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of 25,000
today in this ci some 25,
persons after tw?: municipal res-
ervoirs went completely dry early
morning.

Tonight the mayor and Police
Chief A. M. Gallagher ordered all
theaters, taverns, public meetings
and dances closed because of the

Aberdeen gystem in 20 minutes
f& ged!dnotmt
reports that many people were
:&rmm in various contain-

ers. ‘

Fire Chief Charles Borum saild
the fire threat was the greatest in
the city’s history. He said if a
fire broke out now, it could be as,
disastrous as that of 1903 when
the entire city burned because of
fnadequate supplies.

Sending

Pumpers
eighboring cities of Montesano,
= and Buqu::n

Cosmopolis
sending what pumpers they can 1o
aid Aberdeen in the emergency.

Silverton Men
Jailed After
Head-On Crash

Two Silverton men landed in

the erash.

Charged with driving' while in-
foxicated was James Edward
Baylie, Silverton star route. Carl
Berton Riggs, Silverton, a passen-
::hin Baylie's car was charged
. being drunk on a publié¢ high-_‘

&y, p v "

State police, who made the ar-
rest, had been alerted minutes

Midgets Wed
In“Tom Thumb’

Ceremony

ASHLEY, Feb. 4 (/- A
genuine “'l‘c;“' Thumb" wedding
y climaxed a romance begun
n years ago as two -mi ts
were married in Holy Rosary Ro-
man Catholic church.
Looking lige a queen-size doll in
a satin wedding gown she had
made herself, Qdette Pilkerton, 36,
of Nashville, Tenn., three feet ten
inches tall, became the bride of
Joseph A. Katalik, four feet six, of
Ashley, while a crowd of 2,000
jammed the church and surround-
N
the wedding were
twelve midgets, some of as-
sociates of the bridal couple when
they appeared on 'the stage with a
travling Ziegfeld {follies troupe
and Rose's Midgets.

AFL Charges
Russ’ Policy
Aims at Jews

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. Feb. ¢ ()
~Leaders of the American Feder-
ation of Labor charged today that
Stalin is trying to wipe out Jews
behind the iron curtain.

The AFL's executive council
said Russia is imitating Hitler by
making life miserable for Jews as
a class—in a way that means “vir-
tually sentencing these human be-
ings to death.”

These es were included in
a coun statement urging the
senate to ratify quickly the pend-
ing international treaty against
de. This is the term that has
given to the international
destruction of racial, national or
religious groups.

The AFL council said what Sta-
lin is doing to the Jews is a “trag-
ic extension and frightening in-
novation in this crime of mass
murder.”

The American Federation of

Labor keeéps a force of trained ob-
servers in Europe operating close-
ly with underground movements
in Russia-dominated territory.
" The council said the genocide
treaty would mean international
sanction could be a&plied against
this treatment of Jews and
“against the destruction of life
through slave labor.”

'Suicide Vietim

Writes Report
For Coroner

SEATTLE, Feb, 4-(#-A young
man, found dead today in his gas
| filled apartment, wrote his own
coroner’s report.

‘Deputies found a letter address-
ed to the coroner’s office near the
body of 27-year-old William G.
Benedict of Seattle. It read in

“It is not necessary to justify
my actions as I consider suicide
an individual right. My reason is
too complicated to explain — so

cation | merely say ‘despondency.” ”

Mrs. Parker
Hospitalized
After Accident

Mrs. Edith Parker, Salem route
7, was in Salem Memorial hospi-

= Richland Firm

To Close, Says
‘Rent Too High’

RICHLAND, Feb. :4 -(#)- First
major cancellation of a business
lease in Richland was disclosed
today by William Simonds, oper-
ator of the Richland Motor com-
pany (Ford).

Simonds made the disclosure in
an announcement that he is liqui-

ated the Ford agency here since
September, 1944. In his announce-
ment he said “fantastic rents” had
forced his decision.

He also stated he felt the atom-
ic energy commission had not act-
ed in faith in negotiations
which ve been carried on for
about a year to get a “fair rent”
and the right to have his own
choice for a new site. -
$100,000 in Rent

Simonds is operating in a gov-
ernment-erected building. Since
he has been in Richland, he has

more than $100,000 in rent,
said. This includes $50 for ev-
ery new car he sells. He estimates
he has sold 1,000 new cars since

was “that the “master plan” puts
the t site as a part of the
civic center.

where he would be permitted to
build new facilities at his own ex-

DR hias been nothing But e~
and counter - »
imonds said. “I have found Gen-

personally
until last Tuesday when they were
notified of my decision.”
Simonds said that neither of
the sites designated was accept-
able to him.

Acheson Points
To Decision

Offered China

WASHINGTON. Feb. 4 -(/)-
Secretary of State Acheson said
today that the Asiatic people have
a decision between moving toward
the free west or toward Soviet
communism and we must not risk
“hasty or ill-considered action™

that might do “i.rretanble harm.”

Acheson gave his views in a
letter made lic by Senator
Lehman (D- NY),, who wrote
Acheson that he was trou-
bled “that no positive course sug-
gests itself” in China.

“l assume,” he said, “that we
must seek the closest possible
contact with the Chinese people
and show them that our desire is
. « . the advancement of their wel-
fare and their interest .. .”

Acheson replied: =

“I folly understand your un-
easiness that no positive course for
us to follow within China suggests
itself. You have gone on to sug-
gest, however, what, I think, is a
positive course and, in the long
run, a most important one—we
should seek to maintain the friend-
liest relations with the peoples of
Asia, and we should show the
Chinese people that our desire is,
as it ever was, the advancement
| of their welfare and interest,

dating his business. He has oper-.

Jury Convicis Man

GRANTS PASS, Feb, 4 -(/)- A
circuit court jury convicted Frank

Flat moonshiner.
Wilson was killed after a drink-

ing bout in his cabin Dec. 23.

" Judge O. J. Millard set Tues-

day for sentencing.

Dispute Centers
OverEventual
Fate of PP&L

SPOKANE, Feb. 4 -(#- Ap-
proval of an offer to buy control
of the Pacific Power and Light
company® “assures continued ope-
ration of the utility by private in-
terests,” the Spokesman-Review
said tonight in a front page story.

The paper quoted an “authori-
tative source™ as saying that the
PP&L will not me dismembered
and sold to public utility districts.

The story referred to the se-
curities and exchange commission
approval yesterday of a $16,125,.-
000 offer by a New York syndi-
cate to buy common stock con-
trol of the utility that serves
Washington and Oregon. The syn-
dicate is headed by A. C. Allyn
and Co., and Bear, Stearns and Co.
investment banking groups.

In Seattle today, a leading pub-
lic power advocate expressed the
opposite view from the Review
story. Frank A. Stewart, manag-
ing director of the Washington
Public Utility Commissioners’ as-
sociation, hailed the approval as
“a victory” for public power.

'I"he New York syndicate, mean-
while, has announced it will have
no statement on the situation at

least until Monday.

Broken Hips
Hospitalize 2
Salem Persons

Two Salem residents were hos-
pitalized Saturday with broken
hip8 incurred in falls at their
homes.

In Salem General hospital with
a fractured left hip was Frank
Needham, 63, 1000 McGilchrist st.
Needham fell from a stable door.

Jesse Lucas, 81, 823 N. Com-
mercial st., was in Salem Memorial
hospital with a fracture of the left
hip incurred in a fall on the ice
near his home.

Both men were taken to the hos-
pital by Eddie's ambulance after
receiving treatment by the Salem
first aid crew.

Enrollment of
200 PE Majors
Visioned at OSC

CORVALLIS, Feb. 4-(#)-About
200 students may take advantage
of Oregon State college’s new
physical education department.

Dr. C. Langton, head of the
physical education department,
said an enrollment of about 200
appeared likely, now that the
state board of higher education
has granted OSC a physical edu-
cation major. :

The new plan will go into ef-
fect at the start of fall term. It
will not involve any new courses
or additional teaching personnel,
but will enable students to re-

ceive a degree in physical educa-

Morse Urges
GOP to Adopt

'New Platform

CUMBERLAND, Md., Feb. 4-(P

ySen. Wayne L. Morse (R-Ore)

told republicans at an annual
Lincoln day dinner here to aban-
don the worn platitudes of the
“late lamented campaign” and
adopt a platform offering solu-
tions to the country’s problems.

" He urged the GOP to place
human wvalues and human rights
above materialism and called for
the carrying out of the platform
adopted at the 1848 convention.
He termed it “the most progres-
sive program developed by re-
publicans in 25 years.” ]
He ‘ehirged democratic leaders
with stalling and blocking reform
of the Taft-Hartley act so they
CO\_.lid carry it into the 1950 cam-
paign.

Morse told his audience of some
300 persons that both parties are
guilty of playing politics with
taxes. He contended both prom-
ised reductions in taxes and an
increase in appropriations which
he called a false economy.

“The economy of the country
must be expanded to meet the
fiscal needs of the government,”
he said.

He urged continuation of the
bi-partisan foreign policy and the
adoption of the Hoover commis-
sion recommendations.

The Oregon senator also called
for complete unification of the
armed forces, contending there
was a huge waste in the three-
headed set-up. He also asked for
a central procurement agency.

Fire Forces Boys
To Leap to Safety

ROSEBURG, Feb. 4 -(#)- Fire
broke out in a home at Glendale

from a second story window.
Donald Harbour suffered a
shoulder injury and cuts. Dake
gaiarmid escaped injury in his
p.
Also escaping safely from the
house were Donald’s parents, Mr.
and Mrs. W. T. Harbour; his
brother, and -Ruby Diericks.

The Ameriean ice industry pro-
duced 49,750,000 tons in 1949,

Storm Warnings
Ordered Down

SEATTLE, Feb. 4 -(- The
weather bureau tonight ordered
storm warnings down frof Ta-
toosh to Cape Blanco, through
the Strait of Juan de Fuca and
inland Washington waters.

Southeast storm warnings of
winds up to 50 miles an hour had
been' posted previously.

Columbia Basin
Plan Attacked
In Washington

SEATTLE, Feb. 4-{#)-Three
Washington state farm and labor
organization leaders branded the
army engineers’-bureau of recla-
mation plan for Columbia basin
development as “an illegitimate
CVA”

They did it in a letter to Presi-
dent Truman. The president’s ap-
proval of most of the army-recla-
mation eoordinate plane was an-
nounced yesterday.

The letter was signed by E. M.
Weston, president of the state fed-
eration of labor; Henry P. Carsten-
sen, state grange master, and Roy
W. Atkinson, regional CIO direc-
tor. All are officers in the league
for CVA. The letter was released
by the league’'s office here.

“We want you to know,” they
wrote the president, “that the
great farm and labor organizations
of the northwest, representing the
majority of our region's popula-
tion, are determined not to take
any substitute for CVA"™

They contended that the recla-
mation bureau-engineers plan con-
tained no provisions for an inte-
grated flood control system, nor
for forest and soil management or
fish propagation.

They emphasized that they_do
not feel the joint plan, “however

today, forcing two youths to leap |

modified, is anything more than
a start in the right direction.”

SCULPTOR COMMISSIONED

PORTLAND, Feb. 4 ()~ Fred-
eric Littman, instructor of sculp-
ture here, was commissioned to-
day to execute a memorial at
Grand Coulee dam in the mem-
ory of Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the dam's builders. The contract

was awarded - by the bureau of
reclamation.

Plows Reopen
Columbia Gorge
Rail Routes

PORTLAND, Feb. 4 -(#)- Rail-
road plows churned new snow

out at 4 p.m.; the Streamliner was
due out at 9 p.m. and the Port-
land Rose at 10 p.m.

Washington’s Evergreen highway
was also blocked.

Icy runways kept the Portland-
Colu,;nbh airport closed for a sec-
ond night.

Brought inte Pertland

- Snowbound motorists picked up
along the Columbia gorge route by
the Union Pacific trains last night
were brought into Portland early
today.

Thirty five persons were re-
turned safe here at noon after
being marconed 9% hours aboard
a bus in a drifted area 30 miles
east* of the city. About 14 had
boarded a bus bound for Salt Lake
city Friday afternoon. The bus had
stalled twice. It was first helped

They

land bound bus there, but it was
caught between drifted areas en
route here.

Snow Used to
Wash Hands
As Water Fails

A.BEBDEBN.WASK.I'Q.%
The dry-up of the city’s water sys-
tem today reminded Mayor Ed
Lundgren of his early days In the
old country,

“First time I've washed my
hands and face in the snow since
I left Sweden,” he said,

Lundgren lives in one of the

city’s higher areas, where pressure
is insufficient to pump what

meager water is available.

House Pro ject
Scheduled at
Fort Stevens

HAMMOND, Feb. 4-(#)-Histor-
ic Fort Stevens is about to

ed ailments. The !

Clinie
and Hospital, qﬁw’m Bilvd,,
Excelsior Springs, Mo.

————
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