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‘Korean Tales’

Whatever else may be said about “Korean
Tales” by Lt. Col. Melvin B. Voorhies (Simon
& Schuster, N.Y., $3.00) this much is true, the
book is well written. It is not a chronological
history of the war in Korea where Voorhies
served for many months. It is a pot pouri of
jsmpressions, of experiences, a combination of
reporting and of editorializing on the rough,
tough job of waging an unwelcome war in a
rugged land. Voorhies himself is under military
charges for failing to submit his manuscript to
the War department before publishing it; but
this news doubtless is good adwvertising for the
book. What the military doesn’t want the public
to read, that the public will seek out.

The ones most unhappy over Vovorhies’ com-
ments are the press correspondents who covered
the war in Korea. In his official duties the au-
thor was thrown in constant touch with them
and their grist of news for papers back home.
He found many of them lacking in social con-
sciousness and in moral willingness to confess
error or untruth. He blames much of their
straying from the ethical path to pressure from
editors at home for the ‘fresh lead,” the “ex-
clusive,” the “big story,” the “eye-popper.”
He accuses them of being inaccurate and “for-
tunately”™ he says, usually wrong in their pre-
dictions. At that he singles out a goodly num-
ber, Homer Bigart of the NY Herald-Tribune
at the head of the list, for special. commenda-
tien.

At least these comments should take a little

of the conceit out of the news and radio services
even though Voorhies may have indulged in
$verstatement in venting his gripes.
. One of the best chapters in the bock is “The
Generals.” It refers particularly to General
Walker who was the field commander until
his death in a traffic accident, and his relations
with General Almend who had the separate
command of X Corps. The lack of close liason
hampered operations after the Inchon landing
and may have contributed to the failure to
seal up the enemy and wind up the war in the
fall of 1950. Walker was preeminently a battle-
field commander, with no sense of dramatics
or of “public relations.” Thus he got a “cold
press”’ whereas McArthur and Ridgway, who
succeeded Walker, rated as newsworthy per-
sonally. Some time some competent military
historian should do a study of the conduct of
the Korean war. This VoBrhies book offers only
a few sidelights, and much of what has been
written has been colored by the MacArthur re-
lationship or is not based on thorough scholar-
ship. That will await the opening of the docu-
ments, -

Voorhies indulges himself in a varied style
of writing. Some of his chapters are narratives.
Others are letters or character sketches. One
is a cameo of a Korean grandmother who walks
sut of the poor home and on toward the river,
—jo leave more food for thé younger ones;

er is the confessional of the sergeant who
machine-gunned a group of captives: “It was

they or we.” War brings its tragedies and its
pathos, and Voorhies has caught both—but very
little of comedy in this most humorless war.

Thomas Mann and the West

The foremost German writer of the mid-
century is Thomas Mann. He left his native
country out of abhorrence of nazi rule and be-
came a naturalized American citizen. He is
living again in Germany, but retains his new

citizenship. Often identified with Ileft-wing

causes as have been many of the intelligentsia,
he recently renewed his expression of loyalty
to the democracy of the West.

Interviewed by the Neue Zeitung, the U. 8.
sponsored paper at Frankfurt, this author of
some of .t.he great novels of our time—"“The
Magic Mountain,” “Joseph,”—summed up his
philosophy thus:

“All my doing and my striving, all my books
and writings, and all my being show that I
am relentlessly endeavoring to contribute, in
accordance with ‘my abilities, to the great cul-
tural heritage of the West; to spread among the
people a little more joy, knowledge, gnd wis=
dom, and greater cheerfulness; to serve them
thus and to justify my existence by my work.”

This is a wholesome pattern for living and
for work. That this great intellectual identifies
himself fully with the West gives heart to
those who seek to preserve the climate of in-
tellectual liberty in which great minds may
flourish and bear fruit for human good.

Weekly Progress

The Dayton Tribune appeared in a new, tab=-
loid form in its recent issue. The publisher, R.
R. Allison, explains that when the wholesale
house discontinued supply of “canned features”
(boiler plate to the trade) it was necessary to
go all-home-print; and this made the smaller
size more practicable. We believe the readers
will welcome the change, for it is the home news
they really want in the home paper. The con-
tent of the Tribune appears improved by the
forced change.

Another weekly, the Stayton Mail, went to
seven-column size in its last issue, adding a
column to provide more space. Thus do home
!t::n newspapers seek to serve their readers

ter.

Early detection of & blaze in the metal remelt
room at The Statesman and prompt action with
fire extinguishers and the swift arrival of the
fire department confined the damage to some
charred walls and burned electric circuits.
Thanks to the precautions of the fire depart-
ment water damage was nil. The Statesman is
most grateful to the firemen for their good
work, and appreciates the offer of facilities by
the Capital Journal which, however, were not
needed. We have been racing against time and
fire hazard to get into a new, fire-safe build-
ing; and hope to have no fresh outbreak of
fire before we can move, several weeks hence.

Eisenhower Facing Greater Problems Than
Those of Any Incoming American President
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(Continued from page one)

consumption of lighter bevera
and aid in the c._sublkhment

Oregon industry.
Under these terms the Le -

amendment requires petitions
signed by 15 per cent of the reg-
istered voters although the gene-
ral local option law sets the re-

quirement at only ten per cent. ture is due to ride off in di-
The duty of the Legislature i3 rections at the same time!

set forth in the amendment as Presumably the Legislature

follows: will lay down the conditions for

“The Legislative Assembly
shall provide in such details as it
shall deem advisable for carry-
ing out and admintesing the
provisions of this amendment and
shall provide adequate safe-

to carry out the original

tent and purpose of the Oregon
Liquor Control Act, including the
promotion of temperance in the
use and consumption of alcoholic
beverages, encourage the use and

licensing of liquqor-by-the-glass
dispensaries, and give to the
Liquor Control Commission re-
sponsibility for licensing and
policing such places. This
prompis the query if the added
burden may not justify making
the Commission a salaried, full-
time body. :
The last paragraph of the
amendment says that all indi-
viduals shall be treated equally;
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One man’s fearless prediction of things to come in 1953:

INTERNATIONAL—The world should be at peace in 1953
—provided no police actions occur anyplace . . . The possibility
remains good that the Korean difficulty will be resolved in
.. 1953—this is the same possibility which look-
, ed good in 1952 and will probably look good
in 1954 . . . If the Korean truce talkers run

T iy,

Janguage . . . INTER-PLANETARY—We pre-
dict that flying saucers in 1953 will be accom-
panied by cups and silverware .. . Look for
Sen. McCarthy to launch a movement to fer-
ret out Reds on Mars . . . Venus will come in
contact with Taurus the Bull early this year,
but nobody will notice it.

out of words we predict they will resort to sign |
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and that all provisions shall be
liberally construed. This gives
quite a leverage against limiting
licenses to a few upper crust
clubs and restaurants. The final
effect of the amendment prob-
ably will be the return of the
open saloon with soup and pot
roast added.

The legislature can draw from
the experience of Washington
which let down (opened) the
to hard liquor a few years ago.
There is no doubt though that
adoption of the amendment will
open a new chapter in Oregon
history of dealing with the liquor
traffic; and if conditions grow
worse we may expect a revival
of attempts to dry up localities
or even the state. The problem
of control of traffic in alcoholic
beverages is one that refuses to
stay solved;

VETS GET BENEFITS

MANILA (/)—The US. Veter-
ans Administration office in the
Philippines -h: disbursed more
than 300 mil dollars since July,
1946, to American and Filipino
veterans of q'n U.S. armed forces.
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By A. ROBERT SMITH
Statesman Correspondent

WASHINGTON—The Nation’s
Capital can toss its head in ha
py pride on Jan. 20—for it wm
be able to lead
the inaugura-
tion parade
down Pennsyl-
vania avenue
with a decora-
tive float more
in keeping with

s o chy than

izing lately in print, on the radio
and television over the fact that
Congress last June had slashed
the “ceremonial fund,” used for
welcoming dignitaries to Wash-
ington. The commissioners wail-
ed that what with welcoming
General Eisenhower in Novem-

struction of a float for inaugura-
tion day. As a matter of cold
fact, they had $683 left and it
was estimated that suitable in-
augural parade float will cost
around $2500.

street cleaning equipment, but
the commissioners turned them
down. The District float will lead
the parade and it just wouldn't
be seemly to have a tacky float
r_present the Nation's Capital—
when streaming along behind the
home-made float would be fancy
numbers from the rest of the
United States.

The dilemma which faced the
commissioners was solved this
week because of a benign and
generous gesture by the chair-
man of the Republican Inaugu-
ral Committee. He announced
that his committee is giving the
commissioners $2500 for a float
—s0 now everybody's happy.

s & @

On the matter of budget cut-
ing for the District of Colum
a good many people are w
that because of the slash of
funds by Congress for the Wash-
ington police force, there will be
a worsening of the increase in
crime when the anticipated 180,-
000 visitors flood the city for the
inauguration festivities.

Washington, unfortunately, has
a higher rate of crime than has
any other city in the United
States. The city’s police force,
already dangerously low in man-
power because of the low pay
scale, was refused its request to
inc-reeed :dse the numberthot men
n to cope with e rising
tide of crime. This was before
Congress adjourned in July.

An emergency situation exists
now, for criminal element
(already flocking to W
in anticipation of easy ckings
when the inaugural ebrants
crowd the city) knows that the

upsurge of

and the
holidays. As a t, the metro-
politan lice force is now re-

Civic groups have
the problem for years,

ve now dl&huit'-hl;h
erences and

. Boiled down, the
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police force is pitifully low and,

i

TRETN Teerw RN AN

ashington Mirror

By JOSEPH and STEWART
ALSOP

The State Department is to be
reorganized again — John Foster

Dulles has asked Donald B. the years ahead, spend some of his time voting with the Repub-

WASHINGTON — This is the Lourie, President of the Quaker It 18 only necessary fo go down . . ..., of his time veling with the Democrats and the rest
official turning of the year. In Oats Company, to undertake this this exiremely incomplete list to of his his W thai the 1953

practice, however, the new year grisly job as a Second Under %¢® fwe things. First of all, the time expinining his veofs . . . We predict legis-

. i Secretary of State. While the 5Sreat numbers of people whe lature will again unsuccessfully predict the end of it seasion . ..

Tl policy-making machinery is in :‘:;_ﬁ;mw m SPORTS—Lock for several bouts between Ritas and Aly. . ..

:ﬂlf-ﬁ?;ﬂ&-ﬁommb: Bl geifon-age, | ous Bus Se & Joeo Louis will met be a threat this year in the heavyweight

tain of Mhﬂdjckh. mduu sad disappointment. S¢ many boxing divisiom . . . All the people whe bei and lost on the 1953

are now discussing the use of complex quesiions cannet be World Series will bet and prebably lose on the 1953 series . . .

ventilated, se many vital deci- get & call every Friday night from yet-kmow-

DRAMA—TV wrestlers will be awarded
for being the best actors in 1953, . . Hollywooed will do a movie
on the life and times of Harry Truman . . . LABOR-MAN
AGEMENT—We can look for a heavy job turnover in 1953—

such an ttack : .

&mm :Inmmmymov:u.hm especially in Washington . . .Experts say if more people seek
men there is much falk of can- itself vastly encouraging. Ameri- less jobs in 1953 it will mean something is wrong somewhere . .
mnlhc the hl-:‘ hﬂ ;smtw mmg BUSINESS—Business men who have a bad year in 53 will have
program find something lame besides those dang Dem-
m.:m"w ?wmm‘:mﬂ': :&:uhowme:mdungg?hommmw-
which should fomch off still s and ~confidence. ant person will remark that a general businegs recession is
third rescunding comireversy. Yei ol .._urhnotﬁultarmmdtbecomer...'uhingﬁn.D.C.,hm

mrwh” their -"M_MH '..hh will have a rough time of it this year ... :
ﬁn.hﬁom-ﬂliwm freshmess of outlook, Eisenhower HUMAN AFFAIRS—It is safe fo say that in 1953 half the
Jesues raised by the hydreges O ST 'S G e Demmark ... During the year af least 12 prominent Hollywood
m""‘m':m 5 unied nafion. This fime that iy  Movie couples will get diverces, 12 mere will deny they are going
©  beginming mow is the time that fo get divorces and 12 mere will get diverces 5o they can remarry
A new relation between Con- must shape the future of Amer- and 12 mere will remark publicly that somebody Is trying te give
gress and the White House must len and of the werld. Hollywood a bad mame . . . Around sbewt July youth in

be bammered out-— and it may b Bt
be said on good authority that It is the time that all the Chiefs Colorade will get ‘trapped In an abandoned well . . . And In
few Eisenhower men count on d‘su.t!hall_ﬂnwm— Augusi 472 vesidenis of a small mouninin fown in Arkansas
basing this relation on continued [ O08 BEVR Sochen B8 fhe MO~ will slght » samcer . . . and the Afr Force will biame it eu
'D.mll-lhb-f -ﬁﬂzwdh wats Repmotiem. . . o

et A Tafi Taxes inflation, SOplel Tem i WEATHER—During 1953 a certain number of days will be
,mﬁmhmm“m cloudy, -others will be partly cloudy and others clear—and the
" all these must be revised or re. ‘oScther. It is the time that will rest can be blamed on atomic experiments . . . During August
defined, And while all this is Poif Whether this nation can do in Salem a total of 725 persons will remark that Oregon sum-
ﬂi-br.ﬁnmmwm m}.ha-m”"'fx““ mers are getting hotter . . . The weatherman this year will con-
still be pressing ever new pro- Lincoln, has oy tinue to have his fun with weather predictions . . . SCIENCE
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i g ey of immediate Tesponsibility, amid ments have been started on a new bomb called the Z-bomb—
b &ﬂ“mw :2 : ATTOU by reputed to be 100 times more powerful than the He<bomb . . .
.ﬂrﬂ‘_hamm falls, the last ope will fafi 2 young research worker in California will reveal plans for
: ‘with him. But as ¢ interplanetary motorcycle.. . . A real estate dealer in




