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Has Spelling Improved?

The Statesman-KSLM Spelling Conteqt.
" mow underway in its preliminary stages in
84 Willamette Valley schools, has brought,
plaudits both from educators and non-edu-
cators the last few days, and_ also inspired
a query as to whether the previous four years
of the contest had brought noticeable im-
provement,

Perhaps the best answer is found in the
words which spelled down the runners-up
in the initial contest, in 1951, and in the
latest contest, in 1954. Here they are:

1951 1954
synonym fastidious
embarrassment nasturtium
sedative witticism
profession reprehensible
significant octogenarian
architect susceptible
academy propeller
vinegar erroneous
judicial kerosene
lieutenant fuchsia
assurance crystallize
boundary acquaintance
constant diaphragm

It would seem, on the basis of these words,
that considerably more expertness was de-
veloped in the four-year period. But actu-
ally, the contest was not designed to teach
the spelling just of the more difficult words.
In fact, it was not designed to teach any-
thing. It was designed solely to be helpful
in school spelling programs. Cooperative
principals and teachers have accepted it on
that basis—not as any interference whatever
in their curriculum but as a stimulus for it.
And the fact that last year's winner had to
spell much more difficult words than did the
winner four years ago is not half as import-
ant as the fact, if it is such, that more stu-
dents have been encouraged to have a better
groundwork in lots of words they will use
freguently all their lives. That was the hope
when the contest was started. ~

Incidentally, the impetus for the contest
now being widely copied in other areas—
has almost been forgotten. It was this: In
1950, Dr. T. C. Holey of Ohio, consultant to
the Oregon legislative interim committee on
education, reported his survey showed Ore-
gon schoo]l students were somewhat below
the national average in spelling ability.
That's what started things off. The contest
was planned for only one year. Now it is in
its fifth. What happens to it from now on
out is entirely up to the schools which it was
designed to aid.
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Pres. George Meany of the AFL urges the
government to “give the economy a shot in
the arm” by undertaking a huge school, hos-
pital and road construetion program. Yes, but
how many such shots does it take to make
the country a drug (inflation) addict?
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Rumors about General Motors got Wall
Street to churning on Monday. News later
came out that GMC would raise $325 million
through sale of new common stock. We
trust that it develops that “what’s good for
General Motors is good for the country.”

~

sive—that

§EF,
ff
:

i

That was not

i

:

is

Ll

punishment for

ii

gf
%5
gs

!
!

?
a
%

3
i

!
i

!

il

.

:
!
:

'ment of a “massive retaliation”
policy. Therq was no bluster about
it. Moscow and Peiping can be

reasonably
“rulers” of world communism will
be held responsible for future ag-

world communism.
The President,

Public Information

H

Warner, and the release was handled on a
personal basis ‘with neither Judge Warmer
nor the remainder of the court “retaining”
Short on any business basis.

With that in mind, what interests us is
not so much the manner in which the release
was handled as the fact that, even though
Warner was elected by his colleagues some
weeks before, such news of public interest
conducted by a public body still was not an-
nounced on a spot-news basis. Copies of
announcement of the election were prefaced
with a stipulation that it not be published
until several days later. The AP, UP and
INS rightfully disregarded the demand.

Our only criticism is that the news of the
choice of chief justice for the ensuing bi-
ennium was hot made public immediately
after the election was held,

L]

Safe-Teen Program

A woman justice of the peace in Beaver-
ton, Frances Cook, two years ago became
irked at what amounted to a blanket indict-
ment of all teen-age drivers. Unfair, she
said. So she evolved a program designed to
bring recognition to safe teen-age drivers as
well as to encourage them. It is called the
Safe-Teen Program, and is being studied by

tion.

The program appears a worthy one, It
involves membership by teen-agers but no
fees. It involves a check-up of their cars,
at no cost, as a pre-requisite. And it pro-
vides for membership cards and special
bumper strips, in school colors, for all par-

ticipants—also at no cost to them. An in- -

fraction of traffic rules brings a member’'s
suspension from the organization, from 30
to 90 days. Membership continuance is a
matter of pride.

Justice Cook apparently has evolved some-
thing which, with the cooperation of parents,
schools and courts, fnay bring fine results.

First Demo Senator in 16 Years

The wire services are having a hard time
desgribing Oregon's political scene as it ap-
plies to Sen. Richard Neuberger. He isn’t,
as they are prone to say, the first Democrat
to serve in the Senate from Oregon in 40
years, ' But he is the first Democrat to be
elected to the Senate from Oregon in 40
years.

George Chamberlain was the last elected
Democratic senator from Oregon. He was
elected 40 years ago and served six years—
so the last elected Democratic senator from
Oregon served until 34 years ago. But Al-
ifred Evan Reames, a ocrat, was appoint-
ed senator in 1938, to succeed the late Sen.
Frederick Steiwer. He was in office only a
few months, until the November election of
that year. ’

~

While the combined millage for 1954 tax
Jevies in Salem was 92.2 mills, but equalized
on a 50 per cent valuation basis, according
to the Bureau of Municipal Research, it was
60.8 mills, Other rates on this basis were:
Portland 65; Eugene 71.8. Medford at 53.2
and Pendleton at 57.8 were the lowest in
cities of over 10,000. Highest was Bend at
75.4 mills. The comparison simply goes to

show that residents in Oregon cities want the, _

same quantity and quality of municipal ser-
vices, or nearly so, so the range is not ex-
treme,

Eisenhower Paradoxically Tells U..S. ‘World
At Peace, But Peace Is Impossible Today’

aggression will be swift and deci-
never shall we buy
peace at the expense of honor or
faith—they will be powerfully de-
terred from launching a military
venture engulfing their own peo-
ples and many others in disaster.”

merely a restate-
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New Anti-Rabies Serum

If delayed Beyond that, double or
triple dosage is usually required.
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Work in getting the Capitol ready for the Legislature
several other communities for possible adop- Seems to be about as strenuous these days as the real thing...

Two painters

f'

between the

‘marks one o

new policy

nﬂeetbﬁomlp

have been laboring for the past coupla months,
»s painting the second floor corridor walls

house and_senate floors. So

far they've used 200 gallons of paint—which

{f the new legal whitewashing

jobs the Legislature will get <7 Due to a

this session of splitting up

county delegations Marion County's four

representatives will be barely within shout-

t ing distance of each
-

other in the House . ..

- -

And speaking of seating . . . Those who
couldn't help but nete that Sen. Neuberger

has been seated at the far RIGHT of the U. 8. Senate cham-

hl'o.o-

-

Snow jobs, usually saved for later in the session, have

already influenced the Oregon Legislature .

Eaton, member of the public

. . Rep. Orval
employes’ retirement interim

committee, had to mush through 12 inches of snow to get to

Salem from Astoria this week .

. . And Rep. Edward A.

Geary of Klamath Falls, House speaker-apparesnt, was al-
most a day late getting to Salem because of snow south of
Eugene . . . Marion County Rep. Bill Chadwick says no seats

on the floor of the House are

considered “choice.” He pre-

fers one near the rear of the chamber, he says, so he can see
what the others are doing without having to turn around . . .

-

- -

- Ellsworth Ricketts, a bridge engineer for the state hiway
commission, knows now the world doesn’t really want him to

go. Seems he had to make a

quick check the other day on a

work crew exploring the site for a new interstate bridge ever
the Columbia adjacent to the present Portland-Vancouver span.
He parked his car and walked out onte the bridge. He hooked
one leg over the rail and hollered down to the workmen below.
Since he was on the side that didn’t have a sidewalk and since
he wanted to keep out of traffic he leaned out pretty far....

_ Well, he completed his check and was walking back to
hi# car when a Vancouver police- car flagged him down.
He had to present his engineering credential before the

suspicious cops would let him

go. Seems a passing motorist

had seen Ricketls on the bridge and then had reported him

to police as a would-be suic

didn’t have suicide in mind at all.

ide . . . . Ricketts, of course,

Besides, most state em-

ployes are waiting to see what the Legislature does about

ime |i:

salary increases before they do anything drastic . .. .

From The
Statesman Files

by the U. S. attorney’s office

10 Years Ago
January 7, 1945

Nonchalantly knocking in, a
four-foot putt on the 18th green
at Los Angeles Sam Snead won
the 19th annual Los Angeles
Open tournament with a 72-hole
score of 283. It was a $1000 putt.

Tens of thousands of U, 8. sixth
army forces, accompanied ashore
by Gen. Douglas Mac ur,
landed along 15 miles of Lingayen
gulf coast on Luzon island from
an 800-ship convoy.

From Alhambra. Calif., came
word of the birth of a son, Law-
rence, to Mr. and Mrs. Prescolt
Keyes (Helen Engel). Grandpar-
ﬁ are the Adam Engels, Sa-

25 Years Ago

January 7, 1930

The 35-year-old William Dunbar
conspiracy and smuggling cases,
which commanded newspapér
front pages in Portland in 1898,
1894 and 1895, were unearthed
when a move was projected to

R L T S R SR
Bp'lnr p“n';gh
By D. C. WILLIAMS

1. What is wrong with this
sentence? “We are going abroad
the latter end of the year.”

collect $17000 in bail bonds
jumped in 1895 by Dunbar,

Japanese educators visited the
University of Oregon, where they
were welcomed by Dr. Arnold
Bennett Hall, president. While
here they conferred on interna-
tional and educational problems.

Dr. N. E. Irvine of Lebanon, was
appointed by Governor Norblad a
member of the State Board of
Health to succeed the late Dr.
Harold Bean of Portland.

40 Years Ago
Jan. 7, 1915

Mexican International railread
lines west of Nuevo Laredo were
torn up for a distance of several
miles by the Garranza troops to
prevent pursuit by the Villa army
from Monterey.

Mrs. "Edward Dillion of Los
Angeles, formerly Miss Franc
Newman was a guest at the home
of her mother. Mrs. Fred Tate.
Mrs. Dillion wrote many articles
for Moving Picture mazagines.

END

Arrow Shirts

ALEX JONES

The proposal
of the governors' fact-finding panel
for contract seitlements at a 7 %-
cent hourly wage
endorsed the Lum-

Thursday
bermen’s Industrial Relations
Commitiee's trustees.

April 1, 1956,
After the trustees meeting, J.
J. Greeley, LIRC chairman, said

lumber unions also have recom-
mended acceptance of the pro-

CITY ATTORNEY NAMED

CORVALLIS (®» — The new city
attorney here is LaVerne Johnson,
27, a 1952 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Oregon law school. He
succeeds Richard Mengler, who
became district judge.

i

(Continued mrom Page 1)

a fear in his address to the Con-

lems. He made an effective
point when he said that both
political parties are “on trial
before the American people.”

While the presidential mes-
sage contained no shock#f or sur-
prises, it was strictly in char-
acter. Mr. Eisenhower seeks to
serve the whole people as their
President. He welcomes support
from all: and surely he will
need such support both within
and outside of Congress. In the
vast complicated mechanism of
government now interlocked so
intimately with private finance
and business. and agriculture
and labor, mistakes of judgment
are costly, and confusion and
pointless dissension can wreck
havoc. On international levels
the margin of safety and secur-
ity is narrow; for wrong decis
ions can be costly in the 'ex-
treme. The President in his mes-
sage blows no trumpets sound-
ing a charge on all fronts, but
he does call for serious atten-
tion to our problems and a cau-
tious approach to their solu-
tion. There may be little of the
hercics in this; but there are
times when conserving our po-
sition and our gains is of great-
er importance than launching
new crusades.

The major problem for the
United States, and for other na-
%taus too, is to complete a tran-

on from the strain and dis-
order of world war. The read-
justment has only just begun.
To carry it forward without new
military involvement or econom-
ic chaos is a task which calls
for the exercise of the highest
statesmanship. President Eisen-
hower has shown an awareness

The universal prayer is that he
can supply the leadership to
achieve enduring progress to-
ward peace and prosperity at
home and abroad.

gress. He took note of the|
shift, but appealed im--ccmpern-l
tion to avoid the paralysis of |
indecision at a time when the|

country must face grave proh-lHea d Cana dian
. 9

of the magnitude of this task. !
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State of Union
Address Followed |
By Russ Retort

SEATTLE ® — Wedell Foss, 67,
colorful wa personality on

pany were his brothers, Henry and
Arthur Foss, who survive. He also
leaves his widow, Edith, and two
daughters.

Ike Submits

Nationalist
Defense Pact

WASHINGTON (UP) — Presi-
dent Eisenhower Thursday sub-
mitted for Senate approval the U,
S. Nationalist China mutual de-
fense treaty.

The treaty provides for joint de-
fense of Generalissimo  Chiang
Kai-shek’s island bastion of For-
mosa.

Mr. Eisenhower said in a mes-
age to the Senate that the agree-
ment is ‘‘designed to deter any
attempt by the Chinese Commu-
nist regime to bring its aggressive
military ambitions to bear against
the treaty area.” I

He said it is in line with simi-
lar treaties already concluded
with Japan, Korea, the Philippines
and Australia to reinforce a sys-
tem of collective security in the
Pacific area.

Ex-Governor to

U. S. Water Unit

* WASHINGTON (» Former
Gov. Len Jordan of Idaho gets
sworn in Friday as chairman of
the American section of the Inter-
national Joint Commission (1JC),
which has jurisdiction over United
States-Canadian boundary waters.

An 1JC spokesman said a cere-
mony is planned at the State De-
partment.

Jordan, whose term as governor
expired this week, will replace A.
O. Stanley in the $13500-a-year
position which has been wvacant
since early last year. o

His appointment by the Presi-
dent does not require approval of
the Senate. /

St. Peter’s in Rome is the world's
largest place of worship, says the
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Democratic
Washington state.

Cha‘nge in OC
Logging Road
Rules Sought

2

E

the Department of Interior to re-
study the regulations and rewrite

lumbermen have criticized
the regulations as being too com-
plicated and imposing too many
restrictions.

A. F. Hartung, president of the
CI0 Woodworkers, and Reginald
T. Titus, executive vice president
of the Western Forest Industries
Assn., opposed the move for revis-
ing the regulations. They said the
regulations are working well be-

cause they provide unimpaired
access and make possible com-

Sever and backed by Loran Stew-
art, Cottage Grove lumberman,

and George Spaur, state forester,
led the move for revision, assert-
ing that reasonable access still
would be provided.

The group re-elected Charles A.
Sprague, Salem publisher and for-
mer Oregon governor, as chair-

National Geographic Society.
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