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~ Reviewer Finds 'Sublimity’ and

" If's Author an Interesting Pair
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always a pleasant task. Some told me to let the dead rest in peace—
that they didn’t want anything told about their grand-daddy.”

“Well, what would you say was the hardest thing to find?” I
gueried.

He smiled. “Yes, there was one time when I just had to get a
certain date to make certain facts jibe, but search as I might, I j
could not get a lead on anything. In despergtion, 1 drove out into the
Sublimity countryside one morning and scouted around until I found
an old tumble-down barn. I had once been told it was very ancient
and had some history connected with it. In the roofless interior, I dis-
covered a cupboard in one corner which looked somewhat intact. It
was papered on the inside with old newspapers. I peeled off one lay-
er; nothing yet, but below was another; so I pulled off the second one
carefully, and there on the third layer was the date and place I was
searching for.”

Historical Author Faces Arduous Task

Then ] asked to see some of these interesting reécords. For the first
time, I got an inkling of what a task confronts the historical author
before he can even hope to start writing. Even in 2 humble reporter’s
work “gathing the dope” far outmeasures the writeup, but this was
that situation magnified hundreds of times. '

There were stacks of old letters, photos, néwspaper clippings,
manuscripts, bits of information supplied by friends and relatives,
others gleaned from chance acquaintances, facts dug out of libraries
In many cities, and personal archives from far and near.

An especially interesting bit was a questionnaire filled out by
Sister Cecilia Boedigheimer, a §0-year-old nun of the Sublimity eoun-
try, shortly before she died. |

Not quite satisfied, I asked the sixty-four-dollar question, “What
do you do with your spare time?” L

“Oh, I've been working with ancient manuscripts for years—13th
and 15th century stuff; it’s sort of hard to read, but fascinating. It is
astounding to find how much work went into a book in those days
before printing presses when practically a lifetime or more went into
the making of just one book—all done by hand.” |

Then he went on to tell me he had once been an editor and taught
history for many years. He had written several other books. One, a
history of philosophy, published in New York, had made the best-
seller brackets in 1948, |

“And how did you acquire this wide interest in books?” I asked.

Travel Stimulated Interest in Writing

“It all began with travel and study abroad. | spent three years
in European universities and libraries. You get the atmesphere of
history that way. It comes natural after that, I have been traveling
ever since—Canada and the U. 8, east, south and north.”

And now appears this book—“Sublimity, the Story of An Oregon
Countryside”—in which Mark Schmid has set down for posterity the
beauty history of the town of his boyhood. In'his preface he tells
that Sub ty is apparently the only town in the world by that name
and also how the rare beauty of the valley with its surrounding hills
l.l;‘: mountains inspired John Denny, one of the founders, to give it

name, :

The book, perhaps the first local history about Marion county
since Down's “History of the Silverton Country,” supplies many little
known facts about the eastern part of Marion county. It covers the
period from 1850 to 1850, and the various people and religions that
succeeded each other, i !

Sublimity College Once Beat Willaﬁ:ette )

Few people know that Sublimity was a 'thriving little city and
the political center for 1,500 people as far back asithe Civil war, that
it was the home of Sublimity college, and that in those early days it
had a baseball team that defeated Willamette university.

The author, in 160 pages, also touches on many facts of other
Oregon settlements that give that intimate and human-interest con-
tact with our early settlers that far outweighs the more abstract in-
terest aroused by the general histories of the state.

The book mentions that the Oregon Statesman was the only
newspaper available to the pioneers of these Jarh in those early
days. And it was The Statesman of Dec. 22, 1858, which announced
the grand opening of Sublimity college.

Added features of the book are rare old maps and 20 pictures of
early scenes and the beautiful valley itself.
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Fire Interrupts
Ticket Selling
For Firemen

on Liberty road interrupted Lib-
erty-Salem Heights firemen Mon- |

selling tickets for the department’s
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. Close Call for George and His Dad

be held at Middle Grove school
Friday, November 16, from 7 to
8:20 p.m.,
ing of a colored film, “Oregon and
its natural resources”. At # p.m,,
the Middle Grove Associated clubs
will hold a business meeting.

Fruitland—The missionary soci-
ety of the Fruitland E. U.B.
church will meet at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, November 15, at the church
annex. Mrs, Carl Connet of Al-

bany will be guest speaker.

Amity — The Amity Women's
Civic Improvement club will meet
at 2 p.m. Thursday, November 185,
at the Methodist church, It will be
Booster Day and every member
is expected to bring a guest. “Hol-

. V. N

Grage Glahn, Olice Wood and G.
B. Abraham.

Middle Grove—Boy Scout com-
mitteemen of Middle Grove troop
42 will meet Wednesday night,
November 14, at the home of Ted
Kuenzi,

Dallas—The Dallas WCTU un-
fon will meet Friday, November
16, at the home of Mrs., Harry
Markwart, 607 Hayter st. All in-
ferested in the work are invited
to attend.

SALLY NOLAN HEADS CLUB

BROOKS — A fourth - grade
health club has been organized
at the Brooks school, known as
“Health for Happiness” club. Of-
ficers elected were Sally Nolan,
president; Candice Ramp, vice
president; Michael Hawley, secre~
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