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More Power for Aluminum

Secretary of the Interior Chapman has ap-
proved an allocation of power 1o the Aluminum
company for construction of a new alumina re-
ducing plant in, central Washington. The 120,000
kw would be available from the planned expan-
sion of the Rock Island dam on the Columbia
below Wenatchee. Bonneville Power adminis-
tration has made contingent allocation of pow-
er for another alumina reduction plant in the
northwest. This power would have to come from
pew generating plants. _

The northwest is happy to have this industrial
expansion but we are worried over the absorp-
tion of so much of our generating capacily by
alumina plants. They furnish a minimum of jobs
in respect to the quantities of power they con-
sume. Light industry would employ more per-
sons and the value of the product would be
much greater. If our new power is to be sucked

i up for production of aluminum ingots most of

which are shipped elsewhere for rolling and
fabrication then the opportunities for light in-
dustry are restricted. We'll always be power
hungry if with every new dam aluminum plants
come in fo contract for the firm power.

Henry Kaiser is taking his new aluminum
plant to Louisiana where natural gas will ve
used for fuel for power. But electric energy is
preferred and the sight of dams a-building in
the northwest is the lure for metal reduction
plants. What we need to do is to stimulate in-
dustries here which use aluminum and process
it into the myriad of items that go into trade.
That 'way ‘we will get a second industry out of
the power-aluminum combination.
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Religion of Communism

The conversion of communism into a veritable
religious faith has frequently been noted. Sel-
dom however has it been documented as neatly
#s in this sentence from the report of the CP
ecentral committee in Czechoslovakia justifying
the purge now in progress there:

“We shall prove that there is a place in the

party only for those who in the most holy man-

® ner love the Soviet Union, the Communist Par-
ty of Bolsheviks and Comrade Stalin.”

There it is: love “in the most holy manner.
And note that the loyalty is not to Czechoslo-
wvakia nor to the communist party of that coun-
try, but exclusively to Russia, the party there
and to Comrade Stalin. Anything else is heresy,
punished in the way that heritics were punish-
ed long ago.

They are doing quite a job of it in Czecho-
slovakia, the country emerging from World War
I which set up a successful economy and dem-
ecratic form of government.*Ex-Foreign Minis-
ter Viadimir Clementis is under arrest for be-
Ing a deviationist and 169,544 persons have been
dropped from CP rolls,

How much suppression will people stand be-
fore they revolt?

Protection for Animals

The humane society people are interested in
a series of bills HBs 258-261 to strengthen laws
for protection of animals. They would make
abandoning an animal or pet a misdemeanor:
require permission of the state game commis-
sion for confining a wild animal on the road-
lide:_ ban leading an animal by motor vehicle:
require persons to take appropriate care of an
snmimal he has struck with his motor vehicle.

These measures do not attract great public
attention yet they are important. When an ani-

mal is abused a torrent of protest is easily stir-:

red up. We need adequate laws to protect our
animals and the legislature should consider these
measures carefully and sympathetically, |

What Goes Up

Senator Rex Eiiis said in a meeting of the sen-
ate highway committee he favored the bill au-
thorizing issuance of bonds for highway purposes
because inflation will make it possible to pay
off the bonds with 50-cent dollars.

The senator may be wrong on his timing.
What we would be borrowing are 50-cent dol~-
lars (in terms of 1940). And deflation might
call for repayment with 100-cent dollars, The
elevator of purchasing power of money runs in
both directions.

Postal employes have long been noted for
their integrity. Considering the vast volume of
mail they handle their dereliction is infrequent.
What cases do occur of dishonesty are usually
individual and sporadic. Recently though from
opposite sides of the continent have come re-
ports of ganging up to defraud the government.
In Boston employes were collecting wages for
time not served by the simple device of having
some working employe record the absentee's
card on the time clock. This conspiracy involv=
ed a number of employes. And at Vancouver,
Wash. 14 employes and ex-employes were ar-
rested for conspiring to rent automobiles to the
government at excessive costs. Evidently the
money-grabbing instiinct is getting the better of
the traditional high level of honor among civil
service employes. Perhaps the news about fur
coats in Washington and tHe shower of govern=
ment checks in the way of political pap en-
courages these lapses from honesty.

Senator Magnuson, Washington democrat, led
the fight before a house appropriations com-
mittee against linking the Columbia river pow=
er system with Cglifornia. Representative Hal-
mes, republican, from Washington and several
citizens from that state joined in the protest.
Two represented the state Columbia basin come
mission and one the Washington PUDs. They
claim the northwest has no surplus power for
export and that there would be a 30 per cent
loss in transmission. This is about the first time
that the public ownership crowd in Washington

has crossed with the public ownership crowd in . §

the interior department which is pushing for the
tie-line.

Russia has announced another price cut in
commodities, and contrasts this with fabulously
rising prices in the USA. It is evidently true
that Russia is making progress in building up
its production of eonsumer goods, and that may
be an indication tl:mt it is not planning on wag-
ing war. The Russian living standard was so
low that the rulers had to move to satisfy the
soldiers as they came home from the west where
they had seen things in the shops in Poland,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia—and traded for wat=
ches with the Yanks.

President Truman says the supply of coins in
circulation is getting dangerously low. He should
have added that the supply of currency is get-
ting dangerously high.

‘The medium of exchange in Washington po-
litics covers a wide range from deep freeze
lockers to keep things cool to mink coats to keep
the ladies warm.'
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Decision on Soviet Plan for Unified Germany

By Stewart Alsop

WASHINGTON, March 2 — A
nightmare is beginning to haunt
those principally responsible for

American for- communi
eign policy. For
it iz now t

be that the
Kremlin will

Germany. But recently, East Ger-
man Communist - Chief Otto
Grotewohl suddenly switched the
line, more than hinting that the
would welcome free,
secret elections throughout Ger-
many as a basis for forming =
united government,

Grotewohl acted, of course, on
specific instructions from the
Kremlin. And Gmtewoglr';h line

German settlement on such terms

are obvious

more restive than ever before. It
would mean the loss to Russia
of the vital Erzegebirge uranium
mines in East Germany. A really
secret vote would mean an over-
whelming defeat of the East Ger-
man communist regime, and a
deadly blow at Soviet world pres-
tige. Finally, it would mean a
pro-western, or at least strongly

.knoctﬂnmrl;ht out from . eanti-communist, all-German gov-
under American foreign policy. ernment, and however “neutral-
The evidence is increasingly iIzed” might be, it is
strong that the Soviets will pro- almost unimagineable that the
forthcoming foreign mlnﬁh;“:' risk. p
éonference. This evidence takes i @19 e
various forms, such as dispatches For these reasomns and others,
at-m.m-ullqmw it is bdl;v:d that any Sowviet
that a2 German
T AR e

cupation troops and the perman-
ent demilitarization of Germany
would, it is feared, cause the
western European defense effort,
now just getting under way un-
der Gen. Eisenhower’s leadership,
to crumble into nothingness.

Yet even if the Kremlin only
seemed ready to offer a reason-
able settlement involving the
withdrawal of the Red army to
the Russian frontiers, the offer
would be almost unbearably
tempting to the Germans, the
French, the British, and even fo
many Americans. It might throw
the whole western alliance into
an uproar of bitter mutual re-
crimination, causing the alliance
to fall apart.

. @ -

This is why the internal de-
bate now going on is so vitslly
important. One school of thought,
particularly in the Pentagon, be-
lieves any German settlement at
this time, on any terms, disas-
trous. This school would attempt
to forestall the Kremlin with a
prior American proposal for a
German settlement, festooned
with conditions which the Sov-
fets would not conceivably ac-
cept. Yet any diplomatic device
s0 obvious and so clumsy might
itself split the allies, by convinc-
ing the Europeans that the Unit-
ed States was interested only in
war. t

Another, smaller school ' of
thought believes that
re-armament should be

as

bargaining counter; that it is”
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A touching note in the mail—"Dear CTD: Can you answer
this $64 question? Now that our city council has dug up encugh

to widen Mission street, so as to provide parking for a couple
_ of hundred cars a dozen or so times a year,
wonder how long if will take to find a few
dollars to put a street thru Bush park and
allow everyone to enjoy it. Particularly a few
thousand of us who live southward between
High and the railroad and must scramble thru
heavy traffic on narrow streets several times
a day to and from our homes?—E."” , . . Dear
E: Search me.

- - L ]

Bennett Cerf, publisher, author, col-
umnist and humorist may have confirmed
some horrible suspicions lurking in the minds of his Salem
audience Thursday might when he noted that (1) Walter
Winchell is a blabbermouth, (2) Americans need a sense of
humor, (3) Columnists are the curse of the nation, and (4)
Bennett Cerf likes to talk.

If Bennett had talked much longer a good portion of his list-
eners would have come away blind — from peering at_him
through that peculiar lighting situation in Salem high- school
auditorium . . . Because of his popularity as a lecturer the Amer-
ican Association of University Women had a hard time getting
Cerf here. _ -

- - -

Anent the recent complaint made to Salem city council
regarding juvenile fag-fiends . .. A former officer said that
of all the teen - age kids he had picked up for smoking in
Salem—almost half were inhaling with their parents’ con-
sent. A heavy percentage of these schoolboy puffers were in
the 12 to 14 age group, too. And, he said, he received far
more burns from parents than from the kids he nabbed.

= - - -

The decrease in passenger trade because of the Greyhound
strike was felt at the Salem depot several days before the actual
driver walkout. The very hint of a possible transportation strike
is enough to cause a good many potential long-distance riders
to stay home until it's all over or go by canoe.

5. Wh beginning
Better English it 1 Dist wisens “maolect
1. What is wrong with this

lne”?
sentence? “We have hopes of it
succeeding.”
2. What is the correct pronun-
ciation of “auxiliary”?

+ ANSWERS
1. Say, “We have hope of lis
succeeding.” 2. Pronounce og-zil-
ya-ri, @ as in of, both ¥'s as in I,
accent on second syllable. 3.
Reminiscence. 4. That which of-
A 2 ce. fers security. “The church offers
4. What does the word *“pal-. a palladium to all conscientious

ladium"” mean? - people.” 5. Lineage. .

GRIN AND BEAR IT

Skeptical
Diplomacy
‘New to U. S.

By J. M. Roberts, jr.
AP Foreign Affairs Analyst

The United States is putting
unusual emphasis this time on
its skepticism that any good can
result from the 3 = —"
forthcoming ne- :
gotiations with
Russia. %

Heretofore the _
state depart- °
ment, while giv-
ing off ample °
hints of its feel- &
ings, has enter-
ed into the four-
power confer-
ences relatively
dead pan. Now |
it is made clear officially that the
American delegation is going to
Paris mierely to see if Russia
might possibly come up with
something negotiable. «There is
an old saying that if you don't
expect anything, then you won't

-  get your specs broken.

The state department also has
to consider the fact that, after
every failure of one of these con-
ferences to bring peace any near-
er, there is always a renewed
public demand to “get tough,”

and for a preventive war. Right

now the diplomats prefer a per-
jiod in which American military
strength can have a chance to
catch up with commitments be-
fore new ones u;e mnd. e,
L ] -

Not that the western delega-
tions to the preliminary confer-
ence which opens in Paris Mon-

proposals.
. They want to talk about pos-
sible reduction of Russia’s armed
forces, about an end to the Rus-
sian provocations which have
forced the west to divert, into
the effort and re-

The Russians, meanwhile, are
expected to shoot two arTows
into the air. The main effort, of
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(Continued from page one.)

they are needed to make price-
fixing work,

The animal population in the
country is large except for sheep.
There is an abundance of feed to
fatten animals and. crop pros-
pects are good for this time of

high
mangd rather than to any short-
age in supply. Full employment
at good wages always is reflect-
ed in big consumption of meats.
As long as they continue prices
of meat will be relatively high.

However it should be possible to
maintain price schedules and
avold black markets with the
quantity of livestock that is in
sight for this year. -

The present confusion soon
may be cleared up and the reg-
ular’ petition, “Give us this day
our daily . . . meat” be satisfac-
torily answered,

Safety

Valve

rices are due to high de-

_ Collection for
N in Korea
To the Editor:

In variou® parts of the world,
men, women, and children are
freezing to death, right now. An
estimated 100,000 people will

freeze in Korea alone, this year. ]

Also, -there are many people
right here in Marion county who
could use our help.

Wesley Fellowship, of the First
Methodist church, has a concern
about this problem. Wesley be-
lieves a fine way to help would
be to have a “City Wide™ used
clothes drive. This Sunday eve-
ning, March the 4th, approxim-
ately 100 Willamette university
students (members of Wesley)
will & at the doors of many
homes m in Salem, asking for
your “Act for Peace” in the form
of used clothes for freezing peo-
ple in Korea,

If your home is not contacted,
I challenge you to act in accord-
ance with your ideals and hopes
for peace, and your bundle
of clpthes to the Methodist
church, corner of Church and

" State streets in downtewn Salem,

next week, March 4-11,
This is not a denominational

ian

wor for the peace and the
bmtmoodotallmnkind.Ym
donation will be sent through
Church World Service, to Korea.

Paul Jewell

were to end there would be those
that would say I told you -so.
Would like to say this, that
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George Hull, 65, one of
ers of the Salem Smoke
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