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Western officlals are closely examining wisps of evidence to sup-
rt a growing hunch that the three top men of the Politburo have
c:en sharpening their contest for Joseph Stalin’s mantle as they eye
his faltering health.
A number of developments are belng locked upon as signs and
portents of things to come—and some observers lean heavily to the
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otov will come out on the short
end.

There are indications, such as
the omission of theilr names in
Soviet press accounts of Moscow
doings, that the power twins of
the politburo—Georgi Maxmilian-
ovitch Malenkov and Lavrenty
Pavlovitch Beria—have been away
from -the capital on important
business.

Talking to Stalin

This twosome apparently have
been getting the master's ear at
his Sukhumi vilwa on the Black
sea, where the Soviet leader habit-
ually hibernates for long winter
periods. Stalin, not poted in the
past for paying much attention to
his subordinates’ ideas, may be
listening intently now and think-
ing of his own place in history.

Stalin's health is a taboo sub-
ject for the Soviet press, but it
reported, just a year ago, Stalin’s
own statement that his doctors
would not allow him to take a long
trip—that is, to go outside the So-
viet orbit to meet President Tru-
man.

At 71, Stalin apparently is aware
he cannot long sustain the iron
grip which he has held on his
subordinates—that he, like Lenin
before him, has become a legend
that will be manipulated by him
who wields sufficient power,
Powerful Pair

Malenkov and Beria are a for-
midable combination controlling
the police system and the com-
munist party apparatus. They
were missing from the important
anniversary celebration of the
Bolshevik revolution November
7. It is a safe bet they were with
Stalin.

Fretful thoughts may have oc-
curred to Molotov as he attended
the celebration at the Bolchoi the-
ater. It may have occurred to
him that despite the preeminent
position he held so long, the man-

younger and more vigorous Mal-
enkov,

Molotov is the man credited by
most diplomatic observers with
being the architect of the present
Soviet policy—constant, belliger-
ent pressure against the west;
bold, aggressive action.

Malenkov, for all his ruthless-
ness, is a realist and an apostle
of caution. Like Stalin, under
whose personal guidance he grew
to power in the USSR, Malen-
kov is a strong believer in the
consolidated position, the careful
advance. This would be a present
day parallel of the Stalin slogan
of “Socialism in one country.” It
has in it the seeds of a possible
new internal upheaval.

Struggle Forecast

Many foreign office people
abroad long have clug to the be-
lief that when Stalin died, the
pattern of the Trotzky-Stalin
struggle for power which followed
Lenin's death would be repeated.

Behind the new speculation of a
developing struggle inside the So-
viet Union are these events:

1. The return of Georgi Zhu-
kov, the Soviet Union's hero of
Berlin. After World War IT and
a period as Berlin commandant,
Zhukov sank into obscurity. Many
thought he was in disgrace. His
fdeas conflicted with Molotov's
aggressive policy. Zhukov stood
for cooperation with the west. At
one time Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-
hower said he wished there were
more generals like Zhukov,

Zhukov was prominently pres-
ent on the dais June 12 at the
opening of the U.S.S.R. supreme
Soviet, an event noted in the west
with raised eyebrows. Malenkov,
Beria and Molotov all were there.
That was two weeks before the
North Korean aggression.
Pesition Unknown

Although U. 8. intelligence
sources speculate that Zhukov is
now helping direct the Chinese
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the highest places, apparently w
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generalized supervision of
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his agents. He has ghaken up a
number of them.
Restiveness Noted

4. There have been evidences
leaking through the iron curtain
and hinted at in the Soviet press
of trouble inside the USSR,
particularly in the Ukraine. Such
restiveness might be one of a
number of factors contributing to
a cautious policy in the west.

5. There have been a number
of shakeups in various depart-
ments of the Soviet government,
notably in the construction and
supply fields, and there is con-
stant harping on the Inadequacy
of consumer goods. In one shake-
up, B. A, Dvinsky was fired from
his job of minister of procure-
ments, which has to do with agri-
cultural supplies. The job was
given to P. K. Ponomarenko, a
rising party functionary from
White Russia. In recent months,
Mikhail Suslov has slipped into the
job of edirot of Pravda, and his
fortunes also * apparently have
been rising. Apparently both these
men owe their rise to Molotov's
blessing,

Both Ponomarenko and Suslov
once were considered part of the
[cligue represented by Andrei
Zhdanov, who died several years
ago, Zhdanov himself once aspir-
ed to Stalin's chair. After Zhda-
nov's death, Malenkov's star rose
swiftly, He is credited with purg-
‘mg systematically many of Zhda-
nov's followers. Zhdanov was an
architect of the cominform. His
philosopky was similar to Molo=
tov's. He believed in constant
pressure.

In Partial Eclipse

Molotov at one time seemed in
| partial eclipse. He surged to the
forefront of world developments
last October, with Stalin away
from Moscow, and Malenkov pro-
bably with him. It was then that
l Molotov began applying new pres-
| sure against the west, typified by
the Prague declaration demanding
unification of Germany on com-
munist terms. It was also in this
period that a parade of western
Furopean communist leaders trek-
ked to Moscow—some ostensibly
because they were sick and needed
tregtment,

Molotov might have good reason
to consider himself abused., Al-
though he persistenly is ranked
formally next to Stalin, it is re-
ported that Stalin treats him like
a not-too-intelligent clerk. Win-
ston Churchill, among others, has
reported that Stalin enjoyed needl-
ing his aide. Molotov's wife, who
once held high positions in the
direction of the fish and perfume
industries, lost the jobs, appar-
ently at Malenkov's insistence, and
Molotov is said not to have taken
kindly to this.

If Stalin has decided to desig-
nate his heir, the guessing is that
a younger man than Molotov
would be selected. Molotov was 60
last March, Malenkov is 49 and
pure Stalinist. He now holds the
position—ruler of the whole com-
munist party apparatus—that Stal-
in held at the time of Lenin's death.
Malenkov Cautious

Bejowelled, scowling Malenkov
often has talked tough, but he is
believed nevertheless to be the
man who successfully urged the
ending of the Berlin blockade
when that venture brought too
close the danger of a shooting war
in Europe. Last March Malenkov,
in his last speech to be published,
apparently was returning to such
cautious ways. His pre-election ad-
dress for the Supreme Soviet found
him dealing with Stalin's theme of
the co-existence of the two sys-
tems. Beria made a similar speech.
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PROTECT YOUR CHILD'S
PRECIOUS VISION!

Childhood diseases and eyestrain from schoolwork
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To modernize the triumphant

*They came. They saw. It conked

In other words, folks are calling
this smart-stepping '51 Buick

Wherever you look, you find rea-
sons for this fervor.

The SeeciaL blossoms forth with a
full line all its own — Sedans,
Rivieras, Convertibles — new in

ratio—new in performance—new in
thrift — smartest car for its price
that Buick ever offered.

The SupkERr has everything it takes
to make it the standout performer
and buy of the middle-price

And the RoOADMASTER literally tops
all previous standards of comfort

WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES ARE BUILT
BUICK WILL BUILD THEM

and luxury. You sink hip-deep
an old campaigner—

ture of custom excellence.

-

from the generous glass areas

windows.!

in power-to-weight

roomsarcdrawiqgthecmwds.

double-thick, pillow-soft Foamtex
cushions—feast your eyes on new °
fabrics that have the look and tex-

You can enjoy the sweeping view

the ’51 Buick to the fullest — for
now you can have glare-and-
heat-reducing windshields and

Add to all this the mighty power
of Buick’s Fireball engine — the
superb smoothness of Dynaflow
Drive—a ride that’s the marvel of
the industry—and you can under-

stand why Buick dealers’ show-

NO OTHER CAR
PROVIDES ALL THIS:

DYNAFLOW DRIVE® — saves sirain on driver,
reduces wear on many parts of car FIREBALL
POW ER—high-compression, valve-in-head engine
gets more good from every drop of fuel by
“cyclone” combustion found in no other automobile
¢ PUSH-BAR FOREFRONT—combines smart style
and unsurpassed protection *+ WHITE-GLOW
INSTRUMENTS — greater clarity ot night
TORQUE-TUBE DRIVE—stecdies ride, improves
driving conirol * 4-WHEEL COIL SPRINGING—
cushions ride, saves servicing costs * DUAL VEN-
TILATION—outside air fod separately to right or
left of front compartment * SELF-ENERGIZING
BRAKES—hydraulic—multiply pedal-pressure five
times at brake drum * DREAMLINE STYLING—
fopered, cor-length fenders, gleaming sweepspears
on most models

Plus: selfdocking luggoge lid, StepOn parking broks, fwe-
way ignition lock, Safety-Ride rims, Hi-Poised engine movating,
Body by Fisher

in

of

*Signdard on ROADMASTER, optionsl o

Better go, see for yourself, what all

the excitement’s about.

presently cvoilsbls i Cslivforwmis or Massschusstiy)

388 N. Commercial St.

{Optional ot entra cost~availshls om wmost models. (Ned
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