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Salem’s Barnstorming Days of Aviation Filled With Color, Cracrups
Preparations for Aerial Fair | * x x x
Honoring Lee Eyerly Recall

City’s ‘Golden Age of Flying’

By CONRAD G. PRANGE

Staff Writer, The Statesman

Barnstorming, balloon strafing and frequent crack-ups marked

the early days of aviation in Salem—days being recalled as this
eity mow prepares for an Air Fair Sept. 18.

And there is still a scattered handful of men in Salem who

participated in that “golden age of flying.” They made, flew and |

demolished their own planes with true pioneer intensity.

Those were the 1820's
* * *x *x *
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| BREAD AND BUTTER LETTER

GAINESVILLE, Fla. tn—Ala-
chua County jailers accustomed
to abuse from priSoners were
surprised to receive a posteard
from Ernie Thomas, mailed in
Jacksonville 60 miles away after
he was released from serving a
sentence for being drunk. It said
“I got here O.K. Thanks to every-
#| body for being so nice to me.”

gEFORE
YOu

'when'r
the “aeroplane” was beginning |
to evolve from a “thrill machine” l
into a flying speedster with vast|
.| potentials. Most flving was con-
‘| fined to fairgrounds, race tracks |
.|and pastures,

It was a day when many young
‘{men —to the consternation of
their parents—were turning their
allegiance from race-cars to fly-
ing machines. They weren't in-
terested in the stratosphere—
their main object was to get off

When aviation was in its infaney, if early-day Salem pilots didn't have planes of their own they
simply built them—if they could raise the momey. The abeve picture shows Oregom's first mod-
. ern plane built under direction of Lee Eyerly in Salem in 1928. Photo is from collection pf Lee
the ground and remain aloft as| jyapman whe helped build it.

long and as safely as possible. |

Enthusiasm High !‘m- ‘His iﬂSll'l-]ClOl' was Elmer J. ed, 2540 horsepower E:'agle motor,| Eyerly finally bought the proper-

World War 1 oil d Cook, now a West Salem resident, | which powered that first plane. [ty. Today it houses his 30-em-
b o ;r dpl otsl g who was a World War I pilot. The, “The 15 «cents admission ploye plant which manufactures |
- p‘;" e ’:"P“’ ArmY | flying field was located at the charged,” reads an account of the | carnival rides. '
training Jenny’s and opened fly- \north end of 17th street adjacent|exhibition, “nearly paid for the cost

= !
| Lee Eyerly, local pioneer flier (in cockpit) is shown after complet-
ing successful test flight in 1928 in the plane he designed. Con-
gratulating him at old airport at State Fairgrounds is Lee Inman,
who later built planes and operated a flying school in Eugene.

your next car

FIND OUT ABOUT STATE
FARM'S LOW-COST "BANK
‘PLAN" FINANCING

those days, via air, were such
well-known “air-devils” as Tex
Rankin and Dorothy Hester. Ran-
kin was killed several years ago

Eyerly explained. “And, besides
a plane, it was about all you had
to have.”

Lee Eyerly of Salem, prominent
figure in Oregon aviation
growth, will be honored at
Salem Air Fair next month.
(Statesman photo.)

Witness Says
Lawyer Killed
By Waitress

HEPPNER Mrs. Ann
“hitney Avent's employer testified
"'sesday that he saw her fire the
: ullet that killed Dellmore Lessard,
I'ortland attorney, last June. !

Mrs. Avent is on ftrial on a
« yond-degree murder charge. She
i accused of shooting Lessard,
v ho was representing her former
l-asband, when he went to the
1 staurant where she was em-

__}'oyed, to discuss custody of her

£, .
Russell -0'Donnell, owner -of ‘ the |
cfe, said he came through a door |
ist as Mrs. Avent fired at Les-|
:n-liuuleattm'ma:yt.riedmclodge-r
l.shind a cigarette machine,
Circuit Judge William A. Wells'
i+ trying the case before an all-|
rale jury. [
The defense took over Tuesday

: termoon with Mrs. Avent, who around Salem, learned to fly in session the four-cylinder, air-cool

115 pleaded innocent, the only
vitness. Her attornevs, John Bas-'
: 4t of Portland and Ralph Currin
¢? Pendleton, contended belore
i troducing her that no crime was
« mmitted. They said Lessard)
- ted improperly in interviewing
I at her place of work.

She testified that Lessard threat-
cied to take the boy away from
| r and place him in a Pertland
+ phanage. She said her mind
» ent blank before the shooting and
{"at she remembered nothing ot it.

Mrs. Avent testified that she did
7ot know *“‘when, how or where
ithe gun went off”

She said she divorced her hus-|
! wnd in 1953 and their differences
' 1ve been about support money
ir the boy. '

The prosecution has two rebuttal |
v itnesses scheduled for Wednesday |
i ‘orning. After that the case was
¢ pected to go to the jury.

Judgment Day
Arrives Quickly

GALVESTON, Tex. #» — Cily,
. uge C. C. Wright witnessed an|
: #omobile accident, then watched

one irate woman driver assailed
{ ¢ other one. He interposed to
: % he thought the irate one was in.
{ e wWrong.

‘*That will be for the judge to!
¢ acide,” she snapped.

“] am the judge, lady,’

' he re-|
j-ied. “|

The case was settled out of court. | the island which both Greece and ish descent.

ing schogls. Despite the finan-
cial burden involved, hundreds
of young enthusiasts paid or
worked their way through flying

thusiasm for flying been so high.
The roster of early-day Salem
aviation leaders is a long one.
But it includes names like Lee
Eyerly, former airpor! superin-
tendent; George Douglas, with
the state board of aeronautics:
Verne D'Autremont, flying school
operalor; Brazier Small, attorney;
Elmer J. Cook, West Salem jus-
tice of the peace; Lee Inman,
retired; H. G. Maison, superin-
tendent of state police; Forrest

Smith, foundry owner, and
others.

Promoted Aviation

The man who is generally re-
garded as having played a major
part in the growth of aviation
in Salem and in Oregon is Lee
Everly, operator of Eyerly Air
craft Co., at.the airport.

Eyerly, who directed construe-
tion of the first modern-type

plane in Oregon some 27 years

ago, will be honored for his life-
long interest in flying at a Salem
Air Fair on Sept. 18 at McNary
Field, the airport he helped to
promote.

“We did a. lot of barnstroming
in those early days to help spark
interest in aviation,” recalls Eyer-
ly. “We pulled a lot of wierd
stunts to give crowds a thrill
There were very [ew regulations
concerning aircraft.”

Drove Racing Cars

_Eyerly, who as a “youpg

] ‘man
built a

nd drove racing cars in and

ito what is now the State Fair-
grounds,
i Eyerly laler opened his own My-
{including the Salem Chamber of
|Commerce and such men as In-
man, a plumber: Smith, a weld-
er;: Jimmy MacManiman and
others, Eyerly built and later flew
|the plane. It was hailed as the
| first mpodern plane constructed in
Oregon.

A year or so later, Eyerly was

- ing school on that field. He de-| Taylor made a successiul flight.
schools. Never has personal en-|signed a plane. Assisted by olhers.l

'of the plane.” The flight, however, |0- State Board

ended unsuccessfully in a crash
into the fairgrounds fence. Later

In 1910 C. B. Ely, a local pilot,
took off from Lone Oak track at
the fairgrounds and circled the
capitol at 400 feet and then
“passed a racing car doing 351
miles an hour."”

Backed Airports

In 1928, one vear after Lind-
bergh’'s transatlantic flight, the

gine Mechanic's licenses.

in Salem, Douglas recalls at least

One of those eager young men in
the beginning of avialion progress

in a Klamath Falls plane crash

In. addition te his activities on|and Dorothy Hester, billed as the
Salem airport committees, Eyerly workd's outstanding “airobat”
has been a member of the State (she was famous for her mld_e
Board of Aeronautics for the past loops) is married and resides in
20 years. One of the members ol |
the board's safety department is
GGeorge Douglas, who was the first
Eyerly student to receive one of
the state’'s first Aircraft and En-

Portland.

Another well -known aviator
then” was Walter (Scout) Hazel-
wood, now an Air Force colonel

in Tacoma, Wash.
In the early

1930's  Eyerly

the press as the voungest pilot.
She was Martha Bowman of Tex-

American Legion began pushing
construction of airports in Oregon.
A group of Salem Legionnaires in-
| cluding Maison, Seely ‘Hall and
fow eracked sibs and 2| Brazier Small, an ex-Navy pilot
s of World War I, talked city voters|off gne day when onto the flying
Picked up by Ferry into approving a $50,000 bond issue | fiald strode C. K. Logan, reporter
l The only other serious crash in|fOr an airport here. And in 1929, for 5 Salem newspaper and a
which Eyerly was involved occur- 9Uring a rousing Legion conven-| .lose follower of flying. Logan was
red in 1981 when he was forced | lion here, the airport was dedicat-| 3ccompanied by a large bulldog.
down in San Francisco Bay on 2 ed. . . . . | The dog leaped at the whirling
foggy night. Luckily he and his Everly, still with his arm in al,ropeller blades of the girl's plane
three passengers wece picked up C3st following his Eugene crash.|,ni was, of course, demolished.
by the Berkeley-San Francisco WAS appointed superintendent, a This g9 unnerved the girl, recalls
ferry a short while after theijr POSt he held until 1941. Eyerly re- George, she stepped out of the
land plane sank beneath the chop- calis that Tom Holman and James plane, walked off the field, and
py waves. One of the passengers Linn sold the city the 93 acres on pover returned.
was Frank Hrubetz, still living | the contingency thal someone pur- “Air-Devils”
in Salem. chase‘ an ad_dltllonal five acres, AAIr-Leviis o .
In the late 20's Eyerly also de- containing buildings, for $5.000. Frequent visitors to Salem in

one student who suddenly lost en-
thusiasm in flying. She was the
daughter of a local paper mill ex-
ecutive.

She was geiting ready to take

strafing ballons at an air event
in Eugene and cracked up the ship. |
| The plane was a total loss, Eyer-
}ly received a broken arm

as and she soloed at the age of
11.

[ “It was about that time, too,” |
he recalls, “that I flew a load of
fresh Salem cherries to Denver, |
Colo. They sold for a dollar a|
pound. Local growers toyed with |
the idea for a while of making |
regular air shipments of cherries |
to other sections of the country.
But the plan fell through.” _
One of Eyerly’s proudest pos-
sessions is a “Sporting License”
issued to him in 1830 by the Na-
tional Aeronautics Association. It
is signed by the chairman, Or-
ville Wright.
“You had to have one of these !
to compete in those air shows,”’

New Beer Can
Size Considered

OLYMPIA (m — The State Li-
'quor Control Board will consider

Yumm--uiutlﬂ"
more oa the purchase of & nDew or
wed car when you we the Suase
Farm “Bank Plan”, You save on

financing through your nearby bank

permitting sale of beer in 18 $ 4
ounce coniainers at a meeting| L % U low bank """; This sav
Sept. 1, a Board annéuncement & Plus your savings on State Farm

said Tuesday.

4 At present the Board allows beer
taught to ﬂ}' what was hailed b)' to be sold in 11, 12 and 32 ounce

containers.

insurance amounts to real money,
And—your State Farm Agent hane
dles all the arrangements for you
Call today—your State Farm Agest

RUBBER STAMPS

NOTARY & CORPORATE SEALS
masle to onler in our shop

NEEDHAM'S
465 STATE ST

STATIONERY
OFFICE - - SUPPLIES

PHONE 2-2485

; © only a phooe call away.

|
1

It Peys 9o Koow Veor |
STATE FARM AGENT

i

{ISill
Olson

Phone 4.2215
526 N. High St

'signed and constructed a plane:
sporiing the first tricycle landing
gear on a modern plane. He .called
it the Wiiflehen, after a comic
strip character.
' Still Has -Engine 1

Salem’s first glimpse of an air-
plane came before Eyerly’s time.
It was in 1909 and the plane was
built in Salem by Dr. 8. C. Scovil
and Ben Taylor, a postal employe.
Eyerly says he has in his pos-
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By ARTHUR GAVSHON
LONDON n—Britain told Greece
and Turkey Tuesday shé intends
holding Cyprus so long as she has
responsibility for defending the

‘Middle East.

Diplomatic informants said this
was the gist of a statement made
by Britain's Harold MacMillan at
a secret session of British, Greek
and Turkish foreign ministers who
are discussing the future of the
East Mediterranean Island. The in-
formants included delegates who
sat in on the talks.

In his speech, described as being
conciliatory yet firm, MacMillan
reportedly called on Stephen
Stephanopolous of Greece and Fatin
Rustu Zorlu of Turkey to seek a
reconciliation of their attitudes on
the Cyprus gquestion.

Commen [Inlerest

The British foreign minister said

ritain Wants Cyprus
For Defense Reasons

l"l"urkey want to take over. Stepha-
nopoulous and Zorlu are due to
make their introductory policy
speeches Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Negotiations will follow on the
| basis of the three statements.
The British statesman was zaid
to have emphasized this country
has no intention of abandoning its
 vast strategic commitments in the
| Middle East—commitments which,
|in the British view, are impossible
{of fulfilment by smaller powers.
| VHal Link
| Cyprus serves as Middle East
| headquarters for British land and
| air forces. It is a vital link also in
'Britain's imperial defense and
communications system stretching
from Europe io Asia and Africa,
(It now has crown colony status
which means 500,000 Cypriols are
|ruled directly from London.
| Greece, although it has never
owned the island, is supporting

'and internal upheaval.

|three-power talks on the future of | About 100,000 Cypriots are of Turk-

it was in the common interest of the claims of 400,000 Greek-de-
the three powers to work togeth- scended Cypriols for the right of
er if the Middle East is lo be self-determination. But Turkey,
defended effectively against the | which possessed the island for 350
possibility of external aggression | years until 1914, wants the island
|to remain under British rule if she
MacMillan's statemént led off the |cannot get it back for herself.

‘Maid of (ialifornid;F inalists

back up
Springs — Body by
_ Reliable’ into a flash of fire?”
Take a drive In the new Chevrolet
and see how new the new Chevrolet really is.
We can almest guarantee that when you try it,
~ you'll think you'rs driving a car costing
fwice as much. “0id Reliable” Is red hot.

car but onel

Yes, sirl Flash of fire! That’s why we ask you
to try Chevrolet before you buy anmy car.
*National Association for Stock Caor Auto Racing

Drive with care .'» « EVERYWHERE!

Chevrolet Performance: Anti-Dive Braking— Ball-Race Steering— Outrigger
Fisher = 12-Volt Electrical System — Nine Engine-Drive Chowu in-all models,

We wager that the first thing you'll say when you
drive the new Chevrolet is: “Who changed ‘Old

he

For years and years, Chevrolet has given you
those qualities of materials and workmanship
that make it the best investment in its field . . .
and now added to all that is sizzling performance!

Prooff You bet. In official NASCAR*
Trials Chevrolet out-accelerated all low and

medium-priced cars and every high-priced

mfiu's

hottest performer because

i's got America's most modern V8I

DOUGLAS McKAY CHEVROLET CO.

e o ihe taier (AE| 570 N.- Commercial St. ,

~

Phene 3-3178




