analysis, whether soldiers in
the occupation army begin to accept in some
degree the apologies of the Germans is an in-
dividual affair, which affects different individ-
uwals differently.

When & man is stationed, as most of them
are in a German town ruined by bombing, with-
out coal. where the death rate is high and
where his own rations are princely in compari-
son with the most opulent of the natives, only
the most determined can fail to sense some
feeling of ordinary human sympathy. When in
particular a man has learned to know a few
Germans. presumably girls, rather well, it is
only a step to sharing something of their taint-
ed views No matter how positively a soldier
may feel that Germany needs severe chastise-
ment, it is less easy for him to say that in-
dividual Germans known to him should suffer.

That may explain the situation, but it is not
eondonation.

If the ideas for which the American forces
fought—the elimination of German tyranny,
and the substitution of honest and legal gov-
ernment in Europe and the world—were ever
walid, they are still so. Nothing since last May
8 has vet justified the concentration camps or
Hitler's brand of real-politik, and closer ac-
quaintance of victor and vanquished should not
@bscure that fact,

- Obviously, the solution is in the sphere of
the political warfare experts: They must con-
tinue their work of remolding the German
mind so that its innate urges to dominate and
destroy are rteplaced by some sense of the
penance which Germany owes the world. Like-
wwvise, in the army itself, continual effort must
be made to drive home the reasons why the
war was fought. and why the troops in Frank-
furt and Munich are there and not at home.

There is a story that one of the Nazi leaders
in August of 1944 when German armies fell
back headlong from France remarked that the
French women had won again. His analysis
may not have given due weight to the Third
Army, but it may be-applicable in Germany now
with the substitution of “frauleins” for “French
women."”

———

* Rains Finally Cease

The Statesman has regarded the current wave
of sirikes as it does Oregon's prolonged rains—
sure to come to an end sometime. The end ap-
pears Lo be approaching. Ford and Chrysler
have come 1o terms with the auto workers un-
fon. The railroads and brotherhoods have agreed
to arbitrate. Packinghouse workers are resum-
ing work-under the president's takeover order.
Remaining unsettled are the steel, General
Motors and electrical workers strikes; and
threatened are a telephone tie-up and a ship-
ping strike on this coast. The settlements now
made pretty well determine the paltern for
agreements on the pending or threatened strikes.
The worst of these should be out of the way
soon, so the road to full production will be
made clear.

It 15 far better to have agreements arrived
at through bargaining than through outside in-
terference or compulsion. Usually neither party
s fully satisfied with what it gets in the bar-
gainung process: but when the agreemenf is
reached both sides can relax and go to
With the spirit of settlement in the 4
whole country can relax as far as tension is
concerned. and buckle down to the job of build-

ing America

R B Tavior, Athena wheat-grower, is one
farmer whom the coils of bureaucracy will not
hold He has resigned from the position of state
chairman of the state agricultural conservation
committee to return to his ranch. As head of the
war food production committee for the state,
Taylor was very active in heading up the farm
program for Oregon during the war years. He
assisted in planning crops, and in solving acute
problems such as labor for agriculture, feed
for farm animals and machinery and supplies
for farm operations. His counsel was sound,
and his devotion to his duty untiring. Now that
the war emergency hasi passed he is retiring
from publie duty to private life. He has earned
a personal E flag for His service to state and
country '

The Bend Bulletin, looking over the early
bird lineuyp at state liguor stores, recommends
B return tg rationing and concludes its comment:
“Humbly ‘'we offer the suggestion to the com-
massion.’ Why the humility, Bob? We news-
papers shouldn't clip our freedom by becoming
obsequioye, or is this commission peculiarly
sacrosanct?

Senator, Morse 1s trying to make the republi-

¥pan party|liberal, but he will find it pretty hard

to make & sow's ear out of a silk purse.

Working for the Government

Criticism has been directed at President Tru-
man over the mediocre quality of his close
advisers. His own failures have been attributed
to the poor kind of advice he has been getting
from his official intimates. This may be true;
but the president himself has complained of how
hard it is to get men of substance to accept
federal positions and how muclr time he has
to devote to inducing men in such offices to
remain there. Private life is more of a lure
than office-holding right now. There is a break
for the gates by civilians in office the same
as by men in uniform.

For remedy the president suggests higher
pay. That would help with many who find
living costs in Washington hard to meet on gov-
ernment salaries, but it would fiot be a com=-
plete cure. Cycles are psychological as well as
financial; and just now the emotional swing is
away from government service. For the reversal
we will have to await a lapse of time. As con-
ditions become more nearly normal more men
and women will turn to government employ-
ment for permanent careers, finding satisfac-
tions in that kind of service richer than the
greater pecuniary remarks of private business.

Number One Citizen

The Salem Junior Chamber does itself and
the community proud in choosing Carl Greider
the outstanding junior citizen of 1943,

Greider, one-time popular physical director
of the Salem Y. M.C.A., was blinded by a Japa-
nese sniper's bullet on bloody Tinian in 1944,
But he has turned his darkened world into the
brilliance of a character which makes its own
light, and which has been a constant source of
inspiration and hope ever since.

The honored insignia of a first lieutenant in
the marine corps has been laid aside now.
Greider is veterans’ counselor in the office of
the U. S. Employment service. His work there
speaks for itself—and brightly. He has given
unstintingly of his time in speaking before
organizations all over the valley, in aiding and
advising servicemen, in encouraging the hesi-
tant, in a contagious yet unostentatious exhibit
of hope and faith and happiness,

Carl Greider, aided by the wife who welcom-
ed him at Oak Knoll hospital when he returned
a blinded hero, has earned in full measure the
honor accorded him. PO

—_—

The housing shortage catches up with the
White House. Congress recaptured an approp-
riation for $1,650,000 for an addition to the
executive mansion. It would ‘have housed a
theatre with a disappearing stage, a cafeteria
and more office space. Still there will be plenty
of candidates aspiring to become tenants when
the present lease expires in 1949,

Senate Annoyed
With President

By the World Staff of the Assogiated Press
WASHINGTON — The senate isn't hiding its
annoyance over President Truman's penchant for
nominating Missourians for government posts.
But it's also 8 good bet the senate will go along
with his nominations—just as it grumblingly went
along with President Roosevelt's, which leaned
heavily toward New Yorkers.
-

WASHINGTON—A fish census will be one of
the main preliminaries to the atomic tests in the
far Pacific this spring. Scientists of the fish and
wildlife service will go to the Bikini aloll area
six weeks gefore the first bomb is dropped in May
to estimate the fish population. They'll return
some time afler the second bomb Is dropped to
make a comparison.

[ ] L] L

GLABGOW—The British government’s emphasis
on production for export Is causing concern among
British golfers who need new clubs. Scottish club
manufacturers are returning to large-scale produc-
tion, but one famous maker said “1 doubt if we
could u?ply one club to each professional in the
country.

. s 0

/ SYDNEY—Motor trade spokesmen say Austral-

‘fMans will pay 85 to 93 per cent more for new auto-

mobiles than they did before the war. American
makes which sold for $2800 on the pre-war market,
for example, will cost about $5400,

. &

CHUNGKING — Chinese observers predict that
Gen. Marshall will find that the difficulties con-
fronting the Chinese in reorganizinp their army are
even more complex than those which stood in the
way of a truce between the national government
and the communists. Gen. Marshall will be an
adviser to the army reorganization committee.

- - L]

WASHINGTON — That hydroelectr]ic dam on

the Colorado river in Nevada may be in for some

more name changing. Started in the administra-
tion of President Hoover, it first was referred to

as Hoover dam. Then along came Becretary of the
Interior Ickes who issued an order {hat it be known
as Boulder dam. Now Representative Case (R-SD)
says he'll introduce legisaltion to make it Hoover
dam.

» L L]

NEW YORK—James C. Petrillo of the American
federation of musicians and a special committee
of the national association of broadcasters may
get together soon for a discussion—possibly within
a month. Chief point would be the number of
musicians @ radio station should hire. Both sides
have indicated a desire for an Industry-wide agree-
ment.

- L] -

PARIS—American correspondents in France soon
may be disaccredited by the U. 8. army, public
relations officials say. Withdrawal of correspond-
enis' credentials would mean, among other things,
loss of access to post exchanges and quartermaster
stores, army billets, messes, medical dispensaries,
gasoline stations, and use of the army post office.
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Now It’s a Matter of Fact-Facing

The Literary
Guidepost -

By W. G. Rogers
by Max Shul-

THE ZEBRA DERBY
man (Doubleday; 1).
Asa Hearthrug returns from

war t0 a father who, knowing
the boys don't like to talk of
their experiences, takes the op-
portunity to do the talking him-
self, and to a mother who wel-
comes him though she realizes
there will be no more allotment
checks:

Shulman guides Hearthrug on
a zany ftrip through our facile
postwar world, which lends it-
self so wholly to satire, and in
one or two places he makes the
very most of it. In the utter utter
language with which the author
describes his hero's love for
Lodestone La Toole, in a take-
off on Time magazine and in a
play written supposedly by
Communists, there is, I think,
brilliant writing . and Bill
Crawford’'s illustrations match
it in vigor.

But it's hard going in between.
The author seems to me a com-
bination of grand writer and
smart guy. He dashes this stuff
off, or s0o 1 suspect, and sends
the bad stuff off with the good
to the printer. Given a blue pen-
cil and a pair of scissors, and
even a wastebasket, he could

split your sides. »

WARD TWENTY, by James Warner
Bellah (Doubleday; $2).
This book has a curious his-

tory. Last May, it was publish-
ed by Appleton Century and
sent reviewers, Then they
were asked to withhold their re-
views temporarily; next they
were informed rights had been
transferred to Doubleday, which
now releases it

Perhaps the original publish-
er though the novel too hot to
handle. It deals with the love
life of hospitalized soldiers. They
may have lost sight, arm or leg,
but they haven't lost their appe-
tites. Bellah shows them tack-
ling their t . . eproblem. He isn’'t
squeamish.

Soldiers who read books may
be indignant, and so may many
civilians. But after all, this is
largely about the sort of soldier
who not read books. As a
dapiction of vice, it has these
virtues: it's raw and vital and
powerful, it reads fast, it sounds
real on many pages, and it does
deal, however frankly, with. a
problem facing scores of thous-
ands of American citizens and
us their relatives and' friends.

News Behind the News

By PAUL MALILON
(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
| or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27-Only
by three per cent has the cost of
living risen in nearly three years
said Mr. Truman to congress, in
reaching the remarkable conclu-
sion that “the fight against in-
flation has been waged success-

fully."

The figure
seemed to be a
misprint. Most
people thought
he meant 30 per
cent. Bult care-
ful rereading of
his message
will show he
said the cost of
living “index"
of the govern-
ment—the stat-
istics — had
crept up but three per cent. In
this, of course, he was correct.

The government has waged a
much more magnificant fight
against letting price statistics
rise than against prices. They
do this by weighting their in-
dex heavily with nonexistant
and hard to get commodities. For
instance, they may consider ny-
lon hose prices, but few can get
Price Figurative

The price is purely figurative,

Paul Mallon

Practical
Rollglon

. John L. Knight, v,
_Counselor an Life,
Willamette ini

Even in the modern advanc-
ed stage of human progress one
finds customs, codes, and laws
which defy reason and deny hu-
man rights. In many instances
obeisance to the letter of the law
supercedes judgment and mo-
rality.

Ideally, law or custom should
be judged by its spirit, its basic
intent and purpose. As Paul put
it: “The law is good, if a man
uses it lawfully” (I Tim 1:8).

There is 8 moral law above
all social and civil law. Our
construction of law, as well as
our interpretation of it and our
obedience to it, should be
grounded basically upon our
consciousness of and regard for
the moral order of the universe
—God's law,

GRIN AND BEAR IT

as we knew it, Snodgrass!—They're

the y
throwing 2 million gross of tiriplicate memo blanks on the surplus
market.”

By Lichty

The government may brag about
holding tenderloin steak prices
down, and give this great con-
sideration in making up their in-
dex, but steaks have long since
ceased Lo be an item in the cost
of living of most people.

The other commodities beyond
price control are available and
represent the real cost of living
today. Any shopper or housewife
can testify these have gone up
much more than 3 per cent,
especially when you consider
quality depreciation and quan-
tity chiseling. Only a man living
beyond personal contact with the
workaday world «in the white
house, where everything is
bought for him, could possibly
believe the actual cost of living
has been held to a three per
cent increase since May 1043

Subsidles Actual Boesi

But the government's self-de-
ception on this base figure, from
which its economic policies are
deduced, runs far beyond un-
realistic statistics. Mr. Truman,
himself, disclosed what the pub-
lic has noticed, namely that the
treasury is paying out cash to
producers to hold many a price
list where it is.

He asked congress for appro-
priations tn continue subsidies
already running over a billion
(yes, billion) dollars a year.
These subsidies he mentioned on
sugar, butter, bread, meat, milk
and cheese, are actually price in-
creases which do not show in the
figures.

Take sugar. The price “line”
has been held at the expense of
no one being able to get enough
sugar, There is plenty of sugar
available in the off-shore stor-
ages. The government haggled
against paying an increase of
2 cent a pound and therefore
was not able to get the sugar,
Compromise Negotlated

Now some compromise is be-
ing negotiated to pay a fraction
of a cent increase, and we may
gel some sugar, but Mr. Truman
wants to continue the govern-
ment subsidy, beyond next July
1 or, he says, sugar will rise one
cent a pound, which he considers
alarming.

Butter? The butter “line” has
been held by creating a condition
where people cannot get butter.
The price of cream was allowed
to rise, to Lthe point where pro-
ducers could make more money
selling the cream instead of mak-
ing it into butter on which the
price was limited. That is why
we have had a butter shortage.
Meat? Flour? Cash from the
treasury is being paid producers
for not increasing prices, and
now Mr. Truman says these sub-
sidies must be continued or in-
creased else meats will go up
three to five cents and bread one
cent a loaf next July 1 when the
subsidies expire
President Denounced

For his proposal to continue
the subsidies, Mr. Truman was
denounced by one farm organ-
ization as advocating “the worst
double cross of the farmers in
history.” The unanimity of the
Farm Bureau, Grange and the
Farmers union against the sub-
sidies practically assures their
discontinuance by the congress,
despite Mr. Truman's recom-
mendation. Thus the food price
increases forecast by the presi-
dent are apt to be realized.

So what? Well, the effect will
be disastrous on the government
price statistics. But as far as the
peaple are concerned, they will
merely be paying the price in-
crease when they buy the sugar
or butter, instead of paying it in
taxes through the treasury to the
producers on the side.

Price Policy a “Sieve”,

People now have money, and
the wage increases Mr. Truman
is promoting, should enable the
public to face the increases fore-
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(Continued From Page 1)

Mainz, Germany about 1456, It
contains beside the Old and New
Testaments books called the
Apocrypha which the Jews did
not accept as authentic scrip-
tures. John Wyclif in England
made a translation of the Vul-
gate in English in 1382 so it
could be read by the common
people. The Protestant Refor-
mation turned many to the task
of translating the scriptures into
colloquial tongues. Martin Luth-

er's German Bible was com-
ple in 1534, with the Apo-
eryp placed in a section be-

tw the Old and New Testa-
ments. In 1538 the Great Bible
was published by the Church of
England, the first of the “auth-
orized” versions. The second
was (the Bishop's Bible, which
appepared in 1568. There were
numerous other translations of
all or parts of the Bible both in
England and on the continent,
the most valuable of which was
the Geneva Bible, translated by
the reformers clustered at Ge-
neva and printed in 15680, dedi-
cated to “"Queen Elisabet”

To provide English Catholics
with a Bible in their language
Gregory Martlin began the trans-
lation of the Vulgate edition,

working in the English college -

at Rheims, France Before his
work was completed the college
was removed to Doual, and the
translation finally published in
1610 came to be known as the
Douai version. It remains the
standard English translation for
the Roman Catholic church.

In 1603 King James of Eng-
land, in response to complaints
from clergy, called a conference
at Hampton Court “for the hear-
ing and for the determining (of)
things pretended lo be amiss in
the Churceh.” At this conference
came a motion to have a new
translation of the Bible. Thus
was launched the movement for
the translation known the world
round as the King James ver-
sion. Six groups of scholars

worked on the task and the ver=
sion was published in 1611, This
was in the “golden age of Eng-
lish literature,” when English
was being made by Shakespeare
and Johnson and Spenser into a
great medium of literary ex-
pression. The King James ver-
sion, & product of this period,
became woven into the speech
apd literature of English-speak-
ing peoples from that time for-
ward.

In the 10th century demand
arose for a revision of the Eng-
Lish Bible. Since the publication
of the King James version three
older biblical manuscripts had

found, giving earlier and

ore accurate texts to work
fiom, Students of language, too,
had been learning more about
Hebrew and Greek so they be-
came able to translate obscure
Passages more correctly. Finally

e familiar speech of the King

mes version had become
archaic in part, and its text was
npt fully understood. An Eng-
lish revised version was pub-
lished in 18835, In 1001 the
American  advisory commitlee
which had assisted in the Eng-
likh revision, published through
[homas Nelson & Sons the

merican revised version
Though more accurate, and of
cpurse more modern in its lan-
ﬁuge, this version has never
lisplaced the King James in
pular usage.

Nelson & Sons turned their

pyright over to the Interna-
tional Council of Religious Edu-
cition, a non-denominational
bpdy, in 1930, This body, acting
oh the advice of theological
seminaries, set up a group of
15 scholars, known as the Amer-
lq‘an Standard Bible commitiee,

rhich has been working since
on a revised translation. Indi-
vidual revisers worked out
their particular assignment, the
afts were submitted 1o other
embers and then gone over

hen the seclion met. In 1943
the manuscript of the entire
New Testament was reviewed.
This is the revision which wiil
be offered to the public next
month. It will be awaited with
eager inlerest by studenis of
the Bible and of literature. If it
has the accuracy of modern
scholarship and the fluid style
which has made the King James
version precious, it should at-
tain acceptance by the peopls
and by scholars.

The Safety

LETTERS FROM STATESMAN

Valve

DERS

Editor's Note: The Statesman
acknowledges receipt of addi-
tional communications relating
to the fire outside the city limits
on South Commercial st. They
are not published for lack of
space.

SCIENCE OR OCCULTISMY
To the Editor:

Two events of the past week
have emphasized the tremendous
gap that exists between the un-
derstanding of nature possessed
by the leaders in scientific
thought in our country and that
possessed by the average citizen.
The first event was the dramatic
anpouncement Friday morning
that army engineers had made
contact with the moon by radar;
the second was the unpublicized
visit I received from a local
phrenologist who calls himself a
psychologist and who attempted
to convert me to the “truths” of
his “science.” (I atlempted in
turn to show him some of the
fallacies in his basic assump-
tions. Neither of us succeeded!)

The first event was the cul-
mination of long years of per-
sistent, exacting and critical ex-
perimental scientific investiga-
tion into the properties of matter
that have borne their fruit not
only in radar and the atomic
bomb, but im the sulfa drugs,
penicillin, streptomycin  and
many other developments.

The second was the expression
of occultism, which denies that
the rational operation of human
intelligence can unlock the se-
crets of nature, and puts its faith
in “revelation” and caprice in-
stead. My visitor was thoroughly
convineed o course not only of
the *“truth™ of phrenology, but |
also of the infallible powers that |
he possessed of correctly analys-
ing the personality and character
of any individual. Yet he demon-
strated that he had not the
slightest conception of what
would constitute scientific .proof
of his assertions; personal l-est.'l-l
mony and assertions were all
that he could produce. He was |
enticely unaware that phrenology |
and other occult methods of for- |
tune-telling are frauds upon a |
gullible public that is impressed |
by imposing but vague ideas ex-
pressed in semi-scientific jargon. |

It is of great importance in a

cast—one cent a loaf on bmad.l
one to two cents on milk, one
cent on sugar and so on. The
people are paying it now anyway
—and paying more, because the
administrative cost of handling |
the subsidies in many cases runs |
higher than the subsidy itself and |
this cost will be wiped out if sub- |
sidies are stopped.

The “hold the price line” pol-
icy which Mr. Truman thinks
has been so successful is, then. |
in reality, not a line but a sieve.
On food, it is a fiction maintained
by statistics, which are absurdly
obsolete, .and by more than a
billion dollars a year of treasury
cash subsidies. *

democracy that the people have
a sufficient understanding of
what is involved in the scientifie
study of nature, including man,
to be able to detect the fallac-
fous reasoning in the fads and
cults that abound in the world,
and to avoid falling into the
hands of quacks and charlatans.
It should be a first concern of
screntists that the students in
our schools learn first of all to
draw reasonable conclusions
from facis—to separate fallacious
ideas from sound ideas. It is also
the duty of every citizen to take
sufficient interest im his world
to be able to form sound opinions
on questions involving his wel-
fare.
Cecil R. Monk,
1025 N. Capitol,

WHY NOT?
To the Editor:

I see by the paper that there
are two parties wanting to buy
the courthouse block but it can't
be sold unless the sale s ap-
proved by the legal voters of
Marion county. Real estate is
selling fast and at unheard of
prices. Why not call a special
election and if the legal voters
say “yes" then close the deal?
Then move the courthouse o
the southeast corner of the Bush
pasture where there 15 plenty
of shade, plenty of room for
Christmas trees and monuments,
and those in the basement would
not be annoyed by traffic during
their sleeping hours. If the legal
voters say “yes,” why not do it
immediately if not sooner?

E. B. Cochran
Salem.
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