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You couldn't tell Henry Holaun above or Monitor that ihe divin-

ing rod is "witchcraft" He has complete faith in this forked sUck

to find water if there is water. And he's backed up by Rudolph
Stadeli, Silverton well-drille-r who claims that Holman has "almost
never failed' to find a good well. (Statesman Farm Photo.)

Truth or Bunk ?

Water-finder-s' 'Divining Rod'

Dates Back to 17th Century

verton, is chairman of banquet
arrangements.

Karl Wipper, Turner, will take ;

charge of plans for a meat cut--.
ting demonstration, and Charles
A. Evans, Independence, is ar-

ranging the financing.
Also aiding in the convention j

plans are Kurt Lamb, Monmouth; j

Glen Martin, McCoy, and Eric
Fisher and Nat Etezel, Canby.

The convention is open to all ;

stockmen in the 13 western Ore-go- n

Counties.

oner saying, 'Oh, Judge, No, only
30 days? I was hoping you'd give
me a year.' "

And now that the Christmas
season is upon us let's take
time out to see some of the sights
really worth seeing. Have you
driven over to Silverton to the
casi udi street nome oi Mr.ana
Mrs. George Anderson? Hun-
dreds of people have already this '

year. The hillside garden is alive
with Christmas lights and mov--!
ing figures. Last year thousands
of people drove by and stopped,
as well, to see the Christmas
scenes depicted in light That
was during the brown-ou- t when
most folk didn't have Christmas
lights. But the Andersons had
their own motors generating the
power for the lights and figures.
There's a sign eut near the side-
walk that says "Visitors Wel-
come" and there's a book for
registering right inside the gar-
den. It's even fun to look over
the registry they come from
all over.

This Christmas lighting has
been a hobby of George's for
some years and each year
something new is added . . . No,
it's free.

Then you might drive out on
the Dallas road and view the
home of Mrs. B. O. Schucking.
It's one of the prettiest sights
I've seen. That's twice I've view-
ed it ths year and I know I
can't rest another . . . Beauti-
ful lighting of homes and gar-
dens is springing up all around
us now, but not many are so elab-
orate as these two.

Foreign born people were about
13.4 per cent of the U.S. popula-
tion in 1900 but only 6.7 per cent
of the population in 1950.
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By FARMER'S WIFE
Dusk and darkness falls early
far too early this time of

the year. And at the Christmas
season there s much to be done
after the lights are on.

Speaking about when the
lights are on makes oae recall
the time when all the lamp
chimneys had to be polished
extra good for Christmas. Pol-
ishing lamp chimneys and
in our house polishing meant
POLISHING; those glass chim-
neys had to shine was done
every Saturday afternoon with
all the bedroom lamps lined up
on the lamp shelf and the
globes from the dining room
and living room hanging lamps
set along side of them. It was
quite a chore, but it was ra-

ther fun, too, after they were
all done, to look them over and
not see a single smudge. How-
ever, it's a fun one can easily
forego for the much better
lights we have now.

One thought leads to another,
and the other in this case, was
our niece at Corvallis where
she's a sophomore.

"What'd you do today? we
asked recently.

"Well, believe it or not j
looked for the brain in a fish-worm- ,"

was the answer, with a
disgusted, "And right before
lunch, too. What good would it
do us if we found a brain in a
fish worm?"

We didn't go into that. In
stead we went on to think of a
news release we had from the
state college.

Why a fish in a large group
consumes less oxygen than the
same-siz- e fish in a smaller group
will be investigated this year by
Dr. Austin Pritchard, zoologist,
the release said.

We go on to learn that in ear-
lier work, Dr. Pritchard found
that tuna baitfish in groups of
70 to 80 consume less oxygen
per unit weight than fish' in
groups of 20 to 30, and "while
that finding has been noted ear-
lier in other fishes, the OSC zo-

ologist hopes to learn new in-

formation about the strange
phenomenon."

The work is supported by a
research grant-in-ai- d from the
OSC Graduate School.

It all seems sort of odd to
those of us with unscientific in-
clinations. But it's from just
such things that advances are
made - the fish study, we un-
derstand, has something to do
with the study of metabolisms . .
but the brains of a fishworm?
Well, it could be

The L'SDA economists are
telling us that the farmer's
share of the consumer's dollar
this year will amount to 45
cents 2 cents less than in
1952 and the lowest since 1941.
What we women are paying
for now isn't the thing as it
comes from the farmer, it's the

product as it comes from the
distributor scrubbed, mix-
ed, precooked, colored and

wrapped in fancy packages.
And it seems it's the way we
want it. Store keepers tell us
that the women reach for the
"pretty package almost every
time.

Was chatting a bit a brief time
ago with Malno Reichert in Dall-
as-. She says she's envying the
Marion County prisoners who
will be moved this coming year
from the pen to the pent house.
Says she: "They are going to
have thp best living accomoda-
tions in Salem. Downtown, and
on the top floor of the new Mar-
ion County court house. In fact,
the pent house jail takes all the
top floor with all the view win-
dows, and the county offices
have the windows that look out
on other buildings . . . that's
what you call planning!' She
adds: "I can imagine some pris--
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Be Paid for
Tree Planting

You can plant your own little
forest on your farm and get paid
for doing it Not big pay, but
$15 an acre. That's a figure said
to be about half the cost of plant
ing if the work is done on a hire-basi- s.

That's what Ben A. Newell,
Marion County agent, told this
week in speaking of some of the
new conservation practices ap
proved by the Marion County
ACP committee.

The trees don't really, have to
be planted with idea of reforesta-
tion, either. The committee ap-

proved those planted for wind-breake- rs,

fence post or Christmas
Tree production.

There are two common situa
tions in western Oregon where
tree planting can go a long way
in building up the value of the
farm, Newell points out The first
of these is the logged-ove- r area.
Some older logged areas have not
restocked themselves satisfactor
ily even after 10 or 15 years.
Where old loggings have not re
stocked, or where new loggings
do not promise to reseed promp-iy-,

tree planting is being strongly
recommended.
Forester Will Help

The farm forester who serves
the county will visit farms with
out charge and will advise if a
logged area would benefit from
planting. In some places tree
planting is very important to
beat the brush" after a logging,

because if the fast growing brush
gains possession of the land it
may be practically worthless for

generation or more.
The second situation in western

Oregon where tree planting is
especially recommended, applies
to old fields and fern areas, where
scattered tree and groups of trees
established themselves years ago,
many openings have persisted.
These openings are detrimental to
the whole forest and could well
be interplanted to "thicken" the
orest land

Non-stocke- d forest land now
worth no more than $10 per acre
could well have a value of $50
per acre in 20 years if success
fully planted. An active person
can usually put in 500 or more
trees per day. The work is best
done in the winter or early spring
seasons, times when labor is usu
ally most available.
Brush Removal Paid For

If the planting area is ob
structed by scrubby brush which
needs to be cleared or killed be--
ore planting, there is an addi

tional conservation payment for
this practice. It is not to exceed
$10 per acre. The committee usu-
ally requires that the farm forest
er serving the county give his ap-
proval if brush removal is con
templated.

There is also a conservation
payment for fencing a windbreak
or woodland which may go as
high as 75 cents per rod of barbed
wire, or $1.10 per rod d woven
wire fence. This practice can be
extremely helpful in eastern Ore-
gon counties where windbreaks
require fencing to protect them
prom stock and chickens. Tree
windbreaks are a great asset in
both the irrigated and dryland
farming areas of eastern Oregon.
The ACP fencing payment wUl
go a long way toward paying for
the fence that should be placed
around the windbreak. The coun-
ty ACP office or the county
agent's office will help to arrange
inspection by the forester where
this is. needed.
estersptoed'CL!z;e,n

Milk Hearing
Expected to '

Draw Crowd
Dairymen are watching with

interest the attack on the con
stitutionality of Oregon's milk
control act which is being carried
on by Elmer Deetz, Canby dairy
man, under fire for selling natur
al milk m gallon jugs at bis farm.

Deetz is scheduled to appear in
Oregon City circuit court Dec 21
to answer an injunction suit
brought by the state milk market
ing administration, which accuses
him of selling milk in violation of
the control regulations.

Norman L. Easley, Portland at
torney will be his counsel. In a
statement Easley says:

"Attempting to regulate the pri
vate enterprise of Mr. Deetz con
ducted on his own property
through customers willing a pay
a mutually agreeable price is an
unauthorized exercise of the po
lice power of the state and as
such unconstitutional.

"We will show that the milk
marketing act unreasonably and
annecessarily interferes with and
restricts Mr. Deetz's constitution
al right to carry on his business
at prices suitable to himself and
his consumers."

In discussing his failure to per-
mit inspectors on the property.
Deetz recently remarked, "That
would make me a Grade A dairy
and that would mean more regu-
lations. They tell me they'll pla-
card my milk as being unfit for
human consumption. So what?
How do I know what the' people
do with the milk after they come
here and get it? That's their busi-
ness, I dont advertise Grade A
milk. I don't advertise at alL It
hasn't been necessary. A lot of
folk just come to the ranch to

At the recent meeting of the
Nut Growers Society of Oregon
ind Washington held at Multnomah
Hotel in Portland, we were rath
er interested in a report by Ru-
dolph Schadd of Newberg. He
said the mechanical harvesters
have caused some reduction in
quality of filberts. Then he went
on to blame much of this on care-
less hulling and on not getting the
nuts picked up in time.

It sort of set us to thinking.
When we so from hand to ma
chinery farming we get the idea
that the machine should do every-
thing perfectly, and sort of for-
get that unless we run that ma-

chine right at the right time it
might fail us.

Growers should have been hap
py to hear him blame lack of
sunshine for the immaturity that
is causing the shrivel of kernels
in walnuts. That at least is some-
thing they were not to blame for.

But the nut growers took rath-
er a beating the whole way
around this year, and the feeling
that they realized it was certain-
ly present in the Portland meet-
ing.

Some 'of these legislature ap-

provals, we gather, are almost
like a father approving a young-
ster's purchase of an automobile
without giving him any where- -

with-a- ll for buying it
The 1953 legislature adopted a

program to eradicate ragweed in
Oregon, but made no appropria-
tion, department of agriculture
officials report. The state emer-
gency board also has refused to
approve an appropriation, we
hear.

"There's just a lot more rag-

weed in Oregon than the 1953
legislature suspected," E. L. Pet-
erson, state director of agricul-
ture, said as he hoped that none
of the legislature members would
get hayfever or did he? Frank
McKennon, chief of the plant in-

dustry division of the OSDA, says
the weed has been found in
Clackamas County, in Umatilla,
Multnomah, Marion, Columbia
and Douglas counties.

Makes us a little bit worried
about the real estate men. That
was one thing they used to brag
about when the wrote prospective
eastern land buyers: Just no hay
fever weed in Oregon!

A winter wheat fertilizer trial
has been placed on the Dale Pons-for- d

farm in the Buena Vista sec
tion across the bridge in Polk
County.

A series of 13 different plots
has been replicated three times
to test various types of fertilizers
on fall wheat on Melbourne clay
oam soil.

Fertilizer trials include small
applications of nitrogen on some
of the plots, plus application of
phosphate in two different rates
40 and 80 pounds of actual phos
phate per acre, during fall.

A second application of nitro
gen will be made on some of the
plots next spring, and other plots
wiU receive their only applica-
tion of nitrogen next spring. Ni-
trogen rates being used in the
spring will vary from 30 to 90
pounds of actual nitrogen per
acre. The trials are designed to
determine the relative increased
production in the various com-
binations. They will be observed
in a field day to be arranged in
spring by N. John Hansen, Polk
County extension agent

We had a look at the trials on
the Charles Dear farm recently.
He .also had fertilizer trials on
his ranch near Independence.
These dealt chiefly with alta fes-
cue and subclover. With the ex-

cellent growing conditions this
fall, there was a definite res-
ponse from nitrogen showing up
in the fertilizer trials with the
higher rates showing more growth
at tins time. A small increase in
growth on the part of the sub-clov- er

where phosphate was ap
plied, was aiso noted.

The trials on Charlie's farm.
will be harvested on a clipping
basis. He has fenced in the area
in order, that there will be no
grazing on the trials and all of
the forage will be harvested by
clipping method in order to get
the yield actually produced by
me5e lenuizers.

Two filbert trees sent to Ha
waii in a "trees across the sea"
gesture of goodwill by the Port- -
lana Chamber of Commerce are
still struggling along after three
years, but are barely holding
their own, according to John
Cross, Oregon State College" grad
uate, now manager of Castle and
Cooke's macadamia nut planta-
tion at Hilo, Hawaii
, The filbert trees were planted

in the company's museum orch-
ard, which also includes apples,
prunes and peaches.

No sooner had the little trees
been planted with proier cere
mony including the aid of a Ha
waiian beauty queen, than the
Island gods thundered their dis-
approval. The earth shook, the
night grew livid - and Moana Loa
spit fire and molten lava. How-
ever, the trees survived barely
ai a monument to Portland-H-a
waii good will

The macadamia plantation has

get it So far as I know may be
they are buying it for their cats."

Even Mr. Deetz's enemies have
little criticism tc make of the
sanitary conditions of his milking
barns and milk house.

Oregon City is reported as get
ting ready for a gala dairy day at
the time of the hearing Monday,
grown to 1,000 acres and 70,000

rainfall, the trees produce a nut
said to taste like a cross between
a cashew and an Oregon Filbert,
only much larger.

OSC Designs
Self --Feeder
To Cut Costs

A low-cos- t self-feed-er silo is
cutting out $10 a month labor for
"forking" silage to 60 head of
cattle at Oregon State College and
can be built for as little as one-four-th

the cost of upright silos
with comparable capacity of 300
ton.

Designed by Joe B. Johnson,
OSC animal husbandman, and L.
W. Bonnicksen, agricultural en-
gineer, the pole-fram- e construct-
ed silo is simply a covered shed
70 by 21 feet, 19 feet high and
open at the ends.

In a recent meeting Johnson
attended at Salem he said that
making use of the trench silo
principal for easy unloading and
packing, the silage is trucked in
through the open ends and dump-
ed on the concrete slab floor.

It is distributed by a tractor
blade to a height of eight or nine
feet. This permits clearence be-
tween the top of the stack and
the roof for the tractor to work
back and forth in packing the
silage.

When the packing is completed,
the tractor is driven off the stack
onto a truck bed through use of
loading planks and then moved
to an embankment or ramp for
unloading.

As the silo is filled, the open
ends are blocked off with mov-
able feed racks 21 feet long that
will handle 12 animals at a time.
The cattle press forward moving
the rack ahead of them into the
silo. Net result the cattle eat
their way through the silo and
nobody lifts a fork.

Johnson also said there has
been no silage spoilage this year
at the ends or sides and only
tnree incnes on top. Next year he
plans to top off the stack with
hay and bedding that will be used
ahead of the moving feed rack.

Another advantage of the silo,
Johnson said, is that it can be
adapted for other uses. Poles
used are pressure treated and
should last for 35 to 50 years. A
lean-t- o on each side of the silo
is being, added at the state col-
lege. These are to be used for
loafing and feeding.

Farm
Calendar

Dec. 21 21st annual meet-
ing of the Blue Lake Packers,
Inc. 10 a.m.

Jan. 6-- 7 Oregon Livestock
Conference, OSC.

Jan. 7-- $ Oregon Dairyman
Association, Ontario.

Jan. S Oregon Hop Growers
Conference, OSC.

Jan. 12 Polk County Live-
stock Association meeting, Rick-real- L

Jan. 1 Linn County Live-
stock Association meeting, Leb-
anon.

Jan. 25-2- 7 Western Oregon
Livestock Association meeting,
Salem.

Jan. 28-2- 9 Oregon Essential
Oil Growers League, annual
meeting, OSC.

Feb. 6 Oregon Swine Grow-
ers Bred Gilt Sale, Salem.

Feb. 0 Fruit and vege-
table handlers short course,
Multnomah Hotel, Portland.

Polk County Lamb
Show Now Talked

the Polk
County Fat Lamb show in 1954
is under discussion by two
groups in the county. The Polk
County 20-4- 0 Club and the Polk
County Livestock Association
are both interested in the move.
At the week's meeting of the
former, the president, William
Cadle, appointed a committee
to work with the livestock
group toward the show for this
coming spring. Serving on this
committee are Ronald Rowland,
chairman, William Dalton and
VirgU Trick.

The next meeting of the 20-4- 0

Club wiO be jointly with the
Polk County Livestock Associa-
tion, with Robert Hamilton
Richreall chairman of the pro-
gram committee.
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vinced that a good dowser can lo-

cate underground water that he
worries not a little about drilling
in a location which has not been
dowsed.

Like the Homing Pigeon
"It's science and it's nature,'

says he, as he points to the hom-
ing pigeon, and other means used
through science and nature to
"detect" a location.

Then there's W. F. Barrett, pro-
fessor of experimental physics in
the Royal College of Science for
Ireland, who writes in his "Physi
cal Research" in 1910, that after
an extensive study of water di
vining he, who had no faith in it
when he began his studies, draws
three conclusions: (1), "Those
who really possess this curious
faculty of divining are rare, and
many pretenders exist; (2), the in
voluntary motion of the forked
twig which occurs with certain
persons, is due to a muscular
spasm; (3), the explanation of
the success of good dowsers, aft
er prolonged and crucial tests, is
like that of any other obscure
human faculty or instinct, a mat
ter for further physiological and
psychological research".

Then we come to 1932 when
the government of British Colum
bia showed so much faith in the
dowser that it employed Miss Eve-
lyn M. Penrose as official water
dowser. Miss Penrose held that
the most modern scientific "ex
planation of water divining is that
underground water, minerals-an- d

oil give off electromagnetic waves
and fields of force; that certain
human beings are tuned to these
waves and therefore pick them up
and react to them in the same
way a radio set reacts to certain
wave lengths".

Kenneth Roberts, widely known
author, writes of Miss Penrose's
work in the Saturday Evening
Post m 1943, "as a result of Miss
Penrose's efforts in the Okanagan
Valley and the Peace River Block.
there are today hundreds of in
dividual and community wells
where in early 1931 there was
nothing but drought and discour
agement"

Take it or leave it . . . but if
you are going to take it nowadays
you are going to pay for it While
there are still a few who like to
play around with the forked
stick and who have not sufficient
faith in its powers to charge
there are many of the other
school. Each community has
number of "professional" water
dowsers and for their services
you pay anywhere from $4 to $50
or more a "dowse .

Find Loot Before
Man Reports Theft

RICHMOND, Va. UP M. L.
Weatherington of Beaver dam,
Va., walked into Richmond police
headquarters to report the theft
of a suitcase containing clothing
from his automobile.

"Say, that looks like my shirt,"
he told Detective J. G. Smith, who
was holding the. garment

It was. Richmond police had
picked up the thief. And Smith
had already checked the owner's
name through a laundry mark.

By LTLLIE L. MADSEN

Farm Editor, The Statesman

If a long-tim-e following gives
any credence to a belief, then the
divining rod should have consid-

erable substantiation at its back
by this time.

The divining rod is really not.
as i rule, a rod at all, but-- a

forked stick, one for of which is
held in each hand in such a man-

ner that the butt end of the stick
normally points upward. The
supposition is that when carried
over a place beneath which water
lies, the butt end will be pulled
downward.

The opinions of the kind of
wood of which the twig should
consist has differed greatly at dif-

ferent times and places, but ha-

zel, witch hazel, willow and peach
are common favorites.

The origin of the divining rod
is lost in antiquity. The much
quoted passage describing "smit-

ing of the rock" has been re-

garded by enthusiasts of water
witching as a significant refer-
ence' to the divining rod.

What is believed to be the first
published description of the rod
is contained in Georgius Agric-ola- 's

"Dere Metallica" published
in 1556.

Used Also for Mining
Birthplace of the modern divin-

ing rod is in the mining districts
of the Marx Mountains in Ger-

many for it was used as much to
- detect minerals as water. Before
the end of the 17th century its
use had spread through Europe.

Its use today seems stronger
than even in 1659 when Jesuit
Father Gaspart Schott denounced
it as "an instrument controlled
by the devil".

While there was much contro-
versy concerning the powers of
this rod centuries ago, there
seems to be none less today. Down
through time it has been de-

scribed alternately as "witch-
craft", "work of the devil", "su
pernormal perceptive power",.
and while it is still referred to
as "water witching" by the gen
eral public, those who practice it

and it has become a well-pai-d

profession and others who be
lieve in its power, refer to the
forked stick as divining or dows
ing or detection rod.
Some CaU it Bunkum

Although most well-driller- s,

and certainly the majority of geol
ogists, discredit the practice as
"bumkum", I have been unable
to learn of any well-drill- er who
has not at one time or another
drilled in the site selected by a
water dowser. Reports of results,
however, vary. Most of the drill
ers claim they have no better
"luck" with the "divined" loca
tion than with that selected for
convenience or because the lay
of the landjnight indicate geolog
ically that there would be under-
ground water.

On the other side, however, are
those who have complete faith in
the power of the stick, and the
numbers in this group are legion.

Among these are Rudolph Sta-
deli, Silverton, one of the valley's
long-tim-e successful drillers. He
expressed complete faith in water
witching, although he frowns
upon the term. .To him it must
be "water detection" or "divin
ing". In fact, Stadeli is so con
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