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storehouse of information on his citizens.

he is supposed to be.
The unfortunate part is that investigators

For instance, even agents of the Internal
Revenue Service cannot get information from
the Social Security Administration, for which
the IRS acts as collector, without presenting
a written case giving strong evidence that
someone with fraud in his heart is at work.

And no one in the Federal government has

Virtually all the information you give to
the Federal government Is for a specific
agency to use for a speecific purpose, and
it is protecied by many safegusrds.

Through what agencies does Uncle Sam
obtain his vast treasure-house of information?

In countless ways, year in and year out,
Uncle Sem is gathering information, or
having it sent to him. A lot of it deals with
such impersonal things as the weather, but
much of it bas to do with people—you and me.

Through the Internal Revenue Service,
the Federal government each year receives

st least 60 million income-tax reports from
individuals. In addition, the IRS receives
some 200 million forms a year from corpora-
tions and employers, giving information on
social security payments and other data re-

made in the U, 8. (211,117,000 yards in 1847),
to the number of women bill collectors

out a Federal employment form. This means
that, except in the case of a few who would
risk penalty of perjury, the answers are
given accurately. If you ever applied for a
Federal job, in all likelihood Uncle Sam still
has the form somewhere,

Much of the information Uncle Sam
gathers may seem useless to persons unaware
of how it is used. Some of it is useless, after
a time. But a lot of it is extremely helpful
to those who must keep their fingers on the
pulse of the nation's economic and sociolog-
ical progress. Without accurate information,
gathered and collated authoritatively, de-

technicians he needs. Without his knowledge
—about you—Uncle Sam would never be
able to meet the nation's current needs or
future problems.
Confronted with the facts about how much
the various Federal agencies know about hif,
the sverage citizen might well ask: “Can’t I
have any secrets of my own these days?™
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