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An Editor’s Report Portland.
Paul C. Smith, editor of the San Francisco
Chronicle, is back from a tour round the world.
It wasn't a sight-seeing tour, but a fact-finding
tour. Smith is open-eyed and open-minded so
his conclusions command attention. Thus when
he says, as he did in a speech in his home city
on his return that the “inexorable direction and
motion of forces in Asia will result in the ulti-
mate full adoption of the MacArthur program,”
critics of that program sit up and listen. Smith
also thinks these forces eventually will bring
about full support of Chiang Kai-shek’'s army.

Smith visited with MacArthur in Tokyo, in
fact went with the latter on his last trip to
Korea, and admits “revising his estimate” of the
general after his visit. He also spent some time
on Formosa and studied the nationalist military
strength. He reported that Chiang’s government
there has been completely reorganized and as-
serted it was “honest and efficient as it now
stands.” He gave gfeater credit for the military
potential of Chiang’s forces than most author-
ities do, and asserted that with red China en-
gaged in Korea and involved somewhat in Indo- |
China its “big soft midriff” is wide open, “and
athwart that midriff is Formosa.”

At Tehran he saw “the consequences of inep-
titude and indecision,” but found at Eisenhow-
er's headquarters in Paris “incurable optimism
—and I believe in that optimism.” His conclu-
sion from his global circuit was that “we are
in the big struggle—the war has been going on
already for several years.”

tougher. He says

ough training.

False Maturity |

Brig. Gen, Puller of the marines strikes a
tough pose as he returns from combat in Korea.
He wants our military training to be much

We publish this summary of Smith’s report
because it does give the view of an able ob-
server of independent mind. That does not con-
vince us that the MacArthur program is correct,
but rather that in visiting the immediate theatre
of action Smith has seen problems through the
regional rather than global fieldglasses. Had he

spent. more time in Washington talking with
Marshall and Bradley his conclusions might

have been altered.
We.are involved in a struggle which may

This route would give a short, fast highway
between Portland and the state capital.
~ Whether this project will receive precedence
over widening 99E between Salem and New Era
awaits decision by the commission, which doubt-
less will want to have estimates of cost on both
projects before coming to a conclusion. :
As a consistent friend of the Wilsonville cut-
off The Statesman is pleased to have it advanced
for study and for possible early completion, but
is quite willing to accept the verdict of the com-'
mission, based on survey reports of its engi-
neers, as to the timing of the work. {

“Throw all these girls out of the camps. Get
rid of the ice cream and candy. Give 'em beer
and whisky—that'll help some. Get some pride
in them. Tell them they're men — they don't
need ice cream and candy.”

War is a grim business and men must be
toughened physically and mentally for combat
duty. But liquors are by no means essential to
toughness, nor are sweets in reasonable ration
any softener of strength. Some of the best sol-
diers have been quiet, godfearing men — like be
Sergeant York of World War I fame. General D
Puller’s program sounds like providing a false x
- maturity instead of a toughness based on thor-

The Iranian flareup certainly is discouraging
te Point Four hopes of stimulating development
through foreign loans and investments. Until
there is political stability in the world much so ¥
called foreign investment is just speculation.

The house committee’s new tax bill would in-
crease the excise tax on golf balls from ten to
fifteen per cent. What, no golfers in congress?

continue for many years. We may have as Ad-
miral Sherman suggests, a series of “little wars"
such as Britain had when it was policeman for

Editorial Comment

the world. If we keep our heads however we
ought to be able to contain and in time put out
the spot fires and prevent a world conflagration.

New Route for Highway North

Assignment for study of a new location for
Highway 99E from the vicinity of Hayesville
school north of Salem to the Wilsonville cutoff
north of Hubbard is a step toward realization
of a route long dreamed of by the highway
eéngineers. In the traffic survey for Salem pre- '
pared by the highway depariment under girec-
tion of Engineer Baldock this comment appears:

“Present surveys indicate that, at such time
in the future as the express highway is built
between Salem and Portland by way of Wilson-
ville it will follow west of the Southern Pacific
railway to point near the Hayesville school
north of Salem. It may then be feasible to build
an approach to Salem’s civic center from Hay-
esville school along a route parallel to the Ore-
gon Electric, thence south to Commercial and
Liberty streets.” :

What the highway commission has done, ac-

rocket.

strétch between the two points noted above.
This would be a freeway, four lanes wide. It
would connect with the present section which
runs from the underpass north of Hubbard to
within about a mile of Wilsonville. The study .
must also embrice completion of the gap, in-
cluding bridges over the Willamette and Tuala- |
tin rivers to connect with the freeway which
runs on to join 99W on the hill southwest of

cording to the statement of Chairman Ben R. mlm%mm
dl ~mi w
Chandler is to authorize survey for the 18-mile "

LUNAR FILLING STATION

Though no space ship has yet been built, no one
seems to doubt that some day man will be able to
escape the gravitational clutch of the earth and
brave the perils of space. Here, for example, is An-
thony J. Nerad, a General Electric Research scien-
tist, who tells the New York Section of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society that a voyage to the Moon is
a “marginal possibility” provided a rocket is used
that can drop empty fuel containers. His “marginal
possibility™ refers to fuels. The fact is that no fuel
has yet been developed that will take a man to the
Moon and back. Hence the growing
atomic energy. Mr, Nerad thinks that with atomic
fuel a speed of sixty-two miles a second might be
achieved but at a cost that would run into the mil-
lions even for a flight as limited as that of a V-2
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interest in

Such considerations do not curb the rocketeers.
Not so long ago G. V. E. Thompson of the British

. Interplanetary Society, aware of the difficulties that
restrain Mr. Nerad, boldly proposed the conversion
of the Moon first into a filling station for space
ships, later as a steppingstone to “interplanetary

. colopization.” Like other rocketeers, Mr. Thompson
is undaunted by the lack of air on the Moon. Suit-

: able clothing and portable oxygen tanks will over-
come that difficulty. In fact, Mr. Thompson sees no

uired.

degraded when their water was harnessed to
the turbines of a huge hydroelectric plant? Mr.
. Thompson's proposals are tinged with romance, yet

core. Out

Iearus came the air-
realities of to-
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Iranian Oil Dispute Seen as Possible Fuse

In Middle East Blowup Incited by Soviets

in their wild career,

For example, after the murder
of Gen. Razmara and the first
nationalization ' vote, the order

Alsop
LONDON, May 25 — Although
the American and British policy
makers are plainly a bit vague
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way out that some
in both the state department and
the foreign office are now mum-
bling about. This is the plan to
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We knew this would happen soon—Psychologists will soon
attached to staffs of various federal agencies in Washington,
C., and most states. Matter of fact the U.S. civil service com-
mission has opened examinations for the jobs
—(wonder who examines psychologists to see
if they are fit for federal services). The civil
service commission didn't say just where the
psychologists would start work but there should
be plenty of agencies and some members of
congress to give the head thumpers lots of

work.
- - -

George Mitchell of Salem is the proud
winner of a prize for having caught the
y biggest (and smallest) ling cod last week
in the Yaquina Bay Ling Cod derby at Newport, which con-
tinues until the end of June . . . Even though George’s fish
weighed 8 pounds, 10 ounces it was one of the smallest of *
the season. It was even smaller than the 10 pound, 6 cunce
infant cod hauled in by a Eugene lady who won the wom-
en’s division.
L L 3 L ]

A' red hot bulletin from the water heater division of the Gas
Appliance Manufacturers association announces the GAMA has
;aunched a “nation wide ‘health-for-strength’ campaign, stress-
ing the pgrticular need for physical fitness and reduction of dis-
ease during the national emergency.” . . . In other words if you
keep your water hot and gas down you’ll become a healthy
American. i

- - L ]

J. T Russell, the sage of Sweet Home, writes that the log-
gers in that area are having a heck of time. “Last winter it
was too much snow,” says J. T. “Comgs April and low hum-
idity chases them out of the woods. And in May the rains
pour down making the roads too soft. It’s either too cold,
too wet, or too dry for the logger. No wonder he heaves a
sigh as the weeks and months drift by and living expenses
‘go higher and higher.”

. & »

Joseph S. Bonawitz, appliance manager of Roberts Bros., is
one of 10 Oregon Philco products salesmen (350 from other
states) who leave today on a two-week trip to Honolulu. Trips
were won by the men for sales turned in. All those men going
to the_in]and of palm trees, grass skirts and Oona Oona and not
one wife trailing along . . . wheeeee!

Voting Record Shows Oregon

Delegation Diligent in Voting

WASHINGTON, May 25 - ~ The 82nd Congress hasn
bmkmmrecad-hmdn:c&)'&hutmm by

been applying ves diligently in voting on issues befére them.
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:}Jen the door to its “world rev~
ution.”

In the conflict with Russia
there are two fronts—the mili-
tary and the politico-economic.
On the one, failure to produce
strength could be fatal. On the
other, failure to maintain strength
couldbcjusﬁu{ntal.
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So the fight will be over the
point at which they must bal-

misspelled? J
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4. What does the word “pas-
mean?

s

AL
; o ‘i{ i"‘ .'._. -

E!

|

3
!
[Eg

]
a
Pg

j
E%
E )

T
:

:
:
i

:
:

I
|
4
i

3
g

4
Al
I
3

|
E

|

.
i
i

e
' 4
il
ity &
Bg

EFR

]
f:
i
sﬁsiigg

CHICAGO, May
of the wheat-for-India bill by the
house set off a broad
movement in grains on the
of trade today.

The market opened firm, reflect-
ing the action of the. .house late

, and it continued to

climb throughout most of the ses-
sion. Wheat paced the upturn and
its final prices were just about at
the day’s .
old crop soybean
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