Sawdust Gets
Recognition for

Use as Mulch

By LILLIE L. MADSEN
Farm Editor, The Statesman

While sawdust has been used
with considerable satifaction as a|
mulch in recent years, here in the|
Willamette Valley as well as else-
where, official recognition of it
as such did not come until Mon-
day.

A report from Dr. W. B. Bollen,
Oregon State College soil bacteri-;
ologist, reported that information
on experiments conducted on saw-
dust bv the research specialists|
at the Oregon forest products lab-|
oratory “"have been conducted suf-|
ficiently long to establish the val-|
ue of sawdust as a mulch.”

When using Douglas fir saw-|

dust as a mulch, sufficient nitro-
gen should be added to the soil
to hasten decomposition of the
sawdust and to keep growing plant
sawdust and to keep growing
plants healthy, was one of the|
statements, This has been realized |
by a number of sawdust users for|
sometime '
Not Fertilizer

Sawdust, like other mulches,
such as straw and peat moss, is|
not a fertilizer, Dr. Bollen emphas-
ized in his Monday statement. As|
a mulch, however, sawdust helps|
to maintain soil moisture, to keep
down weeds and to retard erosion.
Upon complete democposition, all
mulches add to the humus supply.

Rate of decomposition of any
mulch depends upon the nitrogen
supply in the material itself and
the soil in which it is placed. Ni-
trogen is added to get rapid de-
composition and to prevent nitro-
gen starvation of plants — which|
may occur when sawdust is used
without adding nitrogen.

Between 5 and 10 pounds of
ammonium sulphate, a nitrogen-
contalning fertilizer, should be ap-
plied to the soil for each ton of
sawdust at the time of mulching, |
Dr. Bollen recommended. At the|
beginning of the second year of de-
cay, about one-half this amount
of fertilizer is needed.

Easy to Handle

A sawdust mulch is easier to
handle than other kinds, is usual-
ly easier 1o obtain at less cost and
should last 10 wyears, Dr. Bollen
said. A sawdust mulch from twao|
to four inches deep is often rec-.
ommended for orchards and ber-
ry fields.

Dr. Bollen reported that the pro-
ducts laboratory found that Doug-
las fir sawdust, which contains a
higher-than-average percentage of
bark are believed responsible for|
the low decomposition rate. |

Another series of greenhouse

\-faluation of
County Utility
Property Cut

Assessed wvaluation on Marion
County's public utility proper-
ties was sliced 4 per cent this vear
by the State Tax Commission,
with the result that the county will
have $353,400 less in that class of
property to tax.

But County Assessor R. (Tad)
Shelton said Monday the county
won't feel the loss as valuation of
other classes of property is con-
siderably higher this year.

“We can already see an increade
of $6,700,000 in assessed valuations,
with our work far from finished,”
said the assessor. He added that
increases affect just about all
kinds of property (other than util-
ities, which the state determines).

And inventories of personal
property are much larger this year,
Shelton reported.

The utilities’ full cash value in
Marion County is nearly $11% mil-
lion higher this year, by state tax
department computation, but the
percentage used to determine the
assessed value was lowered by the
state from 41 to 37 per cent for
Marion County.

Most counties were given a low-
er percentage, but the gain in
actual value of utility properties
made up the difference in many
of the counties, the state figures
show.

In Marion County the full value
of utilities is shown at $23,898,239
now, compared with $22.510,77
last wyear, with assessed wvalue at
$8,876,018 compared with last
year's $89,229 418.

Assessed value
some of the other counties:

comparisons in
Polk

— $2.029.699 now. $2,048.506 last|
yvear; Yamhill — $2.401,231 now,
2,499,116 last vear: Linn — $6,-

228618 now, $6,544.419 last vear;
Multnomah — $86.,606,733 now,
$83.294,712 last wvear; Douglas —
$16,8B47,091 now, $15,264,935 last
vear; Rlamath — $16,417.407 now,
$17,356,607 last vear: Clackamas
—514,175.003 now, $14,862,443 last
year. '

CRUSHED BY LOG l

SEASIDE iPr—Maurice A.
Cothren, 32, Seaside. was fatally
crushed under a rolling log Mon-
day. He was working for the
Crown Zellerbach Corporation in
the Elk Creek region when the
mishap occurred. I

Lumber, paper, iron and othr_-r-]
type mills line both shores of the
Yalu River at the facing cities of |
Antung, Manchuria, and Sinuiju,
Korea.

bacterilogical siudies on other
types of sawdust has been launch-
ed by Dr. Bollen. This new project
should be completed in about four|

|

tests in connection with the soil months, he added.

The Siaiesman. Salem. Oregon. Wednesday, July 30. 19528

Weight Record |

For One Litter
Of Pigs Broken

SPRING GRQVE, Minn. (#/—
A world's weight record for a sin-
gle letter of pigs 180 days old was
claimed Monday by Edwin Luehr
and his son-in-law, Lawrence Me-
yer. Spring Grove.

H. G. Zavoral, professor of ani-
mal husbandry, University of Min-
nesota, and Wayne Hanson, Hous-
ton County agricultural agent,
were the official observers as the
18-pig litter owned by Luehr and
Meyer was weighed at 4,992
pounds.

The old record of 4,419 pounds
was set in 1951 by a litter of Iowa
pigs.

The average weight of the litter
is 277.33 pounds, with the heav-
iest pig topping the scales at 342
pounds and the lightest at 226.

Zavoral said the litter also holds
the world's record for a 56-day-
old litter, with a total of B840
pounds, for an average weight of
46.66 pounds per pig.

Lue~r and Mevyer report the lit-
ter's boar and sow were of farm-
ers hybrid stock.

STOCK SALE AUTHORIZED

WASHINGTON (£} —The Pow-
er Commission Monday authorized
Mountain States Power Co., Al-
bany, Ore.. to issue and sell
through competitive bidding 200.-
000 shares of common stock of |
$7.25 a share.
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PFAFF

THE WORLD’S FINEST
SEWING MACHINE

For A Lifetime of '
Sewing Machine Service—

See It Today At

Sewing
MVI’OHS Machines
153 §. Liberty Ph., 3-5773

SPECIAL
PURCHASE

Roberts Bpsd.

340 Court Street
Formerly Elfstrom’s

OF
LUXURY
QUALITY

Antique
Satins

Reg. $3.95
yard

79

Drapery and window problems vanish when you see this wonderful array of quality Satins.
Rich, full patterns in colors to spike any room decor. Heavy quality to hang just right and
give years of beauty. Background colors of grey, sand, maize, natural, green and slate with
both geometric and floral patterns.

Draperies, Third Floor

We Give and Redeem ‘“S&H’’ Green Stamps

SORRY, NO MAIL, PHONE, C.0.D.’s

Special Purchase!

Irrequlars of

Famous Name, Full Fashioned

NyLonsH9<

(Would sell for 1.35 if perfect)

® 60 Gauge, 15 Den

Infinitesimal flaws you’ll need
scope to find—bring the price

ier

a micro-
of these

fine nylons way down (less than half

price), save you many dolla

rs! Full-

fashioned from tip-to-toe, with slim

heels, pen'cil-thin seams—in

most popular hosiery shades.

all the
Shop

early for your supply—they won’t last

long at this price.
Hoisiery, Main Floor

*1.99

for best selection!

Lovely selections of summer sportswear reduced for quick clearancel
blouses, skirts and many other items reduced! Broken sizes, odd lots. Come early

SPORTSWEAR—MAIN FLOOR

CLEARANCE VALUE!

LADIES SPORTSWEAR

2 GROUPS

*2.99

Shorts,

TAFFETAS —SATINS

2 yds. for sl

Vialues 1o $1.39 yd. A large color assortment—ideal yardage

for hosts of sewing needs—a

limited quantity so come

early for this selection.

FABRICS—MEZZANINE

FLOUR SQUARES

Bleached, unopened. Special purchase. Scme
slight irregularities which will

not atfect quality. eq. 20¢

DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS

PLAYTEX “SUPERFOAM" PILLOWS

pillows again after an

5895

The genuine "'Playtex”

absence! Soft, cool latex rubber.

New asscriment.
DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS

MEN’'S HAWAIIAN SHIRTS
Brand new shipment! New patterns and cclors.
Sizes 8-M-L. A wonderful 5195

selection!

MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

BOYS’ SPORT SHIRTS

A special assortment of seersuckers
cottons in a galaxy of coler, Sizes 4
to 20. Values to 2.95.

BOYS'—MAIN FLOOR

Men’s & Women’s HANDKERCHIEFS

A special assortment of men's and women's

handkerchiefs. Men's white. Women's 25¢

gay colors. Values to 49c.
ACCESSORIES—MAIN FLOOR

“KAYSER” NYLON SLIPS
Special purchase! Values to 6.95. Tailored and
trimmed. Pink and white. 5388
Sizes 32 to 44.

LINGERIE—MAIN FLOOR

TCry Cmns,

$144

BOYS’ TERRY “T SHIRTS

Regular ‘values to 1.98. Sizes 8,
Tan celor only. Reduced
for quick clearance.

BOYS'—MAIN FLOOR

ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS |

Reduced for quick clearance! Value tc 3C

Assorted colors. Various styles. 25¢
Limited gquantity.
ACCESSORIES—MAIN FLOOR

MEN’S NYLON AND ORLON

and wear! Gay cclor combinations.
Checks. All sizes.
MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

SHIRTS

Special purchase! These sport shirts will wear

5359

Famcus name irregular!

72x90 size! Excellent patterns.

Limited quantity.
DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIR

QUAKER LACE TABLECLOTHS

10.95 value if reriect.

5669

S

CHILDREN’S “T” SHIRTS

1.18 if perfect!
Sizes 1 to 6.

Special repeat salel Assorted colors. Regular

69¢

INFANTS—SECOND FLOOR

LADIES’ CASUAL SHOES

Values tc ©6.95. Assorted

Assorted cclors and broken sizes.

Reduced for clearance.
SHOES—SECOND FLOOR

straps,

sandals.

LADIES’ DRESSES

Values to 12.95. Odd lets.
duced for final clearance.

Shop early.

Broken

51Zes.

=50

DRESSES—SECOND FLOOR

SUMMER PAJAMAS

Light weight P.].s, re

MEN’S
st 3]

just 21 pair.
Broken sizes. Shop
early for this

MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

rular 3.98.

5199

LADIES’ GARTER BELTS

Famocous “Bestform’ quality featured

price! Sizes S-M-L in

white only!

at this low

5100

FOUNDATIONS—SECOND FLOOR

JUMBO GARMENT BAGS

{olds 16 garments. Clear plasfic

slor trim. Special

I

epeat sale!
NOTIONS—MEZZANINE

-

with mult-

MEN’S RAYON AND COTTON SOX

Valu 79c¢ 102 to 13. Darker

s to ec. Sizes
ccler

. Fancy dress 4 sl
patterns. for

MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

“COOPER’S”” GAUCHO SHIRTS

5295
MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

QUILTED SATIN BEDSPREADS
A lovely selection of these gay cclor spreads

in twin and double sizes. 5895

MEN’S NYLON REINFORCED SOX

DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS
Reiniorced throughout with nylon. Light weight

weork sox. Long and 3 SIIO
' fer

shert lengths.

MEN'S—MAIN FLOOR

UTILITY PILLOWS
Reqular size. Filled with chicken and turkey
feathers. Durable 5159

ficking.

']

1 A

DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS

DOWN COMFORTERS
100 duck down. Bright satin covering in

beautiful color selecticn. 51499

Compare 19.95.
DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS

FAMOUS NAME BLANKETS

A special purchase! Reg. 19.95 value if pertectl

Wid=s satin binding. s 12
wool.

100
DOMESTICS—DOWNSTAIRS

SUMMER FABRICS

Sheer, piques, novelty tabrics. Values to 98c.
Reduced for quick

clearance. yd. 69¢

PIECE GOODS—MEZZANINE

[ .
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