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Flexible Price Plans GoingAhead Despite Continued Attacks on Program
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By OVID A. MARTIN (and 90 per cent of parity this year ed together to give the figure for| This is not the full extent of thereduction may be made until the |farm law directing that a portion of |- Major types of tobacco will be tobacco when controls are in ef-

Associaled Press Farm Reporter and 75 to 90 per cent thereafter. what it called “normal” require-|possible flexibility of the new sup- | total supply exceeds 8 per cent of the supply be set aside for special | supported at 90 per cent of parity. | fect. .

WASHINGTON 8 — The Eiseny| The law sets up a so called “slid- ments. In the case of corn, the porl system. Should there be | normal needs. government disposal operations | Most types are being grown under| The support rates for rice and
hower administration is going right | ing scale” formula for determin- normal needs—market m‘t‘hﬂ‘gﬁ in either the estimste of | In addition, cotton was helped and excluded from the total supply |rigid production controls and the peanuts have not yet been deter.
ahead with plans to give farmers ing level of supports under this plus reserve—tiotaled 3,668,000,000 the total supply or n_or_mal reeds, this year by a requirement in the  in determining the support level. |law directs 90 per cent floors for | mined.
their first taste this year of flexible System. 'bushels. both, by the official harvest - .

price supports despite continued
bitter attacks on the new program
by some farm leaders.

Congress last year authorized
use of the flekible system, begin-
ning this year. However, legisla-
tive moves at this session to re-
store the wartime syStem of high,
opd price floors had created some
uncertainty.

The House Agriculture Commit-

tee has voted to return to the old |

system, but delays in bringing the
legislation to a vole in the House
and failure of the Senale Agricul-

ture Committee to consider it at|

all make fairly certain that the

flexible system will get a trial this |

year on at least two crops—corn
and wheat,
Size of Supplies

Under this system, price guar-
antees to farmers are geared to
the size of supplies. The larger the
supplies, the lower supports may
be and vice versa. Advocates of
the system contend thal in times
of surpluses low supports would
discourage overproduction and en-
courage greater use, and that in
times of shortages high supports
would encourage greater produc-
tion and tend to limit consumption
until supplies catch dp with de-
mand.

Under the wartime program in
effect through last year, prices of
the so called basic crops—cotion,
corn, wheat, rice, peanuts and to-
bacco—were supported at a fixed
rale of 90 per cent of parity. Parity
fs a standard for measuring farm
prices declared by law to be [air
to farmers in relation to prices
they pay for goods and services
used in production and family liv-
ing.

The flexible program permits
supports to range between 821

‘Malicious’
Wooing Lands

Woman in Jail

CHICAGO » — A 52-year-old
woman Wednesday began a six-
month jail term for “malicious™
wooing.

Mrs. Alma Chenier Ferguson
was sued. by Mrs. Theresa M.
Pritchard, 42, for $50,000. Mrs.
Pritchard charged she alienated
the aflections of her former hus-
band, Roy B. Ferguson, 49.

Ferguson had divorced Mrs.
Priichard and married the 32-
vear-old woman.

A circuit court jury lermed Mrs,
Ferguson's wooing “‘malicions”
and awarded Mrs. Pritchard $25-
000,

The ruling stipulated that if
Mrs. Ferguson didn't pay the dam-
ages — which she didn't — she
must be jailed. Mre. Pritchard
must pay $3.50 a week for Mrs,
Ferguson's board while she is in
county jail.

The sliding scale is geared (o
the size of the supply of a parti-
cular crop and to the prospective
market demand.

Minimum Told \

The Agriculture Department re-
cently announced that the support
rate for this year's corn crop will
be not less than 87 per cent of
parity compared with %0 per cent
last yedr.

Here is how the department ar-
rived at this support rate:

In the first place it made an esti-
mate of the supply of corn which
will be on hand when this year's
crop is harvested. Using calcula-
tions of a recent report on farm-|
‘ers’ planting plans, the depart-
ment forecast corn production at
|3,140,000,000 bushels. A crop of
this size would be about 8 per cent
larger than last year's production
and about 3 per cent larger than
normal.

To get the total supply, the de-
partment also had to add stocks re-
maining from past crops. Those
stocks—much of which are stored
under government price support
programs—were estimated at B00
million bushels, as of the start of
the 1955 crop marketing vear.

Thus, the indicated crop of 3.-
140,000,000 bushels plus the esti-
mated 800 million bushel carryover
gave an indicated total supply of
3,940.000.000 bushels,

Next Step

The next siep in determining the
flexible support rate was to make
a forecast of market demands for
corn during the 1955 crop market-
ing year. Taking into account the
use of corn for livestock and poul-
try feed, - for industrial: purposes
and for seed during recent years,
and the size of the livestock popu-
lation on farms, the department

|estimated the domestic demand at

| 3.075,000,000 bushels,

Some corn moves into export
markets and consequently this out-
let had to be taken inlo consider-
alion. The department forecast at
3,190,000,000 bushels. Obviously an
indicated supply of 3.940,000,000
bushels would be far in excess of
anticipated needs. :

However, the farm law directed
that allowance be made for a re-
serve supply to protect the nation
against a possible shortage in event
of crop failure or other emergenc-
ies and to provide users with work-
ing stocks. The law said that in
determining price supports. farm-
ers should not -be penalized for
maintaining such a reserve sup-
ply.

The law said this reserve supply
ishould be equal, in the case of
corn, fo 15 per cent of the esti
mated requirements of the grain
for the year. Fifteen per cent of

the estimated requirements +of 3,.
190,000,000 bushels would give a!

figure of 478,000,000 bushels for the
reserve, .

The law directed that the esti-
mate of the actual needs and the
authorized reserve should be add-

Sliding Scale

It is at this point that the slid-
ing scale came into play in de-
terming the corn support rate at
87 per cent of parity. Obviously,
the indicaled supply of 3,940.000,-
000 bushels was considetably larg-
er than the “normal™  needs.

The law said that the price sup-
port rate could be reduced ane

| percentage point below 90 per cent

of parity for each two percentage
points, or fractions thereof, that
the indicaled total supply exceeded
the estimate of normal needs.

That is, a supply thal exceeded
normal needs by more than 2 per

cent but by not more than 4 per announced before the plantipg sea- |
cent would work out at & minimum |son, it is against the praclice of |

support rate of 89 per cent of

cent but by not more than & ‘per
cent would give a minimum rate of

{82 per cent, and s0o on until the

rate dropped to the legal minimum
of 82'% per cent of parity this year
and 75 per cent thereafter,
Larger Supply

As it was, this yvear's indicated

supply of 3.940,000,000 bushels was Set at the 90 per cent maximum, |
slightly more than 7 per cent larg- | The sliding scale allows a much |

the estimated normal |larger supply in the case of this|
| needs. Hence, a drop of three per-

er than

centage poinls in the corn rate
vas authorized—that is. taree
points less than the legal maxi-

ymum ol 9% per cent, or 87 per

cent.
There has been much ‘misuader-
standing about the sliding scale.

| The Agriculture Departmen: must

abide by it only as a-minimum
rate. “It has authority undar the
law to set the support rate ahove
the sliding scale minimum if it
s2es [it to do so.

Authors of #he law did not want
to tie the department to the »liding
sczle minimum because they ceuld
forecee the possibility that emer
gency  conditions might arise *hat
would make it advisable to encour-
age greater production of a given
crep even though large supphes
were already in existence.

date—which, in the case of corn,
will be next Oct. 1—the department
|could make increases in the pre-
|viously announced support rate,
| but not decreases, if those changes
{ warranted.

Slightly Abeve Normal

| For instance, suppose the crop
turned out this year to be only
13.@0,(01.0@ bushels instead of the
13.140,000,000 presenlly estimated.

| The total supply would be only 3|

iper cent above normal needs. The
'price support rate would have to
be increased to 89 per cent of
| parity.

However, once a support rate is

the department to go below that

|parity. Or, a supply that exceeded |Jevel regardless of changes in the!
'normal needs by more fhan 4 per

gupply and demand factors.

The support rate for what has
been announced at 82% per cent of
parity, the minimum level per-
mitted this year, because the total
supply is so much larger than the
| normal needs than it is in the case
| ol corn.

-
The support for cotton has been

{crop than for the others before
{price supports slart declining. No

[RENT A NEW
TRUCK

Move It Yourself
Ph. 26062

High at Ferry St
Rent A New Car
Ph. 4-145]

“It Costs No More to
Wear the Very Best!"

For the Boy and Girl in Your Life—
(hoose frem These Famous Brands

Offers Proof:

|

1
|

|

PARADE of VALUES

O MONEY DOWN-EASY (REDIT TERMS

Spring Accents In
Beautifully Cut
Colored Stones!

REG. 3.95 Jewel Boxes
With Gold Tooling

1.98

No Money Down, 25¢ Week

Have divided
upswing tray.

95

Each
Add te Your Account

Rhinestones, sparkling
colored stones in pink,

iced blue, other pastels.

Reg. 10.95 Pottery
Lazy Susan With
A Revolving Base

299

No Money Down, 25¢

Week. Pink and black
are very smartly com-
bined in four servers
and e dip bowl,

REG. 2.95 Nationally Advertised
INGRAHAM POCKET WATCH

A wonderful value from a
nationally known watch
moker. It is guaranteed,

accurate.

169

NO MONEY DOWN. 25¢ A WEEK

Charming Jewelry

by Famous Karu
Floral motif, I 95
soft pastels.

ADD TO YOUR ACCOUNT

ng. 9.95 Stainless
teel Bowl Set

Famous Voell-
rath bowls ln4 88
grad. Sizes. [ ]

No Money Down, 25¢ Week

Under Illinois law, a défendant : FOR BOYS FOR GIRLS
in a civil suit where the jury finds VERPLATED
malice may be sent to jail for a ® Arrow Shirts ® Princess Pat uEG 11.50 SILVE
ey, out by ,th; jury 10; By ‘Jor ad[er ® K. C. Boys' Wea' ® Youngland Dresses 15" ROUND SERVING
ment of a judgment. To do so, ; “ i N sps
however, the plaintiff must pay Johnston & Seciete : E;:‘r:‘ arn)::r";‘\‘-igk : .;:1;;::\13:“:31013 e TRAY, CHASED CENTER
the county $3.50 a week for the Boxed -AIpS- S Y RIS SOn .
defendant’s board in jail ox ® Days Cords @ Style Undies

After the divorce. the first Mrs. Chocolates @ Parker Jackets @ Sunny Tog Dresses REG.'12.95. 6 Imported
Ferguson took back her name by ® Trim Fit Hosiery ® Blossom Coats Stainless S_teel Steak
a former marriage, Pritchard. 1.25 o 5.00 @ Deluxe Shirts e Pandora Sweaters ‘ Knives

@ Carter's Underwear ® Lorotog Suits and Skirts : gngl;gst
f ifts uality
18 Portland Chamber ﬂl;nﬂ‘; ts You Are Alwiys Walcoma to Browse Around , No Money Down. 25¢ Week st\a':.n;;:q “Ff)lé v
Members Go to Alaska for your Tray hes handsome gadroon S ey ee
host

PORTLAND » — Eighteen 2y . 0‘:” Plenty of B border and chesed center.
members of the Portland Chamber Marshmallow Faster Eggs Free Pirkin ! At this very low price for
of Commerce left here Wednesday . ' ‘__ | : a" ll)en d imited ti Iy!
pight for thg chamber's annual SChaelef S Dﬂlg S|0[e i Tas imited time only!
Alaska business tour. o ' pen Mon. and Fri. gl

They flew to Fairbanks. From Q%e“ung:;lr_jé?s‘:-a.‘h:; ? :;:.\l. Nights 'til 9 P.M. c.wnm,.s::ormm; (I!-..\TER
there they will go to other coastal 135 N. Commercial 440 North Capite
cities and to the interior.
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'EVERYTHING REDUCED!

"Moving-Out”

LE!

Everything Reduced up to 50%
® NOTIONS

{

You'’d Have a

Headache, Too!

Save Yourself a Lot of

A Con;binuiion

Watle Iron and \
Sandwich Grill |

We Have to Move
® THREAD to Make Way for
® SCISSORS New Building. So,
. . : We're Offering You
New and Used Sewing Machines § ity P

changeable waffle
and sandwich grids to

47

maoke it versatile. Bakes o

\

.
3!

REG. 5.95 Electric
CORN POPPER
with a glass

it 299

No Money Down, 25¢ Week

Aluminum

REG. 3.95 Pie Server

3 hdﬂ"'f Ml" Monoy. Evoryi:hing double sized woffle. Can be Has Sterling Hondle
, for Your Sewing is going to be on . :'i“:".“fﬂ‘., l .66
Machine sale, ‘ No Money Down, 25¢ Week
To Each Customer
Any Make or Size so Drop In
SEE A DEMONSTRATION OF THE and take advantage
e Automatic of this “Moving- j THE WEST COAST'S LARGEST
PEAFF ;v £ CREDIT
Machine

! B . > 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. —
mnsyru.:.:ysms: o ch'h"::mc:s;n 9:30 a.m. 109 pum. 305 No. Liberty




