» arionetteers must treat their puppets as if they were

human beings—they must be in love with them."

This is the feeling of members of the Vittorio Podrecca

"“Piceali” show, one of the warld’s best-known marionette

companies which has its workshop in an old convent at

the Piozza Anastasio in Rome, ltaly. They build the

marionettes themselves of wood, plastic and other ma-

terials. Some of them look like famed actors such as

Maurice Chevalier, Greto Gaorbo, Charlie Chaplin and

Josephine Baker. Others are made to appear as people

of many eras and many countries. Or they represent ani-

mals and fish. The show is o huge undertaking. When the

company goes on tour it often travels with as many as

1,000 marionettes. The average program includes bits of

traditional ltalian folklore ond opera. In the 40 and more

years it has been in business, the company has put on

- : : some 20,000 performances in ltaly and other countries
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Grinning marionette, hanging from ropes, 1s worked on in
shop. Heads and other parts are on shelves in back.

Women are kept busy sewing all kinds of garments.

Producer Vittono Podrecca intently watches dressing of one of his mononettes. ‘Halhdressed moarionette is sprowled out on table.

Comedy scene involves occordionist, mon up 'amppost and magician.
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