Inside TV

Network Signs'Bing
But Faces Dilemma

By EVE STARR

HOLLYWOOD — STARR RE-
POBT: There's nothing more frus-
trating than a dyed in the wool
dilemma, especially when it in-
volves millions of dollars.

It would appear this week that
ABC is sitting on the horns of as
tough a one as has been encoun-
tered in the broadcasting business
in many an optionless year.

In something of a surprise coup,

ABC has gone
% oond swi ped
~Bing Crosby
right from un-
i der the nose of

e a
EVE STARR year at a per-
sonal fee of $150,000 lo Bing per
show, i
Additionally, he will work with

SIE—V; Fans
Due Treat
This Year

By WILLIAM GLOVER

NEW YORK (AP) — Show
fans across the land are due for
a lively summer of pageants,
musicals and strolling stars.

Indications point to a
season of activity and variety.

Highlights of the cross-country
theatrical scene include more his-
torical. spectacles, a continuing
trend to tent playhouses, and a
whole new batch of recent Broad-
way hits now available for straw-
hat programing.

Belween now and autumn, trade
sources estimate, from 8 to 12
million spectators will ante an
average of $2 each to view per-
formances in arepas, converted
barns, city parks and starlit dells.

Name Players

They'll see such name players
as Don Ameche, Shirley Booth,
Joseph Cotton, Brian Donlevy,
Bert Lahr, Dorothy Lamour, Gyp-
sy Rose Lee, Jeanette MacDon-
ald, Groucho Marx, Basil Rath-
bone, Margaret Sullavan, Mae
West and Shelley Winters -

Dody Goodman, of recent TV
note, will be testing her dramat-
fc skills, and so will veteran air
announcer Don Wilson.

Tallulah Bankhead is temper-
ing “House on the Rocks,’” one of
a half dozen secripts being tried for
later Broadway showing.

James Mason, his wife Pamela
Kellino and their daughter Port-
land are teaming in “Midsum-
mer."” Two husband#ife teams,
Jessica Tandy-Hume Cronym and
Marge and Gower Champiom are

néw . packages.

Helen ‘Hayes fIs doing am off-
beat bit; appearing in a minor
role on opening night to help
launch a new Nyack, N.Y.,thea-
ter.

Top favorite among the scripts
s “Auntie Mame,” with five
troupes on circuit. “No Time for
Bergeants” is another recent com-
edy in demand.

And by some whim, “Much Ado
About Nothing"” has suddenly be-
come 's most popular
play. It is being given at three
of the five cross-country festivals
dedicated to the Bard's dramas.

In the tune division, such old
gtandbys as “Die Fledermaus”
and “Merry Widow" are being
augmented by the just-released
scores of “Fanny,'" "Most Happy
Fella," “Happy Hunting,” ‘'Damn
Yankees' and “New Girl in
Town." - -
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the nelwork in developing two test
films a year for series, each film
to be budgeted at $50,000. And just
what that means, nobody seems
to know. The important thing, so
far as ABC is concerned, is that
they've. got Crosby.

That's where the dilemma en-
ters the pleture, They've got hiu,
what do they do with him? There

Iwas a good deal of trumpeting out

of the ABC camp a year age when
they sigmed Frank Sinaira to a
$3,000,000 contract and some more
trumpeting when they collared
Sid Caesar and Imegene Coca.
Unfortunately for Sinaira, Cae-

*|sar, Coca mnd the viewers, the
" |nelwork didn't kmow what te de

with them., And em thai record,
there's mo guarantee they'll know
whai io do with Crosby, elther.

The immediate geberal idea is
to put Crosby and Sinatra together
in two spectaculars this season,
which is an obvious idea and a
very good one,

It would be an even better idea
to turn the whole project over to
Bill Morrow, writer-producer of
last fall's outstanding Edsel show
and Crosby’s old and good friend,
and let him handle it in his own
way withoul any interference
from the network or whatever
sponsor is lucky enough to latch
onlo such a bonanza.

With a total of $5,000,000 al-
ready invested in Crosby and Sin-
atra, it wouldn't hurt in the slight-
est to throw in a little more and
tie Morrow up to a contract of his

Wi.

T would call it the cheapest kind
of mortgage insurance, and mort-
gage insurance is what ABC needs
in rather large doses.

SPEAKING OF SPONSORS,
MGM has just concluded a rather
unusunl deal with Genmeral Foods
which not enly allows but specifi-
cally siates, In writing, that the
sponsor (meaning the advertlsing
agency repféseating him) will
have an ackive hand Im creating
and developingp film geries based
on the siudio’s successiul pleture

of jolning "em before they
start to lick you and It might not
be a bad idea at that, Brought In
at the very beginning and fully
exposed to all the terrors and frus-
frations of puiling a peries to-
, the agency people just

WHEN “SPOTLIGHT PLAY-
LHOUSE" (a rerun of 13 Loretia
Young shows without Loretth)
starts as Red Skelton's replace-
July 1, také & w at
Louise In the spot.
made the 13 one-minute spots
ope day's shooting on a sche.
dule that called for no fewer than
M4 — count 'em, 24 — coshume
changes. Actually, she wears only
12 gowns, wearing one of them in
two different spots, but the way
the long shots and ‘closeups were
scheduled, she had to climb in and
out of each dress twice. When was
the last time you had to change
your clothes 24 times in a single

day?
Gop{rtm 1
Gcne‘ul m‘%‘m,)

Bishop Consecrated

- CANTERBURY, England (AP)
—The Rev. Roland Peck-Chiang
Kohn is the first Chinese national
ever consecrated a bishop in Can-
terbury Cathedral. He is vicar of
the Chinese Anglican church in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, and was
made dssistant bishop of Singa-
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pore in a ceremony here.

Famous LAWNeBOY
power mower with 4-CYCLE ENGINE

Now. , . LAWN-pOY offers you a Briggs and Stratton 4-cycle
gasoline engine in two great LAWN-poy models! Plus other
LAWN-BOY features: level-cutting even over dips and hol-
Jows, lightweight aluminuh maneuverability, close-trim-
ming, hi-lo handle, and easy hang-up design.

Lawn Boy 21"

i
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101" |

Disttibuted by Marshall- Wells Co.; Portland Seattle

COME IN TODAY FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION

Stayton Hardware & Furniture

333 Second St.,

Staylon, Otegon.
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Keys Made
In Our

Customer

™

STORE *
HOURS

Monday & Friday

9:30 A.M. 10 9 P.M.
Service

Other Days
9:30 A, M. 1o
5:30 P. M.

Department
MEZZANINE
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“Filter-Flo”
Washer

lowest price everl

Portable
Dishwasher

at the lowest price ever!

AS LOW AS 32
‘o g e $ 5
less if you have trade-in
down payment
Mappmoad cua‘.itm no down payment on
approved credit .

Superior dishwashing actionl No hand rinsingl Needs no in-
stellation . . . “watercouple” connector attached to sink
faucet; “flushaway” drain carries away soiled dishwater.
Rolls on wheels . . . truly portable. Automatic detergent
dispenser. Holds family service for ten, complete service for
5 including preparation dishes. Vinyl cushioned interior;
plastic table top. (Model SP-20-P).

Big cepacity . . . washes 10 |bs. of assorted dry clothes. Hot
or warm temperature selector; non-clogging filter filters all
recirculated water, also acts as detergent dispenser, Save
up fo 20 gallons of water in a complete cycle with water-
saver control. (model WA-600-R). '

&
2 - YOU LL GET THE BIGGES]
‘ = TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE,
s INTIRN o
/4,{

Custom

@ Dryer

originally #229.95, save $69.95

160

Big capacity ... 10 Ibs. (dry weight) may be dried at once.
Timer dial allows a selection of drying times as long as 130
minutes; temperature control for different types of fabrics;
pillows, spreads, etc., may be “fluffed” without heat. Foot
pedal opens door; magnetic door latch. (model DA-522P).

“Filter-Flo”
Washer

with “’suds return’” feature
originally #349.95, save *75.00

AS LOW AS $2.75 A $ 2 7 4.95

WEEK; less if you
have a trade-in; no
down payment onap-

proved credit!

Limited quantity . .". in sunshine yellow, turquoise green or
woodtone brown. Finger-tip selector let you choose washing
speed, water temperature and the amount of wash water.
Two wash, two spin speeds, water saver for small loads;
many other de luxe features. (model WA-855-P).

AS LOW AS $1.50 A
WEEK; less if you
have a trade-in; no
down payment on ap-
proved credit!

APPLIANCES—2ND FLOOR

———

WHERE you buy is often more important than WHAT you buy,
particularly when it comes to MAJOR APPLIANCES. Wouldn't you
rather have MEIER & FRANK'S guarantee backed by 101 years of

SERVICE and INTEGRITY? : 1857

OREGON'S OWN STORE SINCE
SALEM EM 3-2211




