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Trucks Confuse the Issue
This state’s voters will have a tough time
segregating the gobbledegook from the true
meaning in several of Oregon's measures Nov. 4
but in no instance will the confusion be greater
than in the referendum and the initiative affect-
ing trucks. And few issues are more important
to the economic welfare of all of us.
To straighten the record, here's the picture: -
(1) The “motor carrier highway transporta-
tion tax act” (on the ballot as 318 Yes and 319
No) comprises an enactment of the 1951 legisia-
ture increasing the taxes on trucks and buses to
a point at which it was believed the highway
tax burden would be equitably distributed. It
was passed by the House 45 to 13, by the Sen-
ate 23 to 5. The bill was based on a 17-year-
study. It would have increased the revenue
to the state by $1,600,000 in 1851. But the Ore-
gon Petroleum Carriers’ Conference invoked the
referendum on the grounds the increase was too
great. Now it is up to the voters to decide wheth-
er they should rely on the considered judgment
of their legislators and pass the measyge. The
Btatesman believes ewaphatically that they
should, and that a 318 YES wote should carry.
(2) The “constitutional amendment providing
equitable taxing method for use of highways™
(on the ballot as 330 Yes, 331 No) is misleading
from the start. The word “equitable” is the
truckers’ definition. The word “ruinous” is more
apt. The proposed amzndment would remove
entirely the so-called weight - mile method of
taxing trucks and buses, and {hroew the entire
highway burden on registrativn and fuel tax. It
would tie the legislature’s hands in effecting any
kind of an equitable distribution. A r inimum
annual loss of revenué of $7,000,000 would be
occasioned by passage of the amendment unless
an added load is levi 'u against the users of pri-
vate cars in regard to registration and fuel tax.
Farm trucks also would bear a new burden. The
amendment is entirely unreasonable and. dan-
erous and a 331 No vate is vital and complete-
warranted if the vofers of Oregon want trucks
to pay a just part of the construction and main-
tepance of highways.
Vote 318 Yes,
Vote 331 No.

The Youngsters Show Us Up

Teén-agers have been the butt of some ad-
verse comparisons in recent years when balanc-
ed against earlier generations, We do not share
in su¢h a view. And there's one department, at
least, in which Salem-area youth certainly has
walked away from its counterpart of yesteryear.
That is_good cdnduct on Halloween.

Halloween, a custom that the jovial Irish are
eredifed with popularizing in America, began as
& night of fortune-telling games and fun. The
' “trick or treat” phase that has become so in-
separably linked to Halloween in recent years
also dates back to ancient Ireland.

The pranks and vandalism appear to have
been the contributions of a lusty, new nation,
and one need scarcely be an old-timer to recall
when it was routine to see many a gate atop a
pole on the morning after Oct. 31. Anything not
nailed down was considered fair game, and the
tipping of certain outhouses was virtually tradi-

everywhere, those in the valley have shown a
willingness to accept treats in
tricks. Parties, designed to keep
out of mischief, also have played a part.
while it's probable that a few things will be up-
rooted Friday night, it's also probably true that
the moppets will be more orderly than either
their dads or grandpas were.
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‘Fool Me Twice, Shame on Me’

Remember the Japanese adage, “Fool me once,
shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me"?
It looks like Harry Truman is setting the stage
to attempt to fool the American public “twice.”

The situation now, in some respects, compares
to that just prior to the 1948 elections. Then the
pollsters were predicting a Dewey victory. Near
the close of the campaign, Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brannon caused a rush on the nation’s grain
storage facilities by price juggling, and when
the grain storage facilities were unable to han-
dle the temporary rush, Truman falsely blamed
the Republican 80th Congress for withholding
funds for storage bins.

Using this hoax, Truman convinced many of
the Widwest farmers to “talk Republican but
vote Democratic” and thereby won the election.

Now the pollsters are again predicting a Re-
publican victory, although leaving a way out by

talking about the undecided Independent vote. °

And once again we scent the planning of a show
by Truman to swing the political pendulam to
the Democrats and Adlai Stevenson.

The Wage Stabilization Board’s denial of the
full demands of John L. Lewis’, and the ensuing
strike, set the stage beautifully for the interven-
tion of Harry Truman and the blissful reconcili-
ation with Lewis who, incidentally, favors Ste-
venson. This little “morality play"” is supposed
to illustrate that the Democratic party can “han-
dle” labor unions, on one hand, and give them
what they want, on the other. It is a strategy to
collect votes from anyone who takes a superfi-
cial look, and it could well swing votes both
from unions and from other factions—but not
from anyone who takes a second look.

The job of the Republicans is now apparent.
They must analyze this Truman hoax and point
it out for what it is—another surrender to John
L. Lewis on the part of the administration, with
a delayed action clause to postpone the full wage
increase until after the election. The mine op-
erators have agreed to set aside that portion of
the miners’ pay not permitted by the WSB rul-
ing until such time as the miners are in a posi-
tion to collect.

That is no way to fight inflation, and the Re-
publicans should make use of every known de-
vice to make everyone aware of the situation.

This time the Republicans and voters of inde-~ -

péndent thought should be wide awake to Har-
ry Truman's schemes to influence votes. If they
don't make the most of the opportunity, then
truly “shame on them.” :

“Split” Congress May Face New President,
With Opposition Controlling One Chamber
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Statesman office fone rang the other night. Party on the
other end of the line deposited 15 cents, cleared his throat and

identified himse

: e
of all that mad . .

If as Bob Gamble, Jefferson business man. Said
he went hunting Sunday afterncon with his

& dog. Said the dog stepped on a stone and in-

stead of yelling, “Yike, Yike!"” cried “Ike, lke.”
Gamble said he thought this must be indicative
of something, even though he doesn’t think the
hound is old enough to vote — probably not
even registered. End of conversation.

Wot'll be the first thing either Tke or Adlal
will do after either he or he Is elected? Our
guess is it’ll be to take a shower and get rid
. Phil Gilstrap's son, Gary, 8, bawled out by

. his mom for saying he hated a playmate, thought for a minute,

“Guess you're right, Mom,” he said, “I even like Ike.”

o..GO"‘

sters whe insist that anyone who doesn’t endorse the straight

party tickei is
get to Oregon’s
Oregon politics

TV owners

youth daily between the hours of 5:30 and 6:30 p.

traitor, beiter not lef that dangerous philosophy
Demoerats—or there’ll be some changes made in
next week,

- L L
(elder species) are relieving their mad, mad
Old-time

cowboy stars Ken (Twq,Gun) Maynard, Tim (Tight Lips) Mec-
Coy and Big Boy Williams appear as red meat entertainers in

ancient cowboy

flickers on KPTV's “Six Gun Theatre” show.

One 32-year-old oldster, with tears in his eyes, said he hopes
any day now for the rest of the he-men pack—Tom Mix, Buck
Jones, Hoot Gibson, Bob Steele, etc. Anyway, the kids lap it up
. . « Top notch entertainment on Sunday nights’' teevee shows,

tho.

This happened when state and ciiy cops were called out for
the attemptied prison break Tuesday ayem. A cordon of cops was
placed around the pen property limits. Fog was as thick as a po-

litician’s honor

and visibility was zero - sere. Well as the cop-

guards stood around in the thick stuff waiting for anything te
happen, they suddenly hear guns go off in the fog not far away.
They rush over and find two pheasant hunters banging away at
birds in the mist. Police say it was a tossup as t0 who were most
scared-—guards, who thot coupla armed escapees were out there,
or hunters whe wondered if they were deing something wrong
when the cops rushed them,

- - -

Not ALL Demos are mad at ALL Republicans . . . Writing
in her colm Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt tells about leaving chilly
New York for warm Chile on a State Department mission. Be-
cause she is a delegate to the U.N. she said she was a little wor-

ried at first about leaving her U.N. post for a week . .

3 “But,"

she adds, “my alternate, Charles Sprague of Oregon, is better
fitted than I am to handle some of the items that will come up
while I am away ..."” =
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Diamond engagement rings with wedding bands
to match. More in vogue than ever, even the
simplest rings are now designed to harmonize
with the mounting of the solitaire. Those

shown indicate how far-reaching is the fashion.
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The reorganization bill was
written primarily to remedy the
chaotic conditions in towns and
suburbs of overlapping districts
and boards. And then, for the
sake of uniformity, identjcal pro-
visions were included for the ru-
ral districts. Yet the type of re-
organization needed by suburban
districts would not meet the
needs of rural schools at all! City

schools will not be affected since
Senator Gill stated that if the

of Oregon will vote 321 No and
give the new legislature a chance
to write a better bill than the
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By D, C. WILLMMS

:;'g}.?bi that means “‘fantastic;

tainment ended, he stepped out-

: hall.” 2. Pron-
ounce pro-bos-is, first e as in me,
second o as in boss (the ¢ is sile
ent), and accent second syllable,
3. Boulevard, 4. A waterspout,
often carved grotesquely, pro-
Jecting at the upper part-of a
building, usually fr.m the roof
gutter, 5. Bizarre.

Match yeur complexion!

W you're suntmaned or dork-som-

plexioned. you con get browa-
Homd exphenes and cords with
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HEARING AIDS
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10-BAY BOREY-BACK EUARMATIEN

Morris Optical Co.
444 State

Ph. 3-5528
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that created a sweeping style change...
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OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT ‘TiL 9

I King’s Cross Saxony

Varsity-Town’s exclusivé

King’s Cross Saxony is

& particularly fine spun,

pliant quality in

exclusive, colorful, new

checks and glens.

It’s the perfect fabrie

for raglan shoulder,

*Bal” collar, sweeping

line Big Sweep Toppers,
55.00

<

Man’s Shop

“THE STORE OF STYLE, QUALITY AND VALUE"

Salem




