Berlin Parley Shows Current Soviet Interest Is Asia

No U.S. Troops
Associated Press Writer
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U.S. STARTED

By J. M. ROBERTS JR.
AP News Analyst

IFTY-SIX years ago, Feb.|
15, 1898, the U.S.S. Maine

was destroyed in Havana

Harbor.

And thereby hangs one of
the most momentous tales of
history.

When people don't know
where they're going, orientation
is sometimes aided by a look
backward at where they've been.

Sporadically for years the
people of Cuba had been seek-
ing independence from Spain,
until finally a '
full - fledged
rebellion was
under way.
Many adven-
turous Amer-
fcans were
either fight-
ing with or
supplying the
insurgents.
The Spaniards
had resorted
to the most 2
brutal forms J. M. Roberts Jr.

-1

such a concerted effort was!

25, .ex-convict dishwasher cap-|

REMEMBER THE MAINEI-That slogan precipitated
United States planted her flag beyond continental borders for the first time and started
down the trail of destiny that led to her present pesition as a world power. The photo
shows how the battleship Maine looked the day affer it exploded, Feb. 15, 1898.
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robbers when she refused to

the House Appropriations Com- ©of all robberies in which arrests
mittee while testifying about the|Were made, 36.9 per cent of all »iye them the combination of a
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' Cost of Crime burglaries, and 52.6 per eent of|{hom byt was taken to the hospi-

Hoover declared crime costs|8ll auto thefts. tal. Police said the aged woman,
each family in the nation an Other categories of crimes dressed in rags, had $291,800 in
average of $495 a year. were rising too but, Hoover said, |bills of large denomination and
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e It was only 16 years between
August 1898 and August 1914,
but in those 16 years the United

States had beer. moving along

]

s|and a half years of World War
.|I the European belligerents
played first the game of enticing
American aid, and then of deny-

tc their opponents.”

America's position across the
:JAtlantic produced submarine
warfare, and submarine warfare
gave the wheel of destiny an-
other whirl

A World Power

American arms turned the
A{tide of a war in Europe, and she
became a great world power.
With the assumption of this
+|position came the burdens of re-
- |sponsibility. In another war of
foreign expansion it fell to

i|America to carry the burden
“ |both in Europe and in Asia.

this couniry info @ war with Spain. The

~f world leadership, h#s become
cne of the chief protagonists in
another war, a war being fought
by new bu* no less deadly meth-

- the desk. The photograph

|among youths. He said 7.8 per thirst of old timers. A half cen-|

that road of destiny. For twol|~

ing the benefits of her commerce|

Now she, through her position| |*

Reds' 'New Look’
Is About Ended

By WILLIAM L. RYAN
Assaciated Press News Analyst
THE Big Four conference in Berlin may well mark the
beginning of the end of that tantalizing “new look” of
Soviet relations with the outside world.

If the Russians operate true to form, before long there
should be another withdrawal into the shell. They did
because they had nothing to
1bargain about. They went there
in an attempt to persuade as
much of the outside world as
possible that they were willing
to bargain,
There is a
great differ-
ence,

It was a
foregone con-
clusion that
any proposal
offered by So-
viet Foreign
Minster
Molotovw
would have a
joker of some
kind in it. The
Russians put off the four power
meeting as long as they thought
they could and then, finally
agreeing to talk, plodded dog-
|gedly on to a new series of dead-
\locks. The only real thing to be
|gained by Moscow in all this
was more time.

What the Russians demon-

Irmt. go to Berlin te bargain

Hosiery
Tough Sock Problem

Men’s socks that refuse to !
wear out are causing furrowed|:
brows these days in the nation’s| §
billion dollar hosiery manufac-|%
turing business. 3

Last year the industry sold)’:
about 159 million dozen pairs| 8
of hose, ranging from women's
full-fashioned sheers and men's
argyls to teen-agers’ bobbysox
and infants’ anklets. This com-
|pared with nearly 165 million
dozen pairs in 1952—a decline
of 3.3 per cent.

Sales of men's socks showed|
the biggest drop—6.3 per cent,
according to the National|
Hosiery Manufacturers Assn.
There's a strong suspicion that
the decline was partly due to the
longer wearing qualities of cer-
tain_ newer types of nylon h059.|
While older types of socks g ateq quite clearly was this:
would, in the course of time,lryeir main interest at the pres-
develop holes at the toe and ..t time is Asia and this pre-
heel, the super-tough .nylon . ..nation will continue for
S;I.Cks seemed destined to outlast ... 4i 0 This means only one
the wearer. | s P 1
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| .
symb:;‘lism. .Th;. s:-:ll's ;:l gf::l:_};n s:ilg g::;c')rs . DN ire ot going to concede that
on e presidenti g

| Another innovation that shows much. Deadlock No. 1 was shap-
which stands just behind |a tremendous sales potential is P& UP. \
'the nylon stretch sock, which| Could thf‘_ Russians 05331; my
eliminates the problem of choos- r¢al concessions on Austria?
ing the correct size. It comes in| Unfortunately for that _httlo
a single size guaranteed to fit Ration, her present situation—
almost anybody. one of division among four oc.cu-
The result of all this, manu-|Pation powers—was more im-
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A NEW official photograph
(left) of President
Eisenhower has been se-
lected by the White House
te replace the one (above)
taken before his inacugure-
tion. This superb new cam-
era portrait is a character

was snapped in the White
House broadcast room on
Avug. 7 just before the Presi-
dent made a report te the

- portant now - for the Russians

ation on the Korean Ar. [facturers hope, should be a/Por B 1
n n e greater variety in Papa’s ward-|thanat any time in recent years.
mistice. |robe. The new stirrings of unrest in

the satellites, dramatized by
evidence of open revolt in East
Germany, made the Soviet mili-
tary communications line proe
vided by the Austrian occupa--
tion essential from Moscow's
point of view, Soviet conces-
sions on Austria would be wel-
come, but in the long run,
Deadlock No. 2 was shaping up.
Deadlock No. 3

The whole Red plan for ex-
pansion of Russian-dominated
Communism was based on the
Orient. The Chinese may have
a tiger by the tail, but they
won't be able to let go if Mos-
cow has anything to say about
it. There could be minor retreats
and jockeying for time and posi-
tion, but Oeadlock No. 3 was
pretty much a foregone con-
clusion.

Feints and gestures hinting at
the possibility of peace in the
East were to be expected.
Armed truce could be achieved
in Korea because at the moment
{it suited the Soviet Union to
|play safe and retreat. But world
{Communism would not lightly
|toss aside the situations it had
{built up for years—those inter-
{minable wars of attrition in
{Southeast Asia.

I was in Moscow at the time
the Russians were jockeying
about trying to avoid a Big Four
meeting. They would have liked
to put it off much longer, so they
could let the “new look”™ sink
in among the gullible abroad.

There was still an ace or two
up the Kremlin sieeve. It held
out an alluring prospect to
France that the cruel war in
Indochina, going into its eighth
year, might be ended. A long
look at the results of the Big
Four conference should convince
even the French that if the In-
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of repression. American inter-
ests were frequently touched.

There were other pressures be-
yond the irritation caused by
this, beyond the sympathies
aroused for the rebels. Incredi-
ble as it may sound today, there
had been heard even in the
halls of Congress, the argument
that American business could
use a nice war boom.

United States, 75 years before,
had proclaimed in the Monroe
Doctrine its stand against Euro-
but at the same time had prom-
ised not to interfere with Euro-
pean possessions already estab-
Lished.

But the Maine incident light-
ed the fuse.
Cuba was
Rico was captured Admiral
Dewey was sent out to get the
Spanish fleet in the Pacific and
wound up with the Philippines
as an unexpected prize at a cost

liberated. Puerto|i

of 20 men killed and

East and West.
Stumbled Toward Destiny
And she had stumbled onto

her path of destiny.
Until the summer of 1898

The . change in American
thinking brought about in 1898
catapulted her into world coun-
gils from which she had stood

Roosevelt toward the presi-
dency.

A few years later Teddy
Roosevelt was to send the Great

White Fleet first to Japan, and

ods, a war in which all of her
world prestige and all of her
economic muscle is needed. _

Fifty-six years from birth as
a world power to a climactic
fight for world superiority.

It would be idle to take the
premise that any of this stems
from the sinking of the Maine,
any more than World War 1
really stemmed from an assas-
sination ' Sarajevo. But Feb. 15,
1898, is a date in world history
across which the United States
stumbled toward its destiny.
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