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Human Error Held Accountable

A naval board ol inquiry has been constituted
to investigate the sinking of the destroyer USS
Hobson, with loss of 176 crewmen, in a collision
with the carrier USS Wasp. Reporters, however,
quote imformed sources as attributing the acci-
dent to "human error.” In short, some one in the
chain of communication failed to pass along
word that the Wasp was turning.

From his recent experience aboard a carrier
this writer can understand how the accident oc-
curred. When planes are practicing takeoffs and
landings, the accompanying destroyer drops be-
hind. Its duty is to help rescue any pilots whose
planes may drop into the sea. The destroyer
houlds a steady position behind the carrier. The
carrier holds its nose into the wind since planes
muyst take off into the wind for greater safety.
At the end of the range allotted for the opera-
tions the carrier turns downwind, and the de-

stroyer then turns and is ahead of the carrisrl

Reverse turns are made when the carrier wants
again to head into the wind.

The captain on the bridge of the carrier is
the ene who issues the orders for the carrier's
course. A message then goes by radio or signal
to the destrover to alter its course accordingly.
In the accident last Saturday night it seems this
message wasn't delivered. In the darkness the
destroyer crossed at the carrier's bow and was
knifed so badly it sank in four minutes, trapping
men below decks.

The loss of life is greatly to be deplored—the
laber given special sanctions by statute. But eco-
nomic law is even- more powerful, and when
business reaches the limit of its capacity to raise
wages it must call for a showdown. The country
s reaching that stage in the inflationary cycle
now

Like the plague of locusts, the country will
survive this rash of shutdowns in industry. If
they put an effective brake on inflation the re-

1]
sults mav be salutary even though the cure 1is
costly to all parties concerned.
Industry doesn't pavy wages; consumers do

through their purchases. They are the ones to
moke the decision; and consumers resist further
price increases.

Barbershop Quartets
One of the polite fictions is that barbters sing.

To exploit it we have the Society for the Pre-
servation and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing. But barbers are not given to
s:inging — they don't even whistle while they

work. The hoary joke about the barber is over
his conversational ability, According to legend
he purveys the latest gossip which he can whis=-
per into the ear of his customer as he labors
with clippers, shears or razor. The ensheeted
patron can offer no resistance. But sing? Who-
ever heard a barber singing, to say nothing of a
quartet of them?

But tooting a horn, that's different. Many's
the town band which depended on the barber
to blow the alto horn. or maybe the slip trom-
bone. In the intervals between customers, which
might be long on the davs of midweek, the bar-
ber beguiled himself with practicing on his
horn. Through the open door flanked by the
striped-pole of the barber frequently could be
heard the toot-tooting as the barber kept his
lip limber and and his fingers agile with the
keys. One would run out of statistics reporting
the number of times bars of “Stars and Stripes
PFever” were wafted on the air from the town
barbershops of the nation.

No high tenor vocalizing, though, and no
reaching for the bottom in *“Asleep in the Deep,”
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not in the barbershop. All this to-do about bar=-
bershop singing is synthetic. All the shaving
these quartets do is with a safety razor.

Overruling the Majority

The communities, headed by Portland, which
are plunking for daylight saving time, show lit=-
tle regard for the decision of the people on the
clock time issue. The 1949 legislature passed a
bill to establish standard time throughout the
state, leaving, -however, the loophole that the
governor could proclaim daylight time under
certain conditions. Supporters of DST had the
bill referred to the people for a vote. The voters
upheld the bill by a vote of 277,633 to 195,319,
In spite of this, the Portland city council has
proclaimed daylight saving time and other cities
fn Oregon may pursue the same course. To heck
with the majority, in other words.

Incidentally, The Statesman opposed this bill
when it was before the people, pointing out the
confusion that might result from its complex
provisions. The people voted for it, however,
Last year they got DST and this year they don't
know what they have.

Plague of Strikes

Like a visrtation of locusts, strikes are hit¥ing
the country in essential industries, Steel workers
have walked out to shut down the big steel in-
dustry. In the Northwest the CIO lumberwork-
ers have gone on strike. Drivers for Pacific
Greyhound are still out and the lines not in
operation. Western Union is gradually resum-
ing service in spite of the walkout of its union=
ized operators. Qil workers are quitting their
jobs. Verily it's a sad and sorry picture of a
breakdown in human (industrial) relations.

The Statesman still is of the opinion the steel
companies should have accepted the recommen-
dations of the Wage Stabilization Buard,. except
as to the union shop, as a patriotic duty, even if
they didn’t like the dosage. When the govern-
ment reaches out and pulls in vouths to send

them out 10 Korea to fight commues. big industry
ought to be willing to make certain sacrifices if
required and asked of 1t by the government.

Now, we cannot well eriticize railroad brother=-
hodds for rejecting recommendations of wage-
finding boards which may not be to their liking.

The whole pattern of strikes now, however,. is
disturbing. It reveals that business is reaching a
“point of no return”—in other words that pro-
fits are shrinking in the face of rising cosgfs.
That induces resistance of business managers to
demands for wage increases and supplemental
benefits. Unions now are virtual monopolies of
greatest in the Navy in a single accident in many
vears. It illustrates anew as do so many of our
accidents, that, with all our mechanical gear,
safety still rests in large measure on the human
element.

Credit John Gunther with being both versa-
tile and daring. He has written about the “In-
sides’’ of South America. Europe and the USA,
a biography aof General MacArthur and now one
on General Eisenhower. A fluent stylist his
books are highly readable, but who else would
jump from Mac to lke in successive books?
Fortunately they are not labeled “Inside” the
generals,

Multnomah County has been the stronghold
of the Democratic party in Oregoin. Recent shifts
in party registrations there however have re-
duced the Democratic lead from 24.082 in 19350
to 16,338. That index finger points to GOP vic-
tory in November.

ower Favors States Rights in

Jidelands Issue, Slow to Pick Political Path

By JOSEPH AND

tion with the recent Senate vote

Coolness toward compulsory

-ty

“e « « A bold and courageous speech by the distinguished Senator
« » » he must have decided not to run again! . . . "

Mrs. Bruce Pickett will have to force herself if she wants to
get sore at the Salem police force next time she gets a ticket,
The other day she parked at a parking-meter near the Marion
on her way to a YWCA fund drive report
meeting. She was scratching around in her
roomy, satchel-tvpe purse for a penny or a
nickel when up comes a cop. Mrs. Pickett begs
for time to run into the hotel to get change
for the meter. But the cop gallantly digs into
his pocket, hands her a nickel and goes about
his law-enforcing way.

- L ]
& Delbert J. Ditter of Sublimity comes through
s “ with a solution to the dayvlight wvs standard
time argument. Te wit: Simply vyemove the
{ime line barrier between the West Coast and the Mountain
States—then the coast could have Mountain STANDARD time.
This would give the proponents of daylight time the extra hour
they want and Oregon would still be on standard time . .. Or—

how was that again, boy?7
L ] L -

If the situation doesn't better itself this week Portland pa-
pers are liable to find themselves up to their headlines in a labor
dispute. The trouble seems to center between management and
the Newspaper Guild over negotiations for a new contract. At
last report temper-atures were rising . .. X you've ever won-
dered where the boundary lies between the State Capitol
grounds and adj8ining Willson Park, now is the time to see it
plainly. The state's grass is nicely mowed, while the city’s stands
raggedly up to 6 inches higher.

L L ] -

The mock Republican convention at Willametts University
next week wilH probably be the first smokeless GOF conclave
held anyplace. A WU campus ruling prohibits smoking (except
under certain conditions) so the convention nominating and plat-
form sessions will take place in the clean, fagless air of the ui-
versity's gym. However, nighttime sivategy sessions, where fray-
ed nerves will scream for a drag, will be held off-campus in
traditional smoke-filled rooms.

- - ._

Martin Rounds, commercial engraver, was one of the first
confused citizens to lose a round with daylight saving time. The
other night his clock stopped, so in the morning he dialed the
phone for the time. But the time signal comes from Portland
and is daylight saving time. Rounds failed to note that, set his
clock and arrived at work one hour early. Naturally, he blamed
the whole thing on his wife.
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I;oliticul Parade

The Sfe

Valve

(Editor's note: Stories in the “Po-
litical Parade” are written by or for
the candidates, on invitation of The
Oregon Statesman, and views eXx-

ressed herein mavy or may not be

accordance with the opinion of
this newaspaper. The articles are
published in the public interest, and
without obligation on the part of

|

(Continued from page one)

higher duty. Meantime, he holds
himself aloof from the poliucal
arena, wears his uniform as a
shield from political controversy.
Thus he disturbs none of his fol- |
lowers, while at the same time |
he maddens the Taft adherents.
So in this state we have those
as far apart politically as Sen-
ator Wayne L. Morse and Rob-
ert Ormond Case both toting
the Ike banner. Nationally, we
have Morse and Senator Lodge |
who are among the “internation- |
alist” Republicans in the Senate, |
backing Eisenhower, along with
Congresman Judd, a staunch
supporter of Chiang Kai-shek
and sharp critic of the Truman-
Acheson China policy. Some
one, it Is easy to foresee, is
bound to be disappointed.

As a matter of fact, this pre-
convention campaign is not be-
ing conducted on a very rational
level. The issues before the
country, foreign and domestic,
are exceedingly grave. About
the only one who is duscussing
the issues is Senator Taft—and |
the people don't like what he
is saying, or else they don't like|
him. Republicans are asked to!
accept Eisenhower on faith; and
that apparently is what they are |
doing. |

One other factor is prominent,

W ashinigton Mirror
New Congress
Rill to Benefit
Fruit Industry

BY A. ROBERT SMITH
Statesman Correspondent
WASHINGTON The Senate
Bankine Committee this week be-
§an drafting a new defense pro- |
uction bill which authrritative i
sources believe will be hetter for }2;012!;];(:-?({;:1\9"? SSTRiaN.INE
the Northwest fruit industry than | Arrangen:wnis. have

the law now ' i nat
n on the books. | completed for a discussion of the
The committee, working in

r | terms of the contract by union of=-
closed sessions, hopes to have the | ficials and owners of the compan=-
measure readv for Senate consid- | ies. Ward Graham, secretary of
eration by mid-Mav. The bill car- | the local Teamster Union, stated
ries auu_mrn_v for continuation of | the union was “willing to discuss
warge-price-credit controls, | the contract and wages.” R. L.

A key provision of the present | Clark, manager of the companies,
controls act (section 104). which | Was not available for comment,
has hurt fruit exports, is expected | Graham stated the drivers are
to be dropped from the new bill | asking $50 guaranteed for a 60=
and replaced with less restiictive | hour week ar 48 per cent—which-
language. Section 104, enacted last | ever would be best. Under present
July, bans imports into America of | ¢ircumstances the drivers aren’t
dairy products, including cheese, | even making $1 an hour for a 60~
if those imports have the effect of | hour week,” Graham explained.
reducing U.S. production of the| Also involved in the dispute are
same commodities, | terms of vacations for drivers ac-

While giving the dairy Industry | cording to union officials,

broad protection from foreign com- |

petition, section 104 resulted ln[ . . ¢
April Building

Permits ‘Fair’

the loss of American dollars
A total of 117 building pere

Brings Salem
Taxi Strike

A dispute over wages and a new
contract was voiced by union of-
ficials as the reason for drivers
of Yellow and Capitol Taxicab
Company not going to work start-
ing at 6 p. m. Tuesday.

Agreement to the contract by
Shorty's Cab Company left them

needed by countries wishing to |
buy American commodities, in-
cluding Northwest frult. !

An official of the National Apple |
Institute cited an instance in which '

an anticipated order from France
for apples was cancelled after the

and that is the sedulously cul- U.S. clamped down on imports of

tivated propaganda that Eisen-
hower is a sure winner. It was
the chief burden of Senator
Duff's appeal for suffort of Ei-
senhower in his speech before
Oregon Republicans several|
months ago. It i3 the argument
advanced as the clincher, top-
ping off the assertion th:at Re-
publicans MUST win THIS vear
That is effective, it must be ad-

mitted. It may satisfy the par-
tisan-minded; but is a rather
sad reflection on the level of
political intelligence—that party
victory is more important tbar
determination of national policy
through choice of leadership.

In one sense the Eisenhower
popularity does reflect ofiionion
on policy. He is credited with
being international in hiz out-
lock rather than fsnlationist

That was shown in the results in |

Wisconsin and Nebraska where
the prevailing opinion seems to
be lIsclationist (and Tke last),
and in the results in the inter-
nationally - minded seaboard
states of the FEast coast which
soon will be joined by Oregon,
already conceded to be lke ter-
titorv. To that degree the Re-
publicans are voicing a prefer-
ence on policy—one which s
directly contrary to that pro-‘
scribed by the majority of Re-
publicans in the Senate.

At any rate, whatever {ts mo-
tive power, the Eisenhower |
bandwagon is rolling — toward |
Chicago and toward the White
House.

Better Enalish

By D. C. WILLIAMS

1. What is wrong with this|
sentence? “They were quite en-
thused when they reached the
final end of their journey.” |

2 What is the correct pronun-
clation of “condolence"?

3. Which one of these words ls
misspelled? Rhubarb, spagetti,
cauliflower, tomatoes.

4. What does the word
generate” (verb) mean?

ANSWERS

1. Say, “They were quite en- |
thusiastic,” and omit *final’™ 2.
Pronounce second o as in do!e.|
and accent second syllable, not
the first. 3. Spaghetti. 4. To give!
new life, strength, or vigor to. |
“One good thought instilled intoi
a man may regenerate him.”

tlr._

French roquefort cheese.

The new controls bill {s ex-
pected to reinstate wartime legis-
lation giving the dairy industry
adequate protection but not cur-
tailing normal importation of such
commaodities as specialty cheeses
from the Low Countries. Such a
modification has been endorsed by
the Northwest Horticultural
Council.

|involved alterations and

mits were issued by the Salem city
engineer's office for the month of

April. This was considered by ofe

cials of the office to be a “fair"
month.

Total evaluation for the per-
mits issued during the month was
$480,947. Of this total only $45,820
$435,127 .

| represented new buildings.

Total evaluation for the month

| of March Wwas $664,899.

. 2 : |
Controversial section 104, spon-

sorecd in the Senate by Sen. Mag-

Only one church was construct-
ed during April at a cost of

| the army’s legal services under the

[ $12,000. Dwellings listed totals at

nuson (D-Wash.), was the sub-

Joct of a repeal attemat Toct Joab 34 and an evaluation of $353,800.
iry, butl the mave was defeitled -
with the aid of the votes of (H'P-—'

gon’s Senators Guy Cordon ;md]

Wasne Marse. In the House, Rep.

Angell of Portland was the nnly

member of the Oregon delegation

to oppose the adoption of section

104 last July,

Col. Lancefield
Visits in Salem

Col. Robert 1. Lancefield, staff
judge advocate of the B8th Army,
visited his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Lynn Lancefield, and his brother,
Dr. Stuart Lancefield, in Salem
Tuesday and Wednesday prior to
returning to Korea.

Colonel Lancefield spoke last
week at a conference of army
judge advocates in Charlottesville,
Va., which reviewed operations of
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oS d SOUP
—that's

PRES-T0-LOGS

| THE ECONOMICAL, CLEAN,
CONVENIENT FUR

bone!

recently-adopted uniform code.

AZALEAS IN
BLOSSOM

EVERGREEN

~AND MOLLIS
40 VARIETIES

Get acquainted with the
new Glenn Dale and Gable
hybrids. Very hardyl

Millard Henny

BROOKS, OREGON
Drive out Highway 99 ie

e G T BN FRO M e

CAPITOL

LUMBER CO.

2860 N. Cherry Ave.
Phone 3-8862 or 24431

signs £ Miles N. of Breoks

STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON — As primary
succeeds primary, the question of
what Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower
9T is going 1o say
when he gets
home looms
daily larger and
larger. It is like
the famous
cloud that was
no bigger than
2& man's hand
on the horizon
but washed out
the _criests . of
Baal when it

got overhead.
So far, we
have been given two intimations
of the sort of line Gen. Eisen-
may take when he staris
i daomestic policy. On
the one hand,
replying to a
letter from the
Revw. Adam
Clayton Fowell
asking for his
stand on civil
rights, the Gen-
eral has written
that his mili-
tary duties
have not aliow-
ed him time to
reach a conclu-

sion on this dif-

ficult issue.

Omn the other hand, replying to
a letter from his chief Texas sup-
g:ter, Jack Porter, the General

written that “in principle” he
favers a return of the federsailly
owned #deland oil resources to
the states.

The Eisenhower letier on the
tidelanids oil problem was care-
fuliy phrased. It pointed out that
he kad previously expressed ap-
proval of state owmership of the
tidelands “at semi-public din-

ners—in Texas and elsewhere.”
It also pointed out the Federal
govemmment's duty to prevent
“unfair exploitation of national

urces.” But these Eisenhower
encralities take on much great-
er

meaning if read in conjunc-

on the oil companies’ bill which
would require the Federal gov-
ernment to give the tidelands to
the states without further ado.

The three most conspicuous
Eisenhower rooters in the Sen-
ate, Henry Cabot Lodge and
Levereit Saltonstall, of Massa-
chusetis, and James Duff, of
Pennsylvania, were all absent

from the floor when the roil call

was read en this bill. Nonethe-
less, all three took the trouble to
have themselves recorded as
favorable to the e¢il companies’
states’ righis side of the argu-
maent. Furthermore, this repre-
sented a definite change of heart
by at least one of the three Sen-

ators.
The practical reason for this
curious phenomenon was the

Texas delegation. The faction of
Sen. Robert A. Taft had been
passing the word in Texas that
Gen. Eisenhower was ‘“wrong on
tidelands.” The strong Eisenhow-
er hope of garnering a good nume
ber of Texas delegates were
therefore growing sadly dim.
Hence the most solid evidence
was needed that the General
would take what almost all Tex-
ans regard as the right line on
this issue.

This episode is & good symbel
of the price that is paid. over
and _over, .in many _different
forms, and by both the major
parties, for our peculiar system
of choosing Presidential candi-
campalgns,

What gives the episode special
interest is simply the contrast
between the Eisenhower letter
about the tidelands, and the Eis-
enhower letter, so cool and dis-
tant, about civil rights. In inter-
preting these signs ome might
throw in for good measure the
recent declaration of the Com-
mittee for Economic Develop-
ment (of which Gen. Eisenhower
is a member), favoring @& nation-
al sales tax to raise additional
revenue for defeuse purposes.

civil righta legislation and ap-
proval of siate owmnership of the
tidelands are what may be call-
ed cHaracieristic right-wing at-
titudes to current American poli-
tics. So too is the approval of a
sales tax, just voiced by Gen.
Eisenhower's associates although
not by the General himself. And
the great gquestion about what
Gen. Eisenhower is going to say
when he geis home may be more
realistically rephrased: “How far
to the right is Gen. Eisenhower

going to go?”

As the tidelands case shows,
Republican pre-convention poli-
tics may tend to push the Gen-
eral pretty far to the right. The
broad mass of dominant Repub=
licang are very conservative
people. At Chicago, the General
will be better able to make in-
roads on Sen. Robert A, Taft if
he and the Qhio Senator seem to
agree on domestic policy while
differing on foreign policy.
it Eisenhower is nominated, a
strongly conservative domestic
policy will also increase the Gen-
eral's already excelient chance
of carrying several Southern
states.

In short, the temptation te be
strongly _conservative _will _be
considerable. But if the General
yields too completely to these
temptations, the penalties can be
even heavier. The same streng
conservativism which will appeal
in the South will quite inevitably
disenchant many Northerm vol-
ers, in states like New York for
example, whe are mow pro-Eis-
emhower.

Clumsy handling of this deli-
cate problem might even expaose
the General to defeat, although
the polls now show that nearly 60
per cent of the Amesican people
want him for President. For all
these reasons, the strategists of
the Eisenhower movement are
almost using micrometers, at the
moment, in order to locate the
exact midle of the political road.
If they- have their way, this is
where the General will take his
stand

Anyone.)
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Today's Subject:
JAMES NICHOLSON
Candidate for
CITY COUNCIL (WARD I)

James H. Nicholson has lived
in Salem all of his life and grad-
uated from the University of
Oregon in 1939 B e
with a Bache- #
lor of Science .
Degree. :

Following
g r a duation he
entered the in-

surance busi-
ness with his
father, the late
James H. Nich- §
olson, who aliso & =
served as al- = Beer<iip
derman from J. H. Nicholson |
the first ward for a period of
12 years.

Following his return frorn‘
three and one half years with|
the Army Air Forces, the pres- |
ent alderman continued the firm
of James H. Nicholson, Inc., and
was elected as alderman from |
the first ward at the inception
of the city manager form of
municipal government. He has
served six years in this capacity
and during this period of serv-
jce he has attempted to influ-
ence the enactment of legisla-
tion which best serve the major-
ity of the citizens of Salem and
Ward I.

His voting record during this
six year period on the city coun-
cil will reflect the sincerity of
his convictions and if is with this
thought that he again seeks re-
election to the city council from
Ward 1.

Nicholson feels the city should
encourage the establishment of
new industry and the expansion
of present industry so far as
compatible with sound business
practices. He believes Salem’s
growth and progress assured
because of the natural factors
of a fine climate and stable ag-
ricultural conditions, and that

URGES MORE REGISTRARS

To the Editor:
In reply to

“more inducement

voter registration.”
1 believe one of the faults lies

your editorial
needed for

with the county clerk’'s office in|

not proyiding enough permanent
registrars about the city and
county.

Thanks to the League of Wom-
en Voters and a few others there
was a concerted effort for a week
to get registration in the city and
a few registrars were appointed
temporarily.

The registrar in the Hollywood
district was stopped by the coun-

;‘ It)' clerk a week before registration

closed—the one week it should
have been open.

I know there were over a hun-
dred people who tried to register

here in Hollvwood that week and |

were stopped from doing so.
Why not have permanent reg-
Istrars in zll fire stations as some
progressive cities do”
P. W. HALE
Salem, Ore.

Honorable B. F. Ramp
One Hundred years
Of gracious gaving!
One Hundred years
Of Noble Living!
Student of Political Economy.
Statesman!
Teacher!
God Be With You
Meet Again!
Lovingly,
Florence Matthes,
Lake Labish

'Till We

In 1804, Alexander Hamilton,
then governor of New York, was
killed in a duel at Weehauken,
N.J., with Aaron Burr, then vice
president of the United States.

with increased power and irri-

gation plus the prospects of
natural gas there is no limit to

|

the prosperity which can be|
achieved. l

If Your Home Burned Tonight . . .
Would You Wake Up IN TIME?

There’s No Need to Wonder — You Can Be Sure.

The amazing new GARDSMAN fire detector and alarm will wake you

in case of fire.

@ Specially designed for home use

@ Requires no installation - no maintenance costs

® Does not depend upon electricity for operation
® Factory guaranteed without regard to time.

You carry fire insurance to protect against loss of property, but what protection do you
have against the loss of your LIFE and the LIVES of your loved ones in that very same fire?

THE GARDSMAN COSTS ONLY $22.50

CALL NOW FOR FULL PARTICULARS ABOUT THIS SENSATIONAL LIFE SAVING DEVICE,

ALSO SOLD BY:

Four Corners Fire Dept.

PLUNBIHC -HEATING
279 M COMMERCIAL 8T




