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The Post’s Commission

Recently the Washington Post, one of the

eountry’s enlightened newspapers, ran a lengthy
editorial reviewing the national situation and
arriving at the recommendation of a commis-
gion to study and report on the state of our
national security: The alleged communist infil-
tration, civilian defense, military budgets, new
weapons.
" President Truman in his Thursday press con-
ference rejected the idea (which some members
of congress had rushed to endorse). He said he
was trying to run the government under the
constitution and didin’t think a super-govern-
ment was needed.

Whis time President Truman is correct. The
constitution is still alive and the government is
functioning. For him to name a commission as
recommended would imply a confession of his
‘own failure and ineapacity to handle the situa-
tion. It would imply his own lack of confidence
in the state depl:lxmt which has been under
primary attack, afd would be a direct slap at
the senate commitiee which is conducting the
current inquiry into the McCarthy charges.

There is no real national crisis over our in-

ternal security. What there is is chiefly a manu-

factured confusion, created for personal politi-
cal purposes. The Alger Hiss case has unsettled
the public mind. Building on this, Senator Mc-
Carthy has with violent, exaggerated and repe-
titious charges further confused the public. In
considerable degree this doubt and confusion
are welcome. Folk are inclined to believe what
they want to believe. The professional red-bait-
ers and anti-administration people feed greedily
on the McCarthy aecusations. It is just the stuff

~ they want. |

Such folk wotild not be satisfied with the
finding of a commission that communistic in-
fluence in our gavernment is minimal. They
would turn to lap up the next bucket of pre-
judice offered them.

#n this current agitation we need to maintain
a frame of reference on time and place. The Al-
ger Hiss case relates to a period of a dozen
years ago, at a time when the new deal was

_ still yeasty and young radicals wanted to make
‘ over America. Other instances of alleged “pro-

Russian sympathies relate to the war period
when Russia was rated as a strongly ally, when
all of us worried over the fate of Stalingrad.
Then communism had been degraded into a
popular front program and the west was eager
to-have Russia join in the war against Japan.

Since then the climate has changed. Com-
munist yeast has soured. Russia is rated an im-
placable foe. We even fumble around for fresh
alliance with late enemies to foil Russian ag-
gression. Loyalty boards screen all employes to
keep out any communists,

This confusion will pass. McCarthy's failure
to prove any of his charges is helping to clear
the air. He has injured the state department in
Its vital work both by diverting its energies
from tasks of great moment and in impairing
public confidence in it. In the end truth will
prevail; and on the showing thus far McCarthy

. and truth are far| apart.

During the civil war there were many who
questioned the way the war was being run.
were proposals then about commissions

and such. President Lincoln tactfully but firmly
turned them .down. He was wise as the event
showed. In.the present cold war we have a
commander and he has a staff. They are loyal.
Though Truman may not be a great leader he
s thoroughly American. As he faces grave world
problems he deserves for himself and for his

Next Few Months Expected to Show Just What

on facts and logic.

staff loyal support of the people, qualified as
always in a democratic society by retention of
the right of criticism of public policies, based

Fontana Ships Steel Pipe East

While he - Kaiser - Frazer corporation gets
most of the publicity and is having a tough
struggle in the highly competitive automotive
field, other Kaiser enterprises are burgeoning

and operating at fancy profits. Permanente Ce-

ment, Kaiser aluminum plants, and Fontana

Steel are all very prosperous industries, Henry

Kaiser’'s-original stake was made in construction
contracting and his construction organization is
handling big contracts, including, the Detroit
dam.

Fontana Steel breaks into the news again
with its sale of 255,000 tons of steel pipe to an
eastern gas transmission company. The pipe will
be laid to carry natural gas from Texas to Illi-
nois. The contract runs to $35,000,000. The plate
will be rolled at the Fontana works east of Los
Angeles and shipped to Napa for fabrication.

This is a reversal of the normal flow of steel.
From the beginning of settlement on this coast,
steel has moved west from the eastern or mid-
western mills. Colorado was for a long time the
nearest place where steel was made on any
large scale. Came the war and Kaiser built Fon-
tana, and the government built the big steel
works at Geneva, Utah, now owned by U. S.
Steel. Kaiser financed his enterprise with an
RFC loan, Lately he bought the Utah Fuel com-
pany to insure his supply of coal.

Geneva and Fontana have greatly reduced
western dependence on eastern steel, Other
companies to compete have to meet the local
prices. In the present strong market prices are
high, and that doubtless enables Fontana to sell
pipe for midwestern delivery. The presence of
these two big mills in the west greatly streng-
thens western economy, insuring a nearby
source source of steel and giving some relief
from the burden of high transportation charges
from the great steel manufacturing centers,
Henry Kaiser deserves a great deal of credit for
his ddventurous spirit. The recent difficulties of
his automobile undertaking should not obscure
his conspicuous success in other fields.

Award of a contract for piers on the new
bridge to West Salem means a definite start on
a great peeded additional cfossing of the Wil-
lamette. Let us hope that it will not take as long

to complete this bridge as it has the one at
Independence,

The Berlin youth putsch will fizzle as far as
making any real threat to west Berlin is con-
cerned. Russia isn't disposed to start any real
trouble. If it had béen it would have done so
two years ago when the airlift got started.
Their bark is still a lot worse than their bite.

m—

We are getting into the second anniversary of
the Vanport flood of Memorial day, 1950. Con-
ditions are quite similar on the Columbia save.
that dikes have been strength the people
are alerted; and nature seems to a bit kind-

~er in regulating the flow of water she is send-

ing down this drain.

Judith Coplon, convicted of doing spy work
for Russia, is marrying her attorney. Anyway,
she won when she lost.

Strength Lies Behind the President’s Smile
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(Continued from page 1)

By Stewart Alsop
WASHINGTON, May 27—He
smiles all the time. If you attend
one, of the President’s weekly

press conferen- R 2 4

ces, that is like- | ;
ly t4 be the first 5
thing you notice g
about this natty, 847

Americans, is what he is, For
here is a man who carries as
heavy a load of responsibility as
any president has ever carried.
During no other presidency, after
all, has an aggressive and ruth-

”'lﬁ’ potential enemy been cap-
able

of inflicting mortal wounds

~on the United States itself.

threat of war, or failing that, to

win a war if war came.
* & »

The jaunty president must be
aware of these facts. He must

-shaep - faced Yet Harry Truman smiles on. termined effort will make it pos-
cuddy - com~ | What Hes behind the smile? A sible to deny Western Europe to
man, || man of courage and stature, oran the Red army by the time the
whocarcies Il amiable politician, catapulted by Soviets have a decisive atomic
such an appal- a series of incredible accidemts stockpile. Moreover, the experts
load of Te- into the presidency? By the end believe that in this case the Sov-
ibility. of this year, it should be pos- let leaders could not risk war,
With some peo- sible to answer this question with simply because they would know
it requires some assurance, they could not win it. If Soviet
2 conscious ef-  Justph Alsop The reason is simple. President communications could be gut
fort to smile. " Truman Is now confronted with while the Red army was Qn
With President Truman it ap- _ /@ hard, clear-cut choice. The Na- the “offensive capabili-
rently requires a conscious ef- 'tional Security council is even ties of the Red army -could be
o o Ao now wrestling with this choice, quite quickly undermined.

the final responsibility for any undoubtedly been studying the
decision. The choice is between a estimates of the experts on the
real effort to place the Atlantic scope of the effort required to
&nmxtmdig asnw!:;lﬁin:pm- make lhemciefm of Western
[ ense, or -measures Eyrope a thing instead of the
and business-as-usual. sham it now is. The cost of this
y A A country alone— and this assum-
Here are some of the uncheer- es a major effort by the Euro-
ful facts of which the smiling peans— would probably run to
E‘-ﬂ must be aware. The between $2,500,000000 and $3.-
estimates are that some time 000,000,000 over a period of sev-
between 1952 and 1054 the Sov- eral yesrs. At the same time,
let Union should be capable of a the military strength of the Uni-
surprise atomic strike which ted States would have to be de-
would knock out between 25 and = cisively increased. :
40 per cent of the American war This would mean continued
uu-gihmdm'm:: battles with mlé
defense effort is decisively asug- lationists, the abandonment of
mented, the Red army will at the costly domestic projects, even
same time be of overrun- possible repudiation by the con-
Western and neu- m.tmmnana
Great Britain. choice, which must be
The Union is far less often in the mind of the presid-
vulnerable to atomic ent as_he smiles so cheerfully.
than the United States. The Others can advise. But only he
4n the Kremlin believe that war can make the choice. So we
is sooner or later inevitable. Un- should soon know what lies be-
der the circumstances outlined hind the sgmile.
above, the Soviets could hope to ¢ t. 1980, New York
gain their ends by the mere Tribune. Inec.)

the stuff to the dump. Day after
day, week after week, month af-
ter month; and at 45 nothing
ahead for 20 years but emptying
garbage buckets in his truck and
driving out to the dump. Who
wouldn't rebel at the chore and
the obscurity?

Perhads Sidney was something
of a cutup, something of a card
when the men gathered at the
pub for a pot of ale, come night-
fall. Perhaps he was the town
jester who saw a chance to break
into brief if perilous fame, Per-
haps his cronles in the taproom

ut him up to it—"*What a

ugh, you'll make, Sid, when you
trail the queen and mock her
postures.”

It was the old Nick in him,
that’s sure, the very devil himself

finding escape, whether done by |

premeditation or on the spur of
the moment, In Debington ev-
eryone knew him, of course,
knew it was Sidney Cooper, the
garbage hauler, who lived with
a parcel of children in the alley
off Cheshire street. And what a
laugh he did create from the
groundlings and the youngsters;
and what a scolding did he get
from the ladies and gentlemen
who lived on the hill! Such im-
pertinence, suich audacity, such a
disgrace to Debington, — Why,
Her Majesty will never come this
way again,

Now Sidney cries In his ale
at the pub; no unemployment
benefits. And what a scolding

he gets from the old lady at home, | ,

—“You with your smartalecky
tricks, you with your cheap ridi-
cule of the queen. Now what are
we going to do? How will we
pay the rent, come first of the
week? How will we pay for a
bucket of coal or food for our
eight children?”

Scorn, after all, is shortlived.
Pity has greater endurance. No
sooner had the town council con-
firmed the discharge of the luck-
less garbage truck driver and

. “Poor
Sidney, he meant no 'arm. And
there's his poor family; what will
they do? Get "im his job back
or they'll all be on the town.
Let's ask the gueen to forgive,
tbexl the town council may for-

:

The Safety Valve

Favors Reduction
In Amusement Tax

To the Editor:

Lately when my family and I
attend the Salem theatres we
see an announcement on the

screen that we are paying 20 per
cent federal excise tax on our
theatre admission.

Also, in the theatre lobbies are
small petitions for patrons of
the theatre to sign, and which
are to be sent on to Congressman
Norblad in Washington, D.C.

Now it appears to me that the
only way this country is ever go-
ing to get back in good, sound
financial shape is to stop over-
spending and over-taxing. A 20
per cent tax on a working man
for an evening’s Amusement in a

And I, for one, am certainly go-
ing to write Congressman Nor-
blad to express my views on this
vicious and unfair tax.

I would like to know if the
Statesman has received any
statement from Congressman
Norblad in which he sets forth
his views on this subject. Is ha
for the repeal of this tax, or is
he going to support it?

Ben E. Wengler

Rt. 3, Box 223
Salem

Editors Note — The Statesman
has no information on Congress-
man Norblad's views on the ex-

theatre is simply going too far. cise tax.
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lamette valley . . . even the kids will enjoy
xmﬂu..

in to wash their hands.

lots of places along the road to
take little Mike or Margis

is good . . . close to ele-
e the 1,580-foot mass of con-

steel will soon go up the high-
way rises in easy sweeping curves . . . here
the road of watered macadam Yand a little
dusty on dry days), broad and as smooth
as pavement . . . lots of view points where

the road hangs onto a cliff-side hundreds of feet above the

canyon river.

At the exact site of the main dam you can get out of your
car, stretch your muscles, and view the most breath-taking pan-
orama in the state (or on the west coast—or, if you're patriotie,
in the nation) . . . you can see where crews have denuded the
mountain sides of their tree-covering where the huge reservoir
will be . .. the canyon basin winds back away from your sight
« « « straight and far below the diversion tunnel is routing the
river around the work area ., . . to you the workmen down

therg: look like ants,

Straight across the canyon, higher than you, even on a
mountain top they are preparing a rock quarry ... you can
see where the rocks will come down the mountain side . . .
carried across a smaller canyon on an endless conveyor belt
and then dumped into huge bins . .. then to the crushers.

Pouring of concrete for the 463>feet high, 335-feet wide
dam is expected to begin in the latter part of June . . . already
workers and their families are flocking in seeking work .. . only
a small portion of them will be hired—even when the work is
in full swing . . . this will be partially averted by circulating
cold water through cooling coils in basal section of dam.

Now you can pile back into the car and keep going up
the road .. .on top of the world, you can look out far over
the mountain ranges . . . some still snow covered (residents
there say the weather is “a month late this year”) . .. at
Tumble creek you see off to right Mt. Jefferson rising from
surrounding hills like a mound of ice cream . .. pretty soon
you are at Detroit and back on the old highway.

From there, after a big pow-wow with family, you can turn
around and head back . . . or you can continue on up the “pride
of Oregon” highway past Marion Forks and Big Meadow to

junction with South Santiam highway

. « « then on back down

through more rugged Oregon scenery through Cascadia, Sweet
Home, Lebanon to Albany ... and then home to Salem or other
points . . . in plenty of time to mow the lawn before dark.

Atomic Plant
Strike Laid to
Union Politics

government econstruction here.

a
OAK RIDGE, Tenn., May 27-(#)
~Informed sources in the AFL la-
borers union said tonight that
intra-union politics had spurred
{the wildcat walkout that halted

And the banning of the schedul-
ed June 1 election in the laborers’
local by the union's international
president .may pave the way to

complete settlement, these sources
said. The union leaders withheld
use of their names.

With work on $250,000,000 in
projects halted by AFL worker
groups, union officials at all levels
have ordered and pleaded with
members to return to their jobs.

The walkout was touched off
last Wednesday by some 700 mem-
bers of laborers’ local 818, at that
time reportedly disgruntled by
failure of an arbitration hearing
the previous day to hand down an
immediate decision in a2 wage con-
troversy, The arbitration was ar-
ranged by the atomic energy la-
bor relations panel, headed by
William'‘H. Davis of New York.

Pave the Way for Golden Memories
“For Graduation”

It’s

AMERICA’'S FINE WATCH
FEATURED BY
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Underline & proud day with a proud gift
« « » & distinguished Hamilton.

No watch expresses your feeling more per-
fectly . . . because Hamilton means tradition
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Give the watch America respects ,

390 State Street
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A KIRK 14K naturad
sold . .. $132.00 /
B.LADY HAMILTON A-2 /)
2 diamonds . . . $12000 =%

C BERNICE 14K natural
or white . ... $100.00
D. DONALD 14K natural
gold case . . . $100.00
E. FORBES 14K nataral
gold-filled . . . $71.50 .
F. CAROL 14K natural
gold case . . . $71.50
G.DARRELL 10K natural
gold-filled . . .. $37.73
H.GAIL 10K natural or
white gold-filled, $57.73
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THE HOUSE OF FINE DIAMONDS

Dial 4-2223




