Flames Force Crew

To Leave
Lifeboats

MONTAUK, N. Y. (—A Nor

Destroyed

wegian freighter was reported afire

‘85 miles from shore Friday night with its 51 persons in the water

without life rafts.

The SS Black Gull, a 5,000-ton vessel, sent out an SOS at 10:22

By Corlon . Setagme

Senator Russell of Georgia ad-
mits to one handicap in his race
with his colleague, Estes Kejauve;. _
for the Demicratic nomination. It's

a “she”; Nancy Kefauver. Bachel-
or Dick with Southern gallantry
bows out from competing with this
Scotch-born lassie. Nancy is prov-
ing herself a substantial asset In
her husband's campaigning. When
ghe isn‘t campaigning with him (or
taking care of her children down
with mumps) she is out on her
own campaigning for him. She is
not only good looking, she is po-
litically smart. If you noticed her
picture . . . in yesterday's States-
man taken as she was about to
hold a press conference you surely
observed that she seemed quite
composed, ready to do a battle of
wits with reporters, and armed
with an engaging smile.

Of course she should have po-
litical savvy. One can hardly be
the wife of a Southern politician
who has served as congressman
and senator without learning both
the science and the art of poli-
tics.

1# Kefauver should get the nod
at the Democratic convention then
we shall have Mamie and Nancy
competing for the titular role of
First Lady. Both appear to be alert
and well-poised personalities. Ma-
mie has had little experience 1n
the political world, but as an army
wife and university president’s
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{ pm. (EST). More than an hour
later, it radioed that ship had been
abandoned.

Tersely, the vessel reported that
all its lifeboats had been burned
or lost,

The ship was reported 65 miles
southeast of Montauk Point off
Long Island and 75 miles south of
the Brenton Reef lightship off
Rhode Island.

It was carryving a highly inflam-
mable cargo—>500 tons of napha-
lene. It was bound from Bremen
to New York.

The Coast Guard hastily sped
three mercv planes toward the
vessel within 10 minutes after

followed.
The planes were quickly fitted
| with extra lifecrafts flares. They
reached the scene and dropped the
‘ flares to light the way for rescue
vessels.
The Coast Guard said the near-
est ship to the Black Gull was the
passenger ship The Excalibur, 7
miles away.
|  The Radiomarine division of
| RCA Communications in New
York said the Excalibur, an Amer-
| ican Export Line ship, had set out
after a lifeboat.
‘ Radiomarine added that
Swedish liner Gripsholm, famed
World War hospital ship, reported
the Black Gull off her starboard.
The Gripsholm radioed she was
heading for the stricken vessel

The Black Gull is 410 feet long
with a net tonnage of 4,929, It ra-
dioed to the Coast Guard:

“SOS. Emergency assistance

needed. Ship burning.”™
It was some 200 miles from New
York.

Of the 51 persons aboard the
ship, nine were said to be passen-
gers, 42 crewmen.
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Stevenson Rejects Plea for C

picking up the SOS. Four cutters|

British-Iranian Oil
Settlement Pledged

By Premier (Qavam

TEHRAN, Iran (#)-Premier

Ahmed Qavam plegged Friday to

get a friendly settlement of the British-Iranian ocil problem or resign
| —and advised Iranian troublemakers to stay out of his way.
“l warn everybody that the period of disorder and uprisings is

Social Security

Expansion Bill
igned by HST

WASHINGTON (&= President
Truman Friday signed legislation

providing for a 540 million dollar
a year expansion of social security
benefits.

Truman called the measure “an
important landmark in the pro-
gress of our social security sys-
tem.”

The President, however, ex-
pressed deep regret at what he
called congressional failure to take
proper action to preserve the old-
age and survivors insurance rights

af persons who become perma- |

nently and totally disabled.
Ups Payments

"

over,” said th® veteran rightist
| statesman who replaced National-
[ ist Mohammed Mossadegh in the
premiership Thursday.

| Qavam issued a communique on
his aims as troops and police ar=
rested several Nationalist demon-
strators shouting for his death
and occupied two pro-Mossadegh
| political clubs. The communique
was bl’Ua(iL‘il&-t.

|  “Solving of this oil problem will
| be one of my most important ef-
| forts so that the moral and ma-
terial interests of lIran will be
completely secured, without the
slightest rift in good relations be-
tween the two countries,” Qavam

Democratic, Fireworks Begin

said.

“Obviously this is a difficult
job, but it is not impossible. Good
sense will definitely bring about
| fruits. M not, I will leave this
post.”

He charged that Mossadegh, who
seized the British-owned Anglo-
Iranian Qil Company's Iranian
properties last year, followed a
| faulty policy and turned what was
essentially a legal question *into
enmity between two nations.”

andidacy

Convention
Eyes Battle
For Delegates

By DOUGLAS B. CORNELL

CHICAGO (#-The big mystery
man of the approaching Demo-
cratic National Convention, Gov.
Adlai Stevenson of Illinois, Friday
night rejected another plea that
he try for the party’s presidential
nomination,

Two men who do want the nom-
ination, Sen. Estes Kefauver and
Mutual Security Director Averell
Harriman, held a conference. So
did some of their lieutenants.

Harriman confirmed that much
but insisted there were “no deals.”

The only purpose, he told re-
porters, was to push for liberal
ideas at the convention that opens
Monday. That goes, Harriman in-
dicated, for the seating of pro-
administration delegations {rf@m
Texas and Mississippi. Those del-
egations are locked in a contest
with anti-Truman slates in dis=

utes involving 70 comvention

| CHICAGO — Brig. Gen. Herbert C. Holdridge (ret.), who lists himself as a candidate for the Democratic

|  presidential nomination, waves his arm as he charges something about “wholesale fraud” before the
| Democratic subcommitiee on credentials Friday. The general, who said he was contesting the seatinyg |

of the 68-vote Kefauver slate from California, was told by Chairman Calvin Rawlings (right) ef Utah
that he was out of orders. In center, Sen. Earle C. Clements of Kentucky. (AP Wirephoto to the States-

man.)

‘New Seizure

Newell Appointed
To Civil Service

Picards Plan

|

votes.
Sticks By Guns

Stevenson stuck
on the presidential
through a two-hour session with
Illinois Democratic leaders whe
tried to talk him into changing
his mind.

Vice-President Barkley stepped
spryly into town without any hem-
ming and hawing about his own
He wants the nomina-

to his guns
nomination

latesman




