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Airplane Joins Plow as Major Farm Implement for American Farmers

* * * * *

By OVID A. MARTIN

WASHINGTON & — The air-
plane is rapidly becoming a major
implement of agriculture.

While looked upon principally 2s
a weapon of war and as a means
ol transportation, it is finding -wide
and expanding use in fertilizing
crops, planting seeds, spraying for
insects and plant diseases and kill-
ing weeds.

The number of aircraft used in
farming now exceeds 7,000, of
nearly five times the size of the
commercial plane fleet,

One cultivated acre out of every
gix in the United States is being
treated by aircraft with dust,
spray, fertilizer or other chemi-
cals.

Government agencies estimale
serial pest control, weed contrel
and fertilizing add more than three
billion dollars annually to farm in-
come.

Each year more than 644 mil-
lion pounds of dusi-type chemicals
are applied by air and 80 million
gallons of liquid sprays. These
materials would more than fill 1.-
000 freight trains, each 50 cars
long.

Used on Many Crops

Officials say that aerial crop con-
trol work is done on more than

200 types of crops.

But extensive as these aerial:.
they are re-|

farm activities are,
garded by agricultural engineers
to be small in relation to what
the next five or ten years will
bring

BASEBALL
TODAY

DOUBLEHEADER

Salem “Senators”
Coos Bay

The use of the a:rplnne and the

***************

|helicopter is growing at such a|Experiment Station dusted trees|have helped by manufacturing new |
rale that the Agriculture Depart- infested with a catalpa insect. | types of chemicals suitable for use
ment iz being urged to name a| A few far-sighted individuals in from the air.

| gualified man to coordinate all re- aviation took notice of these ex- ﬂriu Out Service

search being carried on by fed- ‘periments and agricultural avia-| Those engaged in agricultural |
eral, state and other agencies in tion began to develop, *nmtwu usually hire out their serv-
aerial farming. | Aerial spraying has grown large- |ices to farmers. Few farmers|

Agricultural aviation is 38 years Iv around the use of war surplus | themselves engage in the work.
pld. Its infancy can be traced back lraimng planes, easily converied Aerial duslmg and spraying has|
|to 1919 when the Ohio Agricultural | for such use. Chemical mmpanlu! been a pioneering job, full of |+

|drama and hardship as well as
danger.

Here is the way a Civil Aero-!
nabtics Administration specialist |
described the aerial applicator in|
a recent speech:

Drilling Barge Snafu

does not have access to unlimited |
funds or subsidies to promote the
welfare of his business. He has
earned everything he has in the
good old American competitive
{way. He is a portion of grass.
roots aviation — an industry thatl
' has become one of the biggest seg-
. ments of our aviation industry. He
believes the airplane can do aerial|
application jobs faster, better and|
more efficiently than any other
type of machinery. He has made
a2 lot of faces turn red by doing
i | what was once considered impos-
sible with an airplane.”
| The CAA specialist — Gale F.

Hanson — added if aerial appli-
cators suddenly ceased operations,
the result would be a food short-
age that might well create a panic.

But agriculture is finding uses
for the airplane other than caring
for crops. More and more [armers
are acquiring airplanes for trans-
portation. The airplane is being
used -to count cattle in Western
range areas, for patrolling fences
{and for planning erosion control
|work. The Agriculture Department
{uses the airplane to check on
farmer compliance with crop con-
trols.
Sow Tree Seed

In some regions, operators of big
tree farms use airplanes to drop

NEW ORLEANS—An oil drilling barge owned by the American | new tree seed into cut-over areas.
| Planes are widely used to help |

Tidelands Company is shown on its side after it succumbed to the
rough waters of the Gulf of Mexico about 45 miles south of New

fight forest fires.
Orleans. All 43 workmen aboard escaped injury and were picked

Those engaged in agricultural

l ““He is nol a wealthy person. He'

* * Kk * k

possibility of producing such a
{plane. Furthermore, several edu-|
lca!mnal institutions — particularly
Texas A. and M. College — have
been working on better agricultural
aircraft,

In the minds of some, aerial
| spraying and dustmg is associated
{with the sgerial circus and its
‘dare-devil” risk-taking. But lead-
ers of the industry say this is zn
|maccurnle comparison. It is true
| that the aerial applicators My close |
to the ground, but few take un-
|necessary chances.

Aerial dusting and spraying has|
{its difficulties and hazards, not-|
| withstanding.

Indlan-Esklmo |

'lees Saved ‘

TORONTO i — A multi-million |
dollar health and welfare program
|is saving the lives of hundreds of |
Canada's Indian-Eskimo popula'
tion, reports Dr. P.E. Moore, ds—
{rector of the Indian Health sery-
tice in Ottawa.

Since 1952, he says, the program |
has reduced the death rate from
tuberculosis among Canada’s 143.-
000 Indians and 8,500 Eskimos to
fewer than 60 in every 100,000. The
rate formerly was 579 out of 100,-

* * * k. X

There is the problem, for in-
stance, of limiting spread of ma-
terials to crops for which they
were intended. There have been
cases- when weed killers, for ex-|

,ample, have carried beyond the

intended area to crops where they |
caused heavy losses.

Agriculture experis say one of|
the biggest opportunities for aerial
aviation is the elimination of weeds
from the nation’s croplands.

They estimate weeds now cause
farmi losses running around four
billion dollars a year. To this must
|be added another billion dollar loss
on non-agricultural lands.

Research work has shown the
possibility of using the airplane in

seedins such crops as clover, al-| NEEEEW
fa]fa wheat, rye, peas and soy-
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{loss requires more extensive sur-|

|has led to an increasing amount
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ot legislation by states to restrict
in one way or another the sale,
use and application of chemicals
(for pest control. This is designed
|to prevent uses that would be de-
structive and establish responsibil-
ity for losses from unauthorized
applications.

veys to determine the location and
intensity of infestation.

The airplane offers the most el-
fective, cheapest and quickest way
to make such surveys.

Growth of agricultural a\'iationl
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We're Proud of Our Swiss
Steak with Home Baked Rolls,

Butter, Potatoes, Slaw or
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aviation generally agree their in- |
dustry's greatest need is an air-
plane designed specially for the
work.

| wup by Coast Guard rescue vessels. Cause of the capsizing was
| mot immediately known. (AP Wirephoto)
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