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Many an unanswered question |
still exists today about a birthday J
that millions of people are getting
ready to celebrate

The occasion: Christmas, i

W morks the birth of Jesus |
Christ, bul on just whut day or in {
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what month or even in what year
it happened Iz not definitely
known, and popular pagmntn—i

|
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has given some misleading fear
tures Yo the setling,
Nel Born Ia 1 AD,

One thing that scholam accept
as certain, Christ was nol born
in the year 1| AD., as the calen-
dar suggests, It was al least four §
or five years before, maybe six 8
or seven. 1

Anolher thing, the “'wise men" 3§
did nol appear wilh thelr gifts al 3
the time, It was weeks, months
and probably a year or mare
later, as can best be calculated
Certainly they weren't present al.-
the manger scene.

Besides, the idea that there
were “three wise men"” is only }
reasoned conjecture. The Bible §
doesn’'t specify, Some old writers
say there were 12 af them.
Questiens Unanswered

And pincd it was jusl a census
taking that csused Mary and |
Joseph to go o Bethlehem where
the birth occurred, why did they
remain there for months after
ward? Why didn't they return
home to Nazareth?

How long did that star hover
over Bethlehem and what caused
i? What made Christianity setile
on December 25 as the birthday?
Were (he shepherds in the pasiure
in midwinter? Whence came the
mistietoe?

Gespels Give Meaning

Although the Gospels give the
meaningful part of the story, it's
an old buman urge to ry o re
duce welghtier truths down W
simple, tlangible things—names,
dates, places mnd plain, step-by-
step chronology.

The historians back in the be-
ginning years of Christianity don't
record these details about Christ's
birth and life, apparently consid-
ering it of little consequence, bul
they do make general references
to him.

Writes Judean historian Flavius
Josephus:

“About this lime there lived
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Jesus, a man full of wisdom, if i

indeedd one may call him a man.
For he was a doer of incredible
things...he thus atiracted to him-
sell many Jews and many Gen-
Liles.”

Tachus Traces Name

Roman historian Publius Tacitus
says of (he newly rounded Chris-
tianity: *“This name comes..from
Christ. whom the procurator., Pon-
tius Pilate, under the rule of
Tiberius, had handed over to tor-
ture,”

They don'l give the usual bio-
graphical data. But bit by bit,
supplementing Gospel aceounts |
with other ancient recorded in- §
formation, pieces and threads §
have been drawn togelher, pro-
viding some historically based
conclusions,

First of all, it is evident Jesus -
was born prior to 4 B.C., since B
that is the year of the death of
Herod the Great, who ordered the §
slaying of infamis under 2 in |}
Bethlehem to try to kill the Christ
child,
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erners came from Persia or Chal
dea. This meant a Irip of 1,000

to 2,000 miles. Counling prepara-

tion time, such a journey by | ”
camel must have taken many - )
meonths. - .
Bered Died 4 B.C,
Also, the fact that Herod or-
dered death for infants up to two I
years old indicates the child was . .

then considered over a year old. ? i
More time went by, during A S
Joseph's and Mary's slay in
Egypt, before Herod died in 4 B.C

Another factor enlers here—the §
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some time, as would have been
VHF only VHF enly ™

necessary (o gulde the wise men §
all through their long journey. |

Assuming Jesus was born in 6
B. C., what about the month and |
day? |
Unmarked 300 Years

It was nearly 300 years alter
his birth before his followers be- '
gan lo observe the Anniversary,
There were greal dilferences
about the dale. |

Strangely, there's no month In
the year that hasn't been named
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