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Keep It Clean—and Open!

L
In a rare front-page editorial Friday the
Eugene Register-Guard called for open meetings
of the state board of higher education.

The state board has tended more and more
to att as a semi-private “club” rather than as
-a responsible public body, the Eugene editor
echarges. Many important decisions of the board’s
“club within a club . . . have actually been made
pehind the closed doors of the Arlington Club
in Portland in advance of the scheduled public
hearings—which have been little more than

the re-enactment of a set show.”
. This week a special sub-comumittee of the
board met in Eugene to consider the highly
controversial question of costly expansion of

the state teachers’ colleges. Reporters were not
allowed to cover the hearing. Not even the

ptofessional witnesses were allowed to hear
each other testify, or given an opportunity to
meet each other’s arguments directly.

But, argues the R-G, this is public business
‘that ought to have been heard in public. Board
members, though unpaid, are still public offi-
cers, “responsible to the public for everything
they do—not only the results, but the reasoning
behind the results. It is time" for the press and
public to demand that ‘club’ procedures be

"

broken up!

The position of the Register-Guard is 'pot
unique. The press in general has been pressing
against “barriers to news” which often are
raised by those in public office. Our state press
association has a committee warking to keep
the channels of information open. The demand

¥ the Legislature for a publis hearing on the

electric surcharge is echoed in the press: the
Oregonian says, “Let’s get it all on the table.”
In a majority of cases where official boards
exclude reporters and the public the reason
is not to commit any secret skullduggery, but
the danger is fhere. To the utmost extent pos-
sible we should have public business conducted
in public.

That goes for all the state’s businfess. If it is
impractical to have every meeting on a come-
one-come-all basis, at least representatives of
the press ought to be present. There's always
going to be a certain amount of “pre-arrang-
ing” via telephone or secret caucus; there will
always be some cut-and-dried sessions, but we
can try to cut down on star-chamber govern-
ment,

Oregon’s state government may be pretty
clean compared to some other states (such as
California, Texas, Illinois and so on, where gov=-
ernors and legislators sometimes act as errand
boys for the powerful-lobbyists) but Oregon
won't stay clean for long if too much business
is conducted behind closed doors and under the
table and in fancy Portland -clubs or Salem
hotel rooms.

yeteran Legislative Aide Passes

Blaing McCord was an inStitation at the
Legislature. For 34 years as chief clerk of the

Rules committee of the House he had handled
procedures in the introduction of bills. It will
indeed seem strange not to find him in his
customary office or about the corridors, but
Friday proved his last work day. Death came
to him in his sleep the following night.

His profession was that of a lawyer and he
~maintained his office at Woodburn since late
in 1909. But starting with 1831 he served the
Legislature in a very responsible capacity,
whipping into shape for introduction texts of
bills submitted by members, bringing langu-
age and style into conformity with State usage
ll::.ottunnnk;ingmggntimnll;n:clnril‘:.rmenn--

At Woodbugn he filled many positions of
responsibility, with the city and schoolboard
and on the district draft board. He was clear
in his statemeuts and positive in his convictions;
but his affable, cordial manner won and held
many friends who join in extending sympathe
ies to members of the family.

Saving Roadside Beauty

The state is pouring in tens of millions of dol-
lars into modernizing its highway system. It
ought to have some say in prevention of abuse
of the highways by signs—"abuse,” we said, not
"m-"

A Dbill has been offered, SB 188, which seeks
to make a fair division between use and abuse.
Use is permitted for official signs and foy signs
for roadside business or for landowners for their
private requirements. But the roadside boards
would be confined to municipalities and a half-
mile range from city limits. The bill applies only
to primary state highways. .

The measure is needed to preserve roadside
beauty. It is supported by persons and organi-
zations whq want to protect the countryside and
who believe that glaring billboards are a dis-
credit to our state and so distracting as to be a
menace to safe driving.

Other states have taken steps to get rid of or
to limit billboards. With its abundance of na-
tural beauty Oregon should be the next to take
this step along lines proposed in SB 188.

Worriers in the Canby-Molalla area were re-
assured by a wire from Congressman Norblad
that he understood that the air force had decid-
ed against considering that area as a site for an
air academy. Norblad commented that “the air
force is getting pretty far ahead of itself as
Congress hasn’t yet agreed that they should
build an air academy.” And the Canby-Molalla
farmers were getting terribly upset about noth-
ing at eall, it seems. The government, like God,
often works in mysterious ways its wonders to
perform. Slow, too.

—_—

The Air Force complains it®™is running out of
targets in Korea. Still the Red armies seem to
be getting plenty of chow and hardware to
throw at the UN forces. The good old infantry
still remains the “queen of battles.”

Showdown With Sen. McCarthy Likely as
Next Step by Eisenhower Administration

By JOSEFPH
and STEWART ALSOP

people) to tell his or her story. These questions have already
Thus far there have

been two thrust themselves, rather rudely,

of these tellers of tales out of
school, a file clerk, Mrs. Balog,
and a security officer, John E.
Matson. Their stories have
added

WASHINGTON—A reckoning
with Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy,
of Wisconsin is very likely to be
the next stage in the Eisenhower

Reform of the State Depart-
ment, and restoration of publie
confidence in the department

on Secretary Dulles and his co-
workers. The new TUnder

ness man who had mainly
McCarthy’s side of the story im
the home-town press, Lourie is
known to have  been

him when he took over his new
office. 2

A former football player, Lou-
rie is a two-fisted fighter. The
tattietale security officer,

, Mat-
son, was transferred out of the™

~"
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SPORTS SPECIAL—Salem—The Oregon Legislature House
of Representatives hasketball team defeated the Senate team
6 to 2 in a hard fought game today.

The House's greater reserve strength and canny knowledge
of legislative procedure contributed greatly to victory over the
Senate team.

y The game was played in the rotunda of
the State Capitol before a cheering crowd of
lobbyists, newsreporters, state employes and
a delegation of school teachers from Drain.

Opening whistle was delayed while Te-

feree Paul (Slats) Patterson gave a 20-min-
ute speech in which he outlined the rules and
history of basketball. He also told the players
what he expected of them—namely fair play
and a clean game. He also asked them to com-
plete the game in the allotted time.

After the Senate team attempted to fur-
ther delay the game by passing a resolution to adjourn until
the next day—which referee Patterson overruled—the battle
got underway,

After 10 minuies of heated play, in which the players shook
hands with each other and with mest of the spectators, Coach
Wilkelm's House feam scofed the first twe points. The House
team immediately went inde & caucus on the floor and came up
with ‘s bill fo end the game right there. The Senate squad
refused to concur and after several atiempied amendments, alse
defeated, piay was resumed. -

While Senate forward “Hoop” Yeaier was making am im-
‘prompiu falk to the gallery a House player stole the ball and
made a basket. Then Senate Coach Marsh rushed in “Deadeye”
Neuberger fo replace Yeater. But, because his Republican feam-
mates refused to play with Demecrat Neuberger, “Deadeye” had
to sical the ball from the oppesition.

He finally scored the Senate team’s lone two points,

Senate player “Hoot” Gibson then called time. He wanfed fo
know how large a fee the referce was getting. When told the
fee was $10, “Hoot” said he weuld not continue to play unless
the fee was lowered to $5. He finally left the game in a huff-—
an old one left over from the last legisiature,

The first half ended with the score 4-2. Trouble ensued
during a half-time meeting of coaches, assistants, trainers and
referee. House trainer “Moose” Hatfield suggested that a con-
vention of coaches be called immediately to draw up a new set
of rules.

Assistant House Coach “Yo-Yo” Harvey suggested that
whenever a player was charged with a foul that player had to
don a different-colored jersey bearing a larger numeral than
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In color television, the primary
colors are not, blue and yellow.
Rather they are red, blue and
green. This combination was pick-
ed, the experts say, because they
not only will reproduce white in
the proper combination but will
affect all other hues as well
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be voiced as Ambassador Lodge | can Tories. 3

war, has agreed :
which the United Nations Com-
mand could not honorably ac-

are still
and his @
Lodge will find himself in a satellites. -
difficult position.. American sc- This week the and =3
the world will await

served to frighten our allies such
as Britain and to alarm the neu-
tralists who fear a spread of the 3
war. The very change in admin- | At King's Mountain, one of the :

w has | most important battles and

been unsettling, and NATO na- | est American victories in the .
tions have been nervous over | Revolutionary war, only one Brit- |
the remarks of Secretary of (on fought: Major Ferguson. All a
Dulles. All of these worries will | under his command were Ameri- 3
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‘Before you buy
any hearing aid, you owe it
to yourself to try the 3
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