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:‘W Faver Sways Us. No Fear Shall Awe”
+  Frem First Statesman, March 28, 1851

Multnomah County Out of Step

The county assessor of Multnomah Coun-
ty ‘manages to keep out of step with the state
tax commission most of the time. It isn't
new with the incumbent, Wiley Smith, but
goes back a long ways in county history.

GRIN j\m BEAR IT

By lickty South Ko

rea Again Carries

‘Main, Burden of 1Its Defense
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-Salulc to Ground Observers

One of the most thankless jobs in Civilian
Defense, and yet one which Air Force Chiei
Gen. Twining declares is a vital and indis-
pensable part of national security, is that of
the Ground Observer Corps.

The corps, which now has 400,000 persons
on 24-hour “Operation Skywatch,” will have
its third anniversary July 14. Major factor
in the observance of that event is the an-
nouncement that the corps is becoming truly
nation-wide. Twelve southern and Rocky
Mountain states are assuming responsibil-
ities which the other 36 states have beep
carrying out for some time. National goal is
1,000,000 persons to operate 24,000 posts and
73 filter centers.

The Ground Observer shares in none of
the glamor of ostensible patriotism. He (or
she) is merely the silent, patient, watch_ful
complement to the radar which is becoming
more and more an intrinsic part of defense
but which has its weaknesses (low-flying
planes can come in under it undetected) and
which is far too costly to install at the
thousands of vantage points where “Opera-
tion Skywatch” is maintained.

To manv folk, the Ground Observer Corps
seems a futile and time-wasting project.
Military men to date regard it differently,
and, after all. it is on them we must depend.

orders which were based both on law and
equity.

In recent years there have been contro-
versigs over appraisals of merchandife in-
ventories; and now the State Tax Commis-
sion has ordered county officials to reduce
the assessment made by the county assessor
against the' Reynolds Aluminum plant at
Troutdale.

It is quite safe to assume that the state
body intervenes only when the facts make it
necessary. Local assessing officials are
granted wide discretion in determining wval-
ues; but appeals may be taken to the State
Tax Commission and then this body has to
act on the basis of the evidence presented.
It is time Multnomah County “got back in
the Union” and based its assessments on con-
formity state law,

The Westward Trek

Oregon's smaller cities also are on the
march population-wise. Thirteen of them
will get more state highway and liquor rev-
enues as a result of a 1955 census showing
marked growth in the previous five-year
period.

Newport with 36 per cent gain, Stayton
with 35 per cent and Canby with 22 per
cent are among those in which a new count
was conducted recently. In all 13 instances,
the growth is a healthy continuance of a
previous trend, in some places at an accel-
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Russ Commént
On lke’s Talk
‘No Surprise’

By WILLIAM L. RYAN

AP Foreign News Analyst
The news that the Moscow press
published without comment about
1,200 words of Presideft Eisen-
hower's news conference seems (o
have occasioned a large measure
of surprise in the West. Perhaps

Continued from page 1)

to get around, in their conscience,
the significance of this declara-
tion. It keeps gnawing at us.

0

SEOUL » — The thin line of
South Korea's constabulary was
shattered when war exploded on
this unhappy Asian peninsula five
years ago Sunday.

Soldiers with rifles, light artil-
lery and e anti-tank guns

has 400,000 of its own troops in|.20d: the Philippines, Luxembours,

addition to Chinese Red forces and
“will attack us again at any time
they , choose.”

wards of 110,000 men but have left |
behind a well-trained cadre for a

were sent to fight North Koreans rebuilt North Korean army.

armed with heavy tanks and ar-

The South Korean high command

tillery supplied by Russia. Only Al- continually reports Communist in-

lied help saved South Korea.

Today — five years later —|and equipment, charges that have

South Korea once more carries lhe
main burden of its defense. Most

of the U.S, divisions and the UN._ |Jom.
contingents manning the front at|

the time of the armistice are gone.

There is no poorly trained con-
stabularly now. There is a South
Korean army of
trained and armed by the United
States, Ten reserve divisions are
in the organizing stage.

Fourth Largest

Little South Korea now has the
world's fourth largest army — be-
hind only those of the United
States, Russia and Red China. U.
8. advisers call South Korea's
army the best in Asia.

It is estimated at between 500,-
000 and 600,000 men, Still to come
are some naval craft and 75 Amer-
ican Sabrejets for the South Ko-
rean air force.

These are results of minimum
demands set down by President

20 divisions, |eraft to previously empty North

troduction of combat matenalsl
been the basis of official protests

by the UN. Command at Panmun-

MIGs Brought In

In February, the Allies accused
the Communists oi illegally bring-
ing in at least 155 MIG jet air-

Kcrean airfields.

To bolster the South Korean
army, which now holds almost the
entire 155-mile frontline, the de-
pleted 8th Army maintains two
under-strength infantry divisions in
the field. They are the 24th and
7th Divisions which have been in
Korea periodically since the penin-
sula was liberated from the Ja-
panese 10 years ago. Both were
part of the U.S. military govern-
ment force which was stationed in

Korea before the republic was

| Colorbia, Ethiopia and The Neth-

erlands,
Now only a handful of the UN.

“volunteers™ | forces remain. Today, the U.S. mil-
|reportedly - have withdrawn up-|itary advisory group is being

dwarfed by the formation of a
huge, overall organization which
aims to make the South Korean
forces ‘“completely seli-sufficient
for defensive purposes.”

One of its functions will be to
recommend the amount of military
aid the South Koreans will receive
each year,

Whether the unstable Korean

economy, which must support 20

million people, can maintain its
new army over the long haul is
something of major concern to
American and U.N. officials.

Currency Dispute
Rhee and his government lead-

ers have no. always given what

American authorities call whole -
hearted cooperation in the aid pro-
gram. They delayed a 700 million
dollar aid program for more than

six months last year over a cur-
rency dispute. Then, in effect, they

accepted the aid funds ynder con-

ditions originally laid down by U.

S. representatives.
Rhee and the Scuth Kbreans do

founded in 1948,

At the time of the Noﬂh'!{orean
1attar:i;. the U.S. military repre-

not talk as boisterously today
about umification with the north or
as bitterly about last year's US.
| troop withdrawal, The government,
however. remains dedicated to the

> - > A 2 B s —p goal of unification. *
Western observers are giving the Likewise the claim to “life, lib- ° .
On the forthcoming anniversary of a pro- erated rate. Lol t Soviet rulers a little too much erty and the pursuit of happi- 2 From The dBut noth.here iﬁ that old,kilﬁd
gram to which hundreds of thousands of In 1850, the nation’s center of population credit for open-mindedness. ness” has become part of the || I Ie |eS_ Statesman Files ragon — Japan. Rhee is making
loyal Americans have given many hours and  Was in Richland County, IIl. (A hundred

much effort, we feel a special salute is well
warranted.

years before it was in West Virginia). By
1960, at the present rate, it appears the cen-

Aside rom the obvious fact that
the publication of the ' President's
views was all part of preparation

very substance of the American
philosophy of government. Many
arguments arise over “liberty,”

the most of it, even to the extent

of not honoring a part of last No-

’ . | vember's aid agreement with the
. A . ears Elizabeth Ryan in the womens ;. - alled

1t is true, too, that the Ground Observer fer may be moved west of the Mississippi for the summit Big Four meeting ;Z:Smig‘nm v};ug{;wtszft t!.alﬁp;: 10 Y Ago finals. Ir::)l::dtrf;?::? w?t:w?ap:n. As '::

Corps is not merely watchfully waiting. Al-  River for the first time. ifmﬁ?”;em m:gth, th’&? WaE s still sacred, and “liberty™ still July 4, 1845 Motorcycle and horse races|excuse Rhee and other officials

iy it is credited with spotting fires which b ; *0 1 by the.gm:gli?_e ing tp precious in the sight of all Amer- Friendly young Americans provided thrills at the state |contend Japan is leaning closer

could have flared into disaster; reporting
aerial plane mishaps in time to effect res-
cues at sea; thrown its efforts into averting
panic in hurricane-stricken areas.

Tts member include persons in all walks

of life, some of themrdoubling in their daily
duties as bridge tenders, prison guards, dam
caretakers. Others who donate time outiside
of their regular work include a California
mother of 11 who is a restaurant dishwasher;
the great-great-granddaughter of Abraham
Lincoln; Willie Hoppe, world billard cham-
pion; a legless World War I veteran; prison
convicts. The list is endless.

They won't get much thanks unless there
Is a climactic event which we all hope never

Editorial Comment

RISING REAL WAGES

There is impressive evidence of the continued
good health of our economy in the latest data
on cost of living and manufacturing workers'
earnings published by the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Last month the Consumer Price Index
was unchanged from the previous month and
almost 1 per cent below the corresponding figure
a month ago. Take-home pay for the average
worker in manufacturing, on the other hand,
reached a new high.

Taken together, these two facts indicate a con-
tinuing and appreciable rise in real wages for

workers, an increase in the
amount of goods and services they can buy. In
May, 1954, a manufacturing worker with no de-
pendents had an average take-home pay of $58.97

The President was quoted as
saying nobody really knows who
is the dominating influence in the
Soviet government today. This is
pot news to the Soviet pyblic and
nothing new to the Soviet press.
It fits in neatly with the boast of
the Kremlin that it is ruled by
“collective leadership.”

. - -

The Moscow account quoted the
President’'s remark that until the
Communist satellite nations had

the right to determine of their

own free will their own forms of
government, there could be no real
peace in the world.

This, also, has been the subject
of Soviet press comment, and
later, undoubtedly, will be quoted
again to the Soviet public as

icans,

The Declaration was in essence
the produet of the time. It is the
fruit of 18th century liberalism
which had been undermining the
old doctrine of the divine right
of kings. Of contemporaneous
development was the conception
of “freedom of contract” in the
world of business, whose classic
expressions was given in Adam
Smith's “Wealth of Nations."" In
this industrialized age classic
liberalism has undergone severe
strain. Numerous compromises
have been forced which greatly
circumscribe “freedom of con-
tract.”” Personal liberty has also
been greatly curtailed: witness
today's traffic laws. These

serving in far-flung lands cele-
brated America’s independence
day with a gusto sparked in
many cases by these nations’
own newly-won freedom. There
were fireworks, dances and pa-
rades — from Berlin to Can-
berra.

Justice Owen J. Roberts for

fairgrounds and a band concert

and closer to the Communist

years the supreme court's lead--

fing dissenter and next to the
last member of the tribunal not
epprointed by Preg Roosevelt,
retired. Since he served more
than 15 years and recently be-
came 70 vears of age, he would
receive full pay of $20,000 a
year for life.

Some relief from the swelter-
ing temperatures of this week

‘and fireworks in evening for
thousands of people who cele-
brated the Fourth of July in Sa-
lem.

At Hillsboroan airplane pilot- |
ed by John Harris, Salem, dived |
into a crowd of picnickers as it
attempted to land and over-
turned without injuring the
pilot, passengers or picnic
ticipants,

40 Years Ago

July 4, 1915

More than ten thousand per-
sons marched or rode in the
peace pageant at Toledo, Ohio,|
the first of its kind ever em-

world.
Trade Small

American officials say Japanese-
Scuth Korean trade has been “neg-
ligible." Yet this is the very area
where the United States hoped to
reduce the cost of rehabilitating
the Korean economy.

Nearly 1'% billion -dollars have

Par- heen diverted to South Korea since

the armistice to help rebuild its
war-shattered homes and indus-
try.

During the Korean War, more
than 2% million persons were
either killed or wounded. U.S,
casuallies approximated 136,000,
That war has been at end for near-
lv two years now but Americans

, . ployed in the United States as a| will not be able to forget Kore
their efforts a week. The corresponding figure last month ,yidence that the United States is Jreaches with what have seemed was predicted by the US. means of celebrating Independ- | for a long time. ¥ 5
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t‘iﬂiﬂ‘ hundreds of millions from oil com- i;“'ﬁud mm from which all of us The u-m prﬂs also ql.loted [{e{:larahon of the Thirteen '.“I“‘E;'SOH. Spetljlt her g"]hOOd y .
panies for leases on lands it claims beyond lhmnd,t'witi' !t:!likle‘;:ki f““::;d h“’“?; :::i?: the President as noting there had Unifed States of America.” If 1. What is wrong with this sent. Salem, moving east at the

those held by the states. Then it receives a
acre per year plus a sixth

; of the Oregon Blue Book you will 2. What is th j. . The first large suspension bridge &
of the oil produced under the leaseholds. be the key to our economic fortunes. Without world peace. note that the words “of the ation of *cliche” ‘f‘;’[ﬁﬁi‘,‘,’fr’;‘;‘;’;; built in the United States spanned || Selem Fuel Oil Dealers
There is this difference, however: once the higher productivity, increased labor costs must . thirteen united” are in much 3 Which one of these words is the Ohio River at Covington, Ky., |
petroleum is pumped the supply is perma- force prices up, a phenomenon that can lead to .

. nently exhausted. Our timber lands will

keep on growing trees for periodic harvest-

supplemental benefits such as have been won by
the automobile workers, productivity will again

inflationary pressure or, at the other extreme,
lead to substantial unemployment by reducing
effective demand for the products of our great

been 2 change in the Soviet
position and this ultimately might
react favorably in the interests of

This does not in any way contra-
dict Soviet propaganda. which con-
tends that the U.S.S.R. has been
making all the concessions up to

you look at the facsimile of the
original document on page 424

smaller text, none of them capi-
talized. And in the closing para-
graph of the instrument, the

ence? “I had rather be safe than
sorry."”

misspelled? Dispair,
dispatch, dissidence,
4. What does the word “sinu-

disparage,

time of her marriage.

and was finished in 1881.

To enable your dealer to con-
tinue your monthly charge
service

Credit Association

A i declaration is made “in the name  oys"” mean? .
ing indefinitely. factories. —New York Times. now in the interests of world and by the authority of the good 5. What is a word beginning| t & . J
o L peace, including concessions on people of these colonies . . . that, with Ia that means “to rend, or e”'le
disarmament and the control of

Flag'Waving ‘Out of Date’; Independence

Day Good Time

for
would

Taking Stock’ of Past

atomic weapons.

Thus, there was little or nothing
to lose in the decision to quote
the President liberally. The Sov-
jet press has quoted the Presi-

as free and independent slates,
they have the power to levy war,
conclude peace, contract al-
liances, establish commerce, and
to do all other acts and things
which independent states may of

tear"?
ANSWERS

1. Tt is better to say, “T would |

rather. be safe than sorry”' 2,
Pronounce klee-shay, with accent

| HUDSON
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the American economy seemed

paralysis, was ihe real drama
of the twe recent Senate voles

is the party sinned against and
the Western diplomats the sinners.
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