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8¢ be fixed |t w0 he can merely
dial nutomatie: jobs over an inter-
cam telephone system. Mo can di-
Al almost snything from any of
aeven rooms, or do them by push
buttons, \

Dinling ™ opens the garage
door, and 72 starts the car engine
o warm up a few minutes, Dial
Ing 743 does both operatioms

Dialing 39 turns on « radio, and
209 brings (he music over a
spedker in the kitchen; 34 plays
the music In his den. Dialing 1
changes stations,

Hester In Den

Dialing 44 turns on a heater In
the den, and dialing 404 Juros it
off. Putting an 0 in the middle of
anyfhing dialed by two quibers
turns it off,

Separate from all this s an si-

‘omalic awning, raising or lower. |

ing according to the sun's heat
an automatic lawn sprinkler, and
an ingenious sutomalic lawn edg-
et o keep the lawn border neal.

For Blakeslee, it is alla hobby
But it's alsora glimpse of the kind
f automatic controls yon may
nave in your home of tomorrow,
You might have push-buttons, or
n dial system,

15 Years Age
Blokeslee, an electrical englnger
in the Los Angeles Deparﬁ%tnl of
Waters and Power, began® push-
-'nntq{lng his home about 15 years
1go. Many of the 200 butlons are
duplicates, controlling a total of 35
aperations,
Doing all the work himself, he
now has same (wo l'l'!ll(‘! of wire
=and 120 relays.
The hobby led to 47 push buttons
n the bedroom -alone 1o heat
rooms, lune in the ragio, selecting
any. ol six dilferent stations, oper-
ile three record-players, lurn on
lights, lock doors. There's a push-
button panel in the headboard of
the btd

Indicator Lights

At the front door Is a panel of
indicator lights showing whether
any lamps are burning when you
are going oul, whether the back
door is locked. Buttons on that
panel operate the garnge door,
start the car, control the radio,
turn on various lighting and heat-
ing circuils.

A thermostal responding to the
sun's heat operates the awning
over the kitchen window. The awn-
ing won't go up if the sun merely
ducks behind a cloud for a fow
mindles

. The lawn sprinkler goes inlo ac-
thonal 1a. m. daily. An automatic
switch activates a  detector 1o
measure moisture in the ground.
Il it’s dry, the sprinkler goes on
for five mingtes, The same lesling
and re-sprinkling, 1* needed, {5 re-
peated hourly until § a m, Brief
sprinklings avoid waste from"wa-
ler run-off,

Burns off Rools

At'the 1 a. m. testing, before the
sprinkier goes on, another switch
wends power along a heating wire
lnid, in the groove belween the
lawn edge and sidewalk. That
burns off any shools of the low
growing clover — dichandra—that
try to reach out over lhe side-
walk. Alter five minutes of heat,
the sprinkler goes on—putling out
any fire that might be slarted in
loose paper or leaves.

“The height of scientific lazi-
ness,'” Blakeslee says

Either push buttons or dial or
an ala-m clock can wirm up the
car, turning the starter on and

off, regulating the choke, running |-

the engine for a few minutes,

When Blakeslee dely  home, he
pushes a button on his auta dash-
baard, Thal broadcasts insudible
super-sonic waves activating a
microphone in the garage door,
opening Ik

Dog Whistle

GINGHAM DOLL, left, 22.95

If he's driving & company car,
he hlows a super-sonie dog whis-
tle; semitting sound waves al a
frequency of 14300 cycles per sec-
ond ||
Lot Bodel tan into trouble with this
u_\--tl':rrl_"L he says, "“The squealing
hrakes ol o laundry truck emitted
sound waves at this same [requen.
cy, and sent the door up, So did
the bristles of a street sweeping
machine. | fixed that by using a
code requiring two whistie hlasts,
Within & "hreessecond - interval;
Now il works line.” =

Suves Steps \

Life in a push-button and dial
svstem home- is just fine, <avs
Mrs. - Blakeslee. It saves "many
steps and energy,” :

Rlokeslee s idea of dialing came
from a sideline hobby of tele
phony! {a already had an inter-
vonnected system of telephanes in
each room, separate from the tel
ephone used for outside calls

He. sayg he cannot even esti-
mute the total cost of his automa
tie system, 1t wordd be very ex
pensive 1o duplicae, starling fron
serateh and using hired labaor

It includes a method of turnin
oil ar on, [rom a doorway, one
any number of different lamps
a room by a low-yoltage contre
system,

His  aulomalle contol  sysley
opesales from a sixevoll storag
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PINAFORE, featured, 19.95
CANDY STIX, right; 1795

HAYRIbE. center, 19.95

battery, M—naturally—has an au
Wmalic charger,
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