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Things of Beauty Come in Small Packages, Including Trees

By LILLIE L. MADSEN
Farm Editer, The Statesman

Do you remember the time-
worn expressicn: “Little, but Oh
my'!" That's a pretty handy say-
so0 when vyou go shopping for
trees of Lilliputian form.

I found a delightful little one
the other day. It leaned all to
one side, was healthy, green in
eolor, looked like miniature
occans and small, but strong
winds, had worked it over for

centuries ,or as if an artist might
' plece,

'Billings Has Collection

have put it together. ?
Actually, neither was the case.
It had just been taught to grow
that way for a 100 years or so..
Idly, I asked “Haw much?”
expecting to be told “about $10."
*“You couldn't buy it for less
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it was a beautiful specimen.

than $200." the owner said, Jook-! “Trees were really in our|
ing sort of worried, as if he blood,” Mr. Billings told me, as
feared 1 might try to buy it. he spoke of his father winning,
“I's more han 100 years old.” the Gold Medal for his apples at!
fe needn't have worried. Not the Lewis and Clark Fair in
after 1 heard the price—although Portland in 1905.
Mr. Billings was born at
However, 1 found, all mima- Macksburg in Clackamas County,
ture trees aren’t trees that have but moved to Hood River with
heen “taught to grow that way.” his parents, when he was two.
‘And all minatures are not that His interest in collecting minia.
expensive. Some of them grow lures started 35 years ago while
“that way” naturally. And some he was working in a forest ser-|
of them are just $10 to $20 a vice fire camp up in the Red

wired—like a youngster's crook-
ed teeth, only here (he “crook”
was the desired shape.

It takes from three to five
years and longer, depending
upon how the tree was first
grown, and the shape one wants
it to acquire, to “dwarf™ a treet.
That is — to starl the dwarfing
process. After that comes years
of further growing, which is
more “stopping growth” than in-
ducing growth.
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Bruee Billings of Silverion
who now has some 4530 trees in
“training,” first became inter-
ested in minatures through na-
tural dwaris,

* * * *
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This isn’t 3 very big tree but ha
reach its size, and it can't be

It is a Swiss Stone Pine.

.__.‘-.—-.\."Ai-li.,‘..."_i
s taken a dezen years or more te
had for less than $75, says Bruce
Billings, its owner, who managed to keep it frea growing large.

(Statesman Garden Phote,)

Hills district above Hood River.
iTwo of his brothers were al-
ready forest rangers.

“] ran into thousands of dwarf
trees, all growing im pumice
stone, rock and gravel. They
were 250 to 500 vears old and
some of the junipers were no
more than 10 feet high. Others
were much smaller,” Mr. Bill
ings said, as he showed us 2
little, windswept juniper which
was his “first collection.” It still
was no more than 18 inches tall.

After the fire camp stretch,
he went to work as propagator
for various landscape and nurs
ery companies in Portland, and
the idea of his miniature trees
went along. each year, during
vacation, others being added to
the collection.

Go Tree Hunting

“We went from the Canadian
border to San Francisco, {inding
many {ine spcimens,” he said, as
‘he told of the *Shasta Dam area

being particularly rich in good
little trees.” Those which gave

indication of dwarfing were
“kept in form.” .
“It's really much easier to

grow a large tree. It takes the
patience of the Oriental to per-
fect the process of the dwarf.”
Mr. Billings said, looking over

his huge collection of little trees,
“These are in training,” he point-
ed out, showing an occasional tree

Watering Important

“Watering is perhaps the most
important thing,” Mr. Billings
said, as he carefully wired a
small maple into the weird shape
which makes so many of the
dwarfs so attractive. “You have
to learn just how much water—
barely enough to keep the tree
glive—lo give it. Somelimes, if
the tree doesn’t have a good col-
or, 1.give it a weak solution of
fertilizer to bring back the color
and Keep it through the winter.”

When trees are removed from
their native habitat, sufficient
soil for the container to be used
is taken, along.

“That soil Jacks something that
helps make the tree dwarf. 1
i want to be sure to have that lack
of something,” Mr. Billings ex-
plained.

Along with his collection of
small dwar{ treets, Mr. Billings
has a fine collection of rocks.

“Good rocks just naturally go
with miniature trees,” he said.
Ancient Art

Dwarfing trees is an ancient
art, dating back to the 13th cen-
fury. In the Orient, where the
lart was believed first perfeeled,
dwarfing was the pastime of em-
perors and the aristocrats alone.
About a half century ago, the
working people, too, were let in

|the usual proportion. (Here he/

that the term Bon Sai originated:
as referring to the dwarf tree,
and the word has crept into the
English language where it is now
treated under that name in such
indisputable authorities on!
usages as Encyclopedia Britan-|
nica.

Norro Kobayashi, writing in|
his small book “Bon Sai”, savs
that “really excellent material
for a bonsai masterpiece is very
rare. One plant in a thousand is |

was talking of finding the dwarf
trees in nature). But when found
this rarity of rarities becomes a
priceless bon s2i in the hands of
a past master of the art.”

Kobayashi tells of the difficul-|
ty of transplanting the dwarf ma-|
terials, and refers to the *“great
hazards in successful rooting.”

“The first thing to do when|

the right material is brought in
is to plant it in sandy loam con-
taining little organic matter and
to put up a shelter to keep oif
the sun and the wind. At night
the shelter must be taken away, |
to expose the prospective bon sai |
to the dew, while the f{oliage
must be sprinkled with water|
during the daytime. Thus tend-|
ed, the plant should take root.”

This author adds that “any
kind of tree is capable of being
trained into a bon =ai, the only
stipulation being that it should
have small leaves and dense
twigs.”

As the foliage of a plant grows
in proportion to the quantity of its
roots, rool - pruning is one of the
important means of growing bon
sai. The young plants are root-
pruned freely, while the old ones
only slightly.

Secret Given
Kobayashi says that “in order lo

* * * * * * k¥ * * * * *

Works to Keep Trees Small

- "

Some folk give

g . -

everything they can to a tree to makes it reach a

aplece. (Statesman Garden Photo.)

X

good size.

Bruce Billings takes
every way he can to make the trees stay small, like this old Easiern Oregon Juniper on which he

is working. Other trees from left to right are Alpine Hemlock, 75 years old: White Barked Pine,
from high in Cascades in Santiam Pass; Ponderosa Pine, hardest of all to move; Maple from herd.
waters of Metolious. If you were to buy any of these pictured here, you'd pay from $35 to $100

|

necessary for the plant to have | In planting a dwarf tree, great
plenty of fibrous roots. A plant | care must be taken to place it at
with a few rough branches pre- hhe right depth and in the right
supposes 8 few, long thick roots |position in the pot. Soil must get
radiating through the soil. So the |into every portion of the pot. leav-
important thing is to root-prune a |ing no air holes, and packed to a
bonsai judiciously at the time of uniform firmness. Do not take the
transplantation, Herein lies the sec- |tree out into the air until the rools
ret of keeping bon sai alive for have started growth again.
ages." 5

Root-pruning must be done rapid-

Bamboos_are one of the [avorites
of the Japanese for bon sai. One

Iy in a damp room, well sheltered | might think it almost impossible to

from wind or sun. Care must be
taken not to expose the roots lol

take shoots from the luxuriant bam-
boos that grow to heights of 50 to
60 feet, but experts in the art of

—

bon sai cullure, often obtain beau=
tiful small bon sai by taking the
undergrounc stems from these
large growing trees. For bamboo
bon sai, pots only about an inch
deep are used. These may be eight
or 10 inches long and three or four
inches wide, The bamboos must be
transplanted every vear just before
the young shoots appear. Take the
plants out of the pot and cut off

part of the matted roots, then
break up the tangled roots and
prune away about half of the ori-
ginal roots, and replace the old

ion the art. It is in the Orient| produce many leafy branches, it is | either the wind or sun.

and
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Garden

* By Lillie L. Madsen

soil with fresh.

Fuji, or Japanese wistaria, is an-
other plant that lends itself to bon
sai—and it will flower in “captiv-
ity if grown correctly.

“It is an old art, but there is
something new to learn about it
[all the time,” Mr. Billings said, as
| he showed us his outdoor arrange-
ment of little dwarf trees. Back of
|the Billings home, he has arrang-

Garden
Calendar

Aug. 7
Bhow.

Aug. 7 — Annual picnic of Ore-
gon Geranium Society, Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Stenzel home, 14110
N.E. Gilson St., Portland, 2 p.m.
No host.

Aug. 7-13 — Begonia and Fuch-
sia Show, Gresham.

Aug. 9—Woodburn Garden Club.
No host picnic, Settlemeier Park,
6:30 p.m.

Aug. 10 — “Salute to Klamath
Basin” “Flower Show, -Klamath
County  Fairgrounds, Klamath
Falls.

Aug. 11 — Annual Herb Tea Leb-
anon, 1 pom. Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Michelson, 951 Park St.

Aug. 12 — Jefferson
Garden Club, City Hall ice cream
social, “God's Country Garden"”
theme.

Aug. 13-14 — Gladioli Show, Spo-
kane.

Aug.
ade.

Aug. 17-18 — Gladiolus Festival,
Grants Pass.

Aug. 18 — African Violet Soci-
ely, no host supper, Mayflower
hall, 6:30 p.m.

Ang. 20-21 Grande Ronde
Gladiolus Festival, La Grande.

Aung. 20-21 — Symphony of Flow-
ers, Anchorage, Alaska,

Rockaway Flower

14 — Seaside Dahlia Par-

' Aug. 20-21 — Pacific Internation- |

al Gladiolus Show, Everett, Wash.

Aug. 20-21 — Gearhart Flower
Show,

Aug. 22-23 — Puget Sound Fuch-
sia Show, Fredrick & Nelson's,
Seattle.

Aug. 24-28 — Washington County
Flower Show, Hillsboro.

Ang. 25-26 — City of San Fran-
cisco ‘Flower -Show, 2 to 10 p.m.
City Hall.

Ang. 25-26 — Dghlia Show, Brem-
erion, Wash,

Aug. 26-28 — Polk County Flow-
er Show, Rickreall.

Aug. 27 — Annual
Flower Show, Silverton.

Sepl. 3-10 — Oregon State Flow-
er Show, State Fairgrounds, Sa-
lem.

Sept. 34 — Pacific Northwest
Dahlia Show, Florel Hall, Fores:
Peark, Everett, Wash,

Sept. 20— 8 p.m. Salem Rose So
ciety meeting YMCA.

Sepl. 22-24 — North Marion Coun-
ty Flower Show, Woodburn

Nov. 56 — Annual Chry=anthe-
mum Show Study Club. Portland
Chamber of Comerce Visitor's In-
formation Center.

Jay-C-Ette

BOOK OF THE WEEK

A new book that is verv usable
to any gardener is
Your Garden Through Seil Man-
agement,” by Earl Downey (Crown
Publishers, $3.85) It tells in simple
terms, how specific garden tatks
and problems can be solved. The
book is divided into three parts:
Soils, vegetable crops, and (part 3)
lawns, flowers and berries in Lhe

esthetic phases of gardening.

[TOOL TIPS

AT T
AP Howsleotvres

DOUBLE DUTY ecan be ob
mined from a P.d saw by
voynding its end and filing and
setting teeth in it; The Ameci-
can Builder, trade publication,
suggests this . a5 a handy
gimmick starting gew cuts in
plywood, floors, etc,

Friendly*

“Improving |

Questions & Answers

Question—Mrs. E. L. inquired,
{a couple of weeks ago about a
|cobra lily. The garden editor
wasn't sure of the reply. But
|George, Alling, widely known
Salem gardener was.

Answer—Thanks to Mr. Alling:
The cobra lily is a local name
for Darlingtonia, a native in sec:
tions of Southern Oregon, recent-
Iy sold here. It is a bog plant
so should be left in peat moss,
no soil. mo fertilizer, but constant
moisture, and no hot sun,

.

Question Lilac started to
shoot out good healthy flowers
this spring, then shriveled up.
New growth would come but this
would do the same. Looks like
whole plant is dying. What to
do? G.D.

Answer—Difficult to say.
Could be a couple of things,
| Sounds like root rot
| amarilla root rot, or the stems
| may have been damaged by an.
thracnose which destroys bark.
{In either case the shrub should
be removed and the soil steril-
ized before planting another.

If the foliage was black as

though it had been burnmed, it

might have beea blight. This
can be controlled by copper
sprays. This disease is not fatal
and may be cured if a few cul-
| tural faults are corrected. Don't
give it too heavy feedings of
| nisrogenious fertilizers or ma-
nures in spring or summer. Don't
| overwater. Provide good venti-
| lation around it. If it needs fer.
:lléxer give it some bonemeal in
L,

.

Question—The outside paint of
{our house blisters and the win-
(dows get covered with steam, Is
| there any way that you know of,
or can find out, how to stop it?
0.C.C.

Answer—Window steaming is
said te be an indication that in-
door humidity is teo high and
waler vapor in the air condenses
when it strikes the cold surface
of the glass,. A house engineer
of my acquaintance, says this
can be best prevented at the time
of bullding a house,
already built, a wvapor barrier
may be installed on the warm
side of the wall. Otherwise re-
duce humidity by preventing un-
necessary evaporation of water
inside the house such as permit-
ting water to hoil lenger than
necessary, opening windows in
| bathroom after a bath, providing
| ventilating fans in kitchen and
laundry.

Question — Was told there is a
“right time"” to ecut gladiolus
spikes #0 that one can enjoy them
for the longest period. Could you
tell me how
time comes? 1.T.C.

Answer — For longesi
ment, gladiolus experis say to cul
the spikes when the twe florets,
lowest on the slem, are open. The
others will then open in  water.
' Plck off the older omes as they
|fade, and shorten the stem to keep
| it in proporiion te the bloom.

I . .

.
\ Question—Have a bittersweet |

| vine which I started from a seed
from my old home im the mid-
wesl. Sets fruit each year but

"is UNIITE

Glass Fiber Plastie Panels

! Transivcent and Shatterproof

For ng for Your Windew
THE

Eve
o0 ER BLIND MAN

Free Estimates Day or Night
Ph 37328 (Terms) 3570 Center St

such as |

[ July. 1s it the weather here?

It seems to me you have awlully
chilly summers. Only our second
one here. 1 startéd the bitter-
sweet in the east in a can so0
| that I could take it west with me
to have something from-  home.
It has grown well, but doesn't
amount to much without its
fruit. 0.J.

Answer — Probably needs a
lenizer. Poor pollenization will
cause the fruit io start and then
fail to mature. We've had cool
1.wealher the past two summers.
Stick arcund awhile, and I'm
|sure you'll come to think our

summers are the besi ever . . .
miss the In-

You don’t, 1 hope,
| tense heat the midwest is “en-
joying”? However, we assure
| you, we'd like to have a little
warmer summer too — like we
have in the average year.

- L] -

Question — This is irls planting
time isn’t it? I'd like some pink
ones, but I went to an Iris show at
Silverton about three years ago
&nd every pink one | saw was
|around $§20. Are there any vari-
eties of pink that sell for less?
N.HS.

Answer — Yes, there are many
of the pink oves thal sell for less
than $20 — and some which sell
for more. Lovelight is a blending
of pink and pearl which goes for
|$2.50. Love Story is a flaminge-
| pink, at £3.50. Anothér flaminge
|pink is Paradise Pink, al $5. Pink
Bountiful now brings enly $2. Pink
Bouquei, a baby-ribbon pink with
|an orange beard, goes for $8, Pink
Cameo has dropped to $1; Pink

| Formal to $4, Pink Plume (an or-|

!chid-pink) to $3, and Plak Re-
flection to 73 cenis.
= L L]

Question — Last spring we had
a lot of trouble with a little worm

-

AP Newsfedtures

flexibl

FLAN # PH22IAP

A DISTINCTIVE angular floor-to-ceiling bay, adjoining the living room fireplace, features this
plan. The house is adaptable to two or three-bedroom use, the third bedroom being
suited to serve as a den with a folding partition merging it with living.room. This is plan
PH211AP by Paul T. Haagen, architect, 360 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. The house has
1,212 square feet of floor area and a basement,

is any charge for infermation. but( aphids on the leaves, or too much |

the family sure reads

columns. P.R.H.

Answer — Sent you the name of
material which I may have men-

your

In a house

ned. Am mnot sure which one you
are referring too, but this will do
the work if directions on contain-
er are followed. No. there is mo
charge for this service in The
Statesman, and we are happy to
hear from you. Come again, If you

think we can be of service.
-

at the tops of our young cypresses.
You mentioned something then to|
control these, which proved ef-
fective. Would you tell us again,
what this 157 D. F.

Answer — Malathion, 1 believe,
Lead arseante sprayed on the
trees now will also help prevent
damage from the moth.

* s ® Question — Leaves of our wal-

Question — Talked to a Silver-|nul in our
ton man who works at Salem this|ing yellow and some are dropping
week, and he told me about some ! ©off. What is causing this and what

back garden are turn- |

to know when this

enjoy- |

lawn dope you had told him about

which, he said “sure did away

with the weeds and"gave me a nice |

lawn.” Would you please tell me
what this is? Haven't written to
you before and don’t know if there

should we do” New Readers,

| Answer — This could be due leo
a number of things: Botrytis,
which can be controlled by copper
sprays or ferban applied In the

lnpﬂu. Lack of sufficient boren,

WHILE QUA

SPECIAL
(learance

GUTTERS

NTITIES LAST

4-Inch 0.G Aluminum

V2 Round Galvanized

Replace Those Lecky Gutters Now et This

540 Hood S¢.

SPECIAL LOW PRICE

D. E. Cooper & Son

Phone 3-3603

damp weather or lack of water at
the roots during dry weather, Wal-
nuts like good air circulation, full
sun, plenty of water in dry times
but mot water standing arocund the
rools. Every three years or so,
a little boron under the tree — out
lo the tips of the branches — will
help it. There are a lot of things
to kmow aboul a tree to prescribe
correct treatment. May be by men-
| tioning these, you can diagnose and
| treat properiy.

| Question — Have a very nice
| little Gravenstein apple tree which
| set quite a bit of fruit this year
and now every single apple has
dropped off. They didn't all drop

mended spray program as you
have been giving it in The States-
man. D.G.

|ed. in a group of oaks. a natural
lseu'm_: for the little trees, all in
| pots. There are little hill~ and little
|valleys to set off the odd-shaped
little trees, as well as the very
{gtrzight miniature ones,

Start that new compost heap. We | *['ve really just started,"”
saw a goad one the other evening| adds.
out at the Carl Wolz home at 641/
Wayne Drive. He had made a nar- | |5 —————
row alic_v,iway by meansbo[ktwtf) at- . RENT A TOOL

tractive fences, at the back of his Do It Yourself It's C

garden. At both ends of the alley- OPEN SUNDA(‘;:“W

|way he had built, from painted
boards, a compost box. The whole ] Salem's Oldest Tool Rental
HOWSER BROS.

| affair was not at all unattractive.
1180 South 12th St

Do a little extra baiting for root

T)lirl,gs to Do

he

weevil in the home strawberry|
patch and around your azaleas and

rhododendrons.

Also bait around arborvitae. This is a True Case History
Weevils are very hard on these.|

Remove this year's bearing| I SAVED
canes of raspberries as soon as| ‘. —
they finish bearing. All new shoots
that are not neecded for next sea- —\ *‘ 5116“

son’s food, should also be removed

now, .
= 6 ON THE
Plant next year's pansy bed )~‘f‘ /\‘-
Get them in (the seed) by mid-
August, E \( (AR I

BOUGHT

“I made over a 50% down pay-
ment on a late-model car. I was
told it would cost me $257.60 to
insure the car and finance the
balance of $700.00. Lucky for me
I'd talked to a State Farm agent
first, because I used the Bank
Plan instead and paid an insur-
ance and financing charge of
only $140.74. 1 saved $116.86."
{One of many actual cases.)

Building or )
Remodeling?

ORIGINAL FIRER GLASS PanmfLS

the new kind of gless thet instells

o sasy o shee! metcl Many People Assume

Finance Rates Are Standard
THEY ARE NOTI

Bank Plan ofters wvou twe
proven moneyv-saving methods Low=
cost preferred-risk Insurance rates.
Get your own figures on the cost of

The

the car you want and COMPARE
them witn Bank Plan

at once, but every day we lost|
| some. Have followed the recom- |

£\

cost=
Call or see vour State Farm

BEFORE you buy.

Samuel

FIRST!
agent

Answer — Likely poor pollina-
ation from the wet weather. Also’
sudden hot weather after days of
cold weather, and them the great
amount of mildew on apples this
year, are likely the causes.

ANSLUCENT » SHATTERPROOF » FEATHER.

W. P. Fuller

2610
. Crestview
LIGHT = CAN DE SAWED AND NAILED Drtve
Phone 2-8406

L]
AIR.VENT
| Amvest A WNINGS Paint & Glass
|| ‘Porch Hoods =~ patio covers 1566 5. Liberty St.
! r Sheo

rorcgft:gthl::'muYn;rr“gtn’dow Phone 4-2207

SEE — S —————

oo ELMER BLIND MAN |

Free Estimates Day or Night

Ph 37328 (Terms) 3830 Center Bt

LAWN SEED

BENT MIX~-CLOVER MIX

New Low
Price

75" Pound

PEAT MOSS

Horticultural
Grade

Bale 5395

FERTILIZER

6-10-4
Ideal for Lawns
Shrubs - Flowers

100 .. 4%

FREE USE OF SEEDERS SPREADERS - ROLLERS
WITH PURCHASE OF
LAWK SEED AND FERTILIZERS

265 Stete

D. A. White & Sons

We Deliver

Phone 2.2478

*Hera's all the protection
most gardens need!"

Black Leaf Gorden Dust is vour easy
way to protect your garden against
most of the insects and diseases that at-
tack plants. The handyv, dust-gun pack-
age works"like a pump, spewing a cloud
of dust over plants for complete cover-
age. Or, the dust mixes readily with
water, if you. prefer (o spray.

PR —

Use this multi-purpose dust or
spray all summer long on roses,
ornamental shrubs, annuals, per-
ennials, and vegetables. It controls
sucking insects, chewing insects
and fungus diseases, quickly, easily
and economically.

One-pound carton: §1.19
Eight-ounce dust gun: 794

LOOK Fom THE BLACK LEAF
ON THE RED aAnD WHITE PACKAGE




