Avalanche Toll
In Alps at 198

By RICHARD O'REGAN

VIENNA, Austria (#)—Man-killing avalanches thundering down
the Alpine slopes left a toll of 198 persons dead or missing Tuesday

night in three nations.

Austrian government officials feared many more were trapped
by the moving masses of snow, ice and boulders in the high Alps,
Thousands of tourists were stranded in ski resorts and an un-

& Cerbin . Sospac

In 1949 Congress passed a
law revising the program of gov-

ernment support of prices of

farm products. It substituted the | it would beblocked for another r;4

rigid formula of 80 per cent of
parity based on the 1008-1914
period to a flexible system of
guarantees ranging from 75 to
$0 per cent, depending on the
volume of production and carry-
over, and the base period was
changed to the preceding ten-
year period. This plan was de-
signed to provide some auto-
matie restraints on production
rather than the rigid marketing
quotas made Ilegal under the
old act. As supplies increased,
price supports would decrease.
Substituting the ten-vear period
replaced an ancient base for one
more nearly current, which
would be a moying base.

Congress never let this act go
into effect. It suspended it from
time to time, the latest prolong-
ing the old law through 1954.
Lacking new legislation, the
1949 act will go into effect next
year. Monday President Eisen-
hower proposed a revision of
the farm support program, but
in substance it follows the line
of a flexible rather than rigid
parity formula, and vests broad
discretionary power in the De-
partment of Agriculture for de-
termining the support figure
for a given crop in a given year.

Basic in his program is to lift,
legally at least, the present ac-
cumulation of farm products
from consideration in determin-
ing the procedure in the coming

vear. Of the six basic crops,
wheat, cotton, corn, tobacco,
rice, peanuts, rice would be

dropped from the list
(Continued on editorial page, 4)

Adm. Blandy, :
A-Bomb Test
Leader, Dies

4

told number of villages were cut
off with dwindling food reserves.
Austria concentrated on a great
rescue mission involving hundreds
of American, French and
soldiers.

55 Missing

Hardest hit was the Austrian
village of Blons, where it was es-
timated 55 of the 385 inhabitants
were missing after two massive
snowslides swept 23 hours into the
Lutz River.

Avalanches in 12 places cut the
Brenner Pass leading through the
Alps from Italy to Austria. Offi-
cials said tons of snow, trees, and

British |
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Sidney Boise New

Junior First Citizen

By VAN EISENHUT
Staff Writer, The Statesman

rocks slid into the highway and|

{24 hours. .
} The 36-hour toll in Austria was
51 persons dead and 121 missing. |
| Many predicted the disaster would
| be the worst in Austria’s history, |
| surpassing a similar catastrophe |
| three years ago which took 124
| lives.

18 Swiss Dead

| Switzerland counted 18 dead.i
| four missing, 12 injured seriously |
and more than 100 homeless. |

German rescue squads, working
(in the third day of a snowstorm
| which showed no signs of letting
 up, found four dead in the path |
'of #lides in the Bavarian Alps. |
One was a 6l-year-old woman
| killed in her farm house.
| Thousands of foreign tourisis are
stranded in snow-bound Austrian |
ski resorts. Some isolated villages |
| are running short on food. Hun-
dreds of farmers are being evacu- |
ated from their homes in danger
| areas.

Thawing weather is predicted in
areas of Austria where up to three
or four feet of new snow have
fallen within 24 hours. This may
| bring a new tragedy.

Quake Jars
!Large Area
In Californ_ia

BAKERSFIELD, Calif.
strong  earthquake,

m — A
which jarred

| cities more than 500 miles apart, |

rocked large sections of California |
Tuesday, snapping some power
and telephone lines and eracking
buildings.

) There were no reports of injur-
jes.

Caltech seismologisis at Pasa-|
dena said the quake, lasting more |
than a minute, began at 3:34:08 p. |
m., Pacific Standard Time, and |
was of 5.75 to 64 magnitude —

|
NEW YORK (® — Retired Adm. |
william H. P. Blandy, 63, who led
the first post-war atom bomb tests
at Bikini in 1946, died Tuesday.

He suffered a stroke Sunday and
later was placed in an oxygen
tent at St. Albans Naval Hospital

Blandy retired in 1950 after
three vears as commander in
chief of the Atlantic Fleet with
headquarters at Norfolk.

A keen student of naval
nery

gun-

took a fleet to Bikini. There he
watched the entire science of na-
val gunery as he knew it vanish
in the ugly mushroom of the atom
cloud.

Blandy reported after these tests
that radical redesign was needed
throughout the Navy, with em-
phasis on speed and dispersal as
defense against the A-bomb.

But he staunchly defended the
Navy, as such, and called it a
delusion to label the Navy obsolete
on the basis of the tests.

Astoria Listed |
As Disaster Area,
Hill Stationary

ASTORIA ™ — Astoria's sliding
hillside apparently remained sta-
tionary again Tuesday. No move-
ment was noticed as clear weather
continued.

Twenty-six houses were in the
slide area, and house movers got
cribbing under six of them, pre-|
paratory to moving them to other
locations.

Meanwhile, in Washington, Rep.
Norblad (R-Ore) said the Small
Business Administration has desig-
nated Astoria as a disaster area.

The designation follows Nor-
blad’s request of last week for an
investigation into slide conditions
in the city. It will permit owners |
of damaged homes to obtain low-|
interest government loans to re-|
build or repair their houses, the'
congressman said.

|

Animal Crackers

Bv WARREN COODRICH

*Okay, men, take five.'

and a man with a deep love |
for the stately batteship, Blandy|

|

|

a major quake. The University
of California seismograph at Berk-
eley recorded the quake for 15
minutes.

In Los Angeles, 120 miles south-

|east. plaster on some buildings |
cracked, as did walls on the 24th'
floor of the city hall tower.
{ It was felt at Indio and San Di-
{ego near the Mexican border and |
| more than 500 miles north at Sac- |
' ramento. Such beach cities as|
| Santa Barbara, badly damaged by
a quake in 1925, felt Tuesday's
shock, but reported no damage.

Blue Book

To Feature
New Format

|
|

Oregon’s new Blue Book, slated
for distribution later this month,
will be hardly recognizable when

| compared with the state’s bien-

nial reference work of previous
years, Secretary of State Earl T.
Newbry said Tuesday.

~ The new Blue Book, accord-
ing to Newbry, has been given a |
thorough face lifting and com-
plete reorganization of contents.

Delay in placing this year's
Blue Book in circulation has re-
sulted in considerable ecriticism,
the secretary of state said.

Newbry said the new book with
its professionally supervised lay-
out and its efficient department |
organization would more than off- |
set the time taken to prepare it.'l
Charles S. Politz, Portland layout |
designer, was commissioned by |
the secretary of state to prepare
this year's Blue Book.

Changes made in the Blue Book |
include complete departmentaliz-
ing, divider pages listing con-|
tents, page content heading at|
top of each page, picture montage
borders for the special section on
Oregon {eatures, individual |
sketches showing work of each !
board or commission for fast ref- !
erence, more illustrations and |
complete new road map of Ore-
gon. ;

Printing of the Blue Book will |
have used 6 tons of paper, 28
press runs of 15,000 impressions |
each, 60,000 impressions for the
covers and mope than 300 engrav-
ings.

There will be approximately
300 illustrations of which 111 are |
pen and ink sketches.

Politz said this year’s Blue
Book would set the pace for fu-
ture editions.

RHEE, GENERALS MEET

SEOUL & — President Syng-
his Army division .commanders
and top-ranking military leaders
in what the Defense Ministry

top-secret conference.

termed a

or below was the prospect.

 New England to Washington dur-

|haps and a freak sea tragedy

110 to 15 inches of snow. High|

man Rhee met Wednesday with |43

_Salem's junior first citizen for 1953, named at the Junior First |
izen banquet at the Marion Hotel Tuesday night, is Sidney A.

Boise, manager of the Huggins Insurance Agency. | 2

He was selected by a committee of five community leaders forl
outstanding participation during the past year in civic and religious

organizations. |l
° State Sen. Richard L. Neuber- |
Jet D]vcs Into ger, ohnd writer and Demo-
Long Beach

Homes, 7 Die

cratic leader,
" was principal
4 speaker for the

& banquet which

LONG BEACH. Calif. ® — An

Air Force jet fighter plane, trying |
to reach Long Beach Municipal |
Airport through a heavy overcast, |

§9* was attended by
Fan estimated
150 persons and
ssponsored by
the Salem Jun-
ior Chamber of
Commerce.
Two men won
Sidney Boise Key Man awards
crashed in a residential neighboer- | for outstanding contributions to
hood Tuesday, killing the pilot|the Junior Chamber during 1953,
and causing the deaths of six other | They were George Huggins and
persons. o  Blaine Cline. :
Four others were injured, two Boise, an Air Force veteran of |
so critically ‘that they were not|w,rid War II, is past president |
expected to live. ._'of both the Junior Chamber of |
Dead are Maj. Robert A. Blair| commerce and the Salem Ex-|
of Omaha, Neb.. the pilot, of the qpsnge Club. He was also cochair- |
738th Ferry Command: Mrs. Shir-| 0 of the general gifts division |
ley Roberts, 21; her son, Douglas| o¢ the 1953 Community Chest!|
18 months; Mrs. Shirley Ledbet- campaign. He has served on the |
ter, 25; Stephen Louis Shoup, 11; [, orq of directors of the Junior
Mrs. Grace Miller, 63; and Ernest| ~p. - vor and is presently a mem-
G. Bailey, 72, a spectator believed ber of the board of elders of the
lo haVe died Df a heal‘l 8ltatk. Fj“t Pl'esbyleriln Chumh-
Injured were Edward Ledbetter, Otto J. Wilson Jr., junior first
24, and his son, Edward Lynn, 4/ U - »
months, critically burned azd not | citizen for 1952, presented the
expected to live; Mrs. Nancy Kink, Plaque and trophy to Boise. 2
18. and her daughter, Sherry Lynn  (Additional details on page 2,
21, months, both suffering from Sec. 1.)
shock.
The speeding swept wing FB6, ®
Sabrejet plane sheared off the top|
of a fir Free in front of a mnva{f'Portland F]I'm
lescent home for the aged but did
not damage the house. Then it
ripped through the Roberts home | B q ]
farther down Raymond Avenue, uyS L a em
demolished it, and disintegrated
in a 200-foot roaring path of flame
as .it crashed 'mtogt&o homes in Store hases
Two business properties adjacent
to the T. A. Livesley Building at

the next block.

A fourth home was damaged by
fire, and firemen fought blazes in
several other buildings set by the

spreading jet fuel from the plane. |

poration of Portland which
rounced plans recently to erect
a block-long three story office and
store building on Ferry Street in
the same block.

Depending on negotiations with
lease holders whose businesses
are in the Liberty Street building
involved, the big half-block-size
building on the north side of Ferry
Street might be extended at the
Liberty Street end to include the
property up to the Livesley Bujld-
ing, it was stated by William H.
Hammond, Union Securities Co. ex-
ecutive in Salem and property
manager for the C. L.. Corporation.

The other building involved in
the Tuesday lease is occupied by

Snowstorm in
East Subsides,
Death Toll 72

NEW YORK # — The North-!
east's worst snowstorm in five
yvears swirled out to sea Tues-
day, leaving the great coastal cit-
ies gasping in a deep freeze. Zero

At least 72 persons died from

ing the storm — most of them of
heart attacks as they fought man-
killing drifts afoot or with shov-
els. Auto accidents, sledding mis-

the Livesley building on State
Street. No immediate changes are
planned for this business use, said
Hammond.

Both the properties were taken
The storm, which struck Sun-|under 60-year leases by the gor-

day, moved 0a early Tuesdsy aft | poration from the owners, Mr. and

er strangling the Northeast wilhig;:i \tli:i?: O. White and. Mrs.

Tenants in the Liberty Street pro-
 perty are Raymond G. Warren
jewelry store; Scellers, Foley &
Rising insurance office ard Lue's
Barber Shop.

claimed others.

winds whiplashed it into stubborn
drifts,

The big cities of New York, Phil-
adelphia and Boston suffered the
most, as transportation, business
and traffic reeled beneath the buf-
feting.

New York was digging itself out
municipal transportation back to
from under 10 inches of snow, its
near normal but private automeo-
biles by the thousands marooned
in snowbanks along curbings.

Aretic Front
N earing Area

Weathermen were keeping a
wary eye Tuesday night on an :
arctic cold front in Northern|Ment and growth of any section
Idaho and Northeastern Washing-| Il our country.

Pearl Foresees
 Growth of Area

| PORTLAND & — William A,
Pearl, newly appainted Bonneville
Power administrator, said Tuesday
that population in the Pacific
| Northwest could be doubled in the
next 25 years.

Speaking at the 32nd anniversary
banguet of the Oregon Building
Congress, Pearl said, “The North-
west affords probably the greatest

the Spa Restuarant, just west of |

New Hospi

|

E;_

G

man photo.)

tal Prepares for Public Inspection

<3N

etting ready for first public inspection of the new Salem General Hospital building Thursday, these
citizens look over a newest-type incubator for premature babies, one of two such incubaters present-
ed to the hospital by Salem’s Altrusa Club Tuesday. Demonstrating how it works, with a doll inside,
is Miss Lillian McDonald, hospital superintendent. Looking on fleﬂ to right) are hospital board chair- rovanue of 2 million dollars, .
man Milton L. Meyers, Mrs. E. Alexander Tueski and Mrs. Lois Keeney, Altrusa president. (States- capitalized at 117 million.

Stockholders

ToVoteonPlan
?iFor Exchange

ALBANY, Ore. (P -Proposc
mergger of the Mountain State
' Power Co. with the Pacific Powc
| and Light Co. was announced he!
Tuesday.

Z. E. Merrill, chairman of ib
board of Mountain States, am
Paul B. McKee, president of PP&L
|said the merger plans will b
Isubrnitted to stockholders of bot
firms in the near future.
| Plans call for the merger to b
i accomplished by a stock exchang
| —nine shares of PP&L commo:
stocks for each 10 shares of Moun
tain States common stock, and on:
share of PP&L preferred stock fo
two shares of Mountain State
preferred.

Subject to Approval

| TWhe merger would be subject !

approval by the Federal Powe

Commission and the public utilitie
agencies in each of the states In
which the two firms operate.

In a joint statement Merrill and
McKee said: ''Consolidation of the
two operations would greatly
strengthen the ability of the two
companies to meet the present
and future power requirements of
customers and support the devel
opment of the region.”

Neo Major Changes

Both cen said that no major
changes in personnel were contem-
plated. A, W. Trimble, president
of Mountain States, said Albany
would be a major division head-
quarters of the new firm which
will retain the name of Pacifir
| Power and Light.

PP&L, which reported an annu.

-~ Ann

City Editor, T

Salem’s newest annexation pol

otherwise in the near future woul

GOP Senators
Wary of Ike’s

éFarm Program

WASHINGTON ® — Grave|
doubts about President Eisenhow-

er's 1954 farm program were ex-
|press.ed at a conference of Re-
| publican senators Tuesday as Sen.
| Knowland (R-Calif), Senate GOP
| leader, spoke openly of a possible
compromise.

With many Democrats and some
Republicans ranged in opposition,
the fate of the President's long-
awaited farm plan appeared in
serious jeopardy.
| However, Knowland predicted
| Congress will enact most of Eisen-
hower's major recommendations. |
| The heaviest critical fire cen-
tered on the President’'s call for|

a gradual shift from the war-born |
gystem of mandatory high-level
federal price supports for most
| major crops to a flexible program
of high props in time of scarcity
and lower supports when surplus-
es pile up.

Some critics contend this would
reduce financial help to farmers
! at the time they need it most —
when prices are low.

Chairman Millikin (R-Colo) said
the first 1954 conference of all|
| GOP senators, meetling behind
| closed doors, “did not feel happy
| about the general farm situation™ |

opportunity for industrial develop- in the light of Eisenhower's farm | in

| message to Congress Monday.

| Millikin declined to elaborate |

ton which could be drawn into
this area today bringing cold
temperatures and snow. i

But weathermen said it was a
fifty-fifty chance the cold front |
would hit here. .

Tuesday's weather again fea-
tured blue skies and sunshine.
The thermometer dipped to a low
of 27 degrees at 3 a.m., about 7
am. and again at mid-evening. |
High for the day was 45.

More than 500 additional votes
on Salem’s one-way traffic grid
arrived at The Statesman office
I'l‘nudu to make the total count
' 1041 to 764 against it

| Percentagewise, of the 1805
| votes thus far, 57.6 opposed the
| grid. The previous day the per-

THE WEATHER

Salem Yor M TR | centage was 574, the opponents
Portland ... .44 an 00 |thus gaining slightly.
e apiancisco 37 4% 43 | Of the 507 votes tallied Tues-
New .ri""::"_..nu B day, 206 (including 53 residing
Dursen Mear e ol Bt pae | Sown Salem!; mvgtc:d to abolish
1y 'r&”mammud m-ltp:i grid: 211 th(‘mclsud‘i:hg nﬁm
today. today near | giding more n e from
low L -

B Nt T B an. | Salem) voted to retain it.
grees. The Statesman's scoreboard
Stase Sht O e P o Best. M Ser all Ballots looked like this
This Year Last Year Normal R

n 17.31 2065 | last might:

Over 506 Votes
To One-Way Grid Poll

Added

|  Vote to Retain Vote to Abolish |
In.5mi.Out. Smi. [In.Smi. Out. Smi. |
L34 ] BS 40 201

‘ The Statesman continues to—
day to publish' sample brief |
comments accompanying the
ballots, but in the meantime
some voters on. both sides have |
written constructive criticism |
at censiderable length. These
are being forwarded to Salem
City Hall, but with all signa-
tures and identifying marks de-
| in line with The States-
| man's promisé' that names of
| voters would not be made pub-

Brief comments accompany-|
| ing Tuesday’'s votes, as well as|
a ballot, are on Page 5, Sec. 1
| today. Voting will end at mid-

By ROBERT E.

- Oners Of?er 'Izlew ‘ﬁunter Found

GANGWARE
he Statesman

icy study reached Salem Planning

State and Liberty Streets were | and Zoning Commission Tuesday night with a committee recommen-
|leased Tuesday by the C. L. Cor-| dation that sewer and water service for new areas be financed by
an- | the city at large, not by special assessment against annexed areas.

Funds for this purpose and for water supply increases needed

d come from a raise of the city's
sewer service other sewer and
water rates, high enough to pro-
duce an estimated $100,000 a
year.

The committee report as it now
stands will be studied and poss-

| ibly revised by the planning com-

mission, then will be submitted
to the City Council which re-
quested the annexation study
several months ago. City Mana-

ger J. L. Franzen heads the com- |
mittee which includes Robert K.'

Powell,
City

planning commissioner,

Preliminary Report

In its preliminary report to the
planning commission at City Hall |
| Tuesday

night the committee
stressed Salem's long-standing
precedent of providing sewer and
water services—the biggest costs
in servicing an annexed area—at
the general expense. Because of
this, states the report, “it is not
realistic now to require new areas
to provide water and sewers at
their own expense.”

The commitiee said it would
recommend a ‘“pay-as-we-go" fi-
nancing by increasing funds avail-

| able for sewer and water service

without resorting to special levies

|or bond issues except for large

capital improvements. It was
noted that water department
rates today are based largely on
the 1916 schedule of rates.
Increases Suggested

Extent of the water and sewer
rate increase is to be threshed
out by the commitiee and the
commission, but committee mem-
bers indicated they had in mind

| rate increases all along the line

of residentia] and commercial us-
ers.

The committee said its study
dicates new annexations are

| necessary to normal growth of

the city and desirable from the
standpoint of providing land for
first class residential develop-
ment. But the city should not ac-
cept all annexafion proposals
“without thorough study of the

additional burdens being thrust |

on the taxpayers,” 'the committee
report said.

FRENCH ASSEMBLY ELECTS

PARIS ® — Socialist Andre le
Trouer, one-armed Paris lawyer,
Tuesday night was elected presi-
dent of the French National As-
sembly on the third round of bal-
loting.

Today’s Statesman

SECTION 1
School Board news . ....... |2
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Society, women's . _.__.... 6,7
SECTION 2
Sports _ | ... . ....... 1, 2
a7 e e T, 3
B TV o ot-sinaveipoeess 3
Valleynews .. _.......... 4
Classified ads _........._. 6 7

| night Friday.

Engineer J. H. Davis and |
City Water Manager John Geren. '

. Mountain States reported annu:

—,revenues of 15% million and .
| capitalizalion of 44 million.

Mountain States, with headquari

ers in Albany, Ore., operates in

the upper Wilamette Valley, in-

cluding the Salem and Eugene

exation Policy Guilty inGun o st i

P Coos Bay, and in sections of
PP&L operates in Northern and
f : Central Oregon and in Southern
{ Lyle Gordon Hadley, 3345 Had- | Washington.
ley Dr., was found guilty in Mar- A Stock Listed _
jon County District Court Tues- Mountain States lists 1,250,000
day on a charge of negligent shares of common and 73,000 of 3
wounding of a fellow hunter. per cent preferred stock outstand-
This is believed to be the first "8 Market quetation for common
case of its kind in the state since | $10ck Tuesday was $17.50. PP&L
the law was enacted in 1951, listed the value of its common
amending a 1949 legislative rul- Stock at $14,657,000 and its pre-
ing. ferred stock at $9,003,600 in 1952
Hadley was charged in connec- _PP&L' which serves 151,000 tu
tion with the wounding of Don- 1'fdmyaf”51°mm- owns Merwin
ald A. Torgeson, 3350 Hadley 2nd Yale Dams on the Lewis
Dr.. while bith were on a hunt- River in Washington and thre

: : steam generating plants.
ing trip last Oct. 34. Torgeson 3 :
was not seriously injured. Mountain States, serving 110,000

Marion County District Judgm%’i‘&?eﬁ'r&m‘:ﬁu nﬂlam in t&“‘
Val D. Sloper said Tuesday that |, Iworr‘leﬂ s wrat‘o;s _lppt;:ﬂ;)'_\
conviction on this charge carries ;o ° peraty In a
2 mandatory revocation of the s
also carry a six months jail sen-
tence or $500 fine, or both.

The trial lasted
hours Tuesday and the jury was

man’s hunting license for a pe-
Sentencing is to bhe continued in
out about 45 minutes.

riod of 10 years. The charge may
Judge Sloper's court. bt

v e Witness Held

‘ TORONTO (&) — Torontis po-

lice announced early Wednes-
day they had picked up Donald
Ritchie, fugitive “key witness”
in the Reuther shooting ecase,
in Preston, Ont.

The police announcement
gave no details. Ritchie's com-
mon-law wife, Betty White, had
been arrested Tuesday night in
Preston, 50 miles west of Tor-
onto. She told police that Rit-
chie planned to surrender after
contacting his attorney.

SP to Construct
Clackamas Bridge

OREGON CITY » — The South-
ern - Pacific Railroad announced
. : plans Tuesday for a $300,000 con-
tracks and tripped a switch. The g uction project in Clackamas
following third and fourth cars  County.
were thus sent down the Wrong . ... pridge across the Clack-
track and jumped the rails. amas River and elimination of four

The body of one car was ., o5 on the main line track are
knocked off its wheels and nosed planned. L. P. Hopkins, SP 8
over on the ground. Crews were piendent at Portland, said he did
still working early this morning pot know when construction would
to get it back on the tracks. The  get underway.

other car was righted soon after
.
Daily Speller

the accident.
Fall From Car S T T B
list of 1000 which will form the

lll]lll’(‘ﬁ “ oman basis for semi-final and final orzl

competition in The Statesman-
KSLM Mid-Valley Spelling Con-

Tw; Freight
Cars Derailed

Two Southern Pacific freight
cars were derailed Tuesday night
in the yards near 14th and Hines
streets, but no one was injured
and dama to the cars was
| minor, a ratleroad spokesman said.

The accident occurred about
8:30 p.m. a8 40 freight cars taken
off the Eugene to Portland train
were being pushed by a switch
engine intd the yards.

A connegting rod to a brake
shoe on one of the cars became
disconnected, dragged along the

Jerris Ave.. suffered a head in-| test for 1954, in which 83 schools

jury early this morning when she

o e d_.cardnvenbyhd'lm’",mm

e Stasts. who was knocked| [€legram  presume

et rabe Vo Sate | coffee | aphere

| Niernorial. Hospital by city first| Suitable disagree

aidmen. Extent of her injuries difficulty conxtqnt

| was not immediately known. | excitement benefit
Staats said m":‘ ﬂm:"'ﬂl‘f’: considerationauriliary

completely ’ 7 zebra chemistry

T Th midhap o0 shortly| astomish  wholesale

after midnight. occurred utilizf




