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Diplomacy—An Anachronism ? _

Any faith in diplomacy as a peacemaker in
today’s world is misplaced, Lord Vansittart of
Britain’s diplomatic Old School regretfully in-
forms readers of the January issue of Foreign
Affairs.

“The general decline in this century of artifi-
cial manners is rather worse than interesting;
and in no sphere has the downward curve been
so steep as in diplomacy. I began my job 47 years
ago (he was England’s under-secretary of state
in the pre-war years), and it was a fairly gentle-
manly one on the surface. “The rapine under-
. war in lace. Convention and
\ostensible courtesies were preserved.”

That international politeness is no longer a
tMdition in a century when traditions go over-
board, anyway, is nowhere so evident as the
recent breaches of accepted conduct by the
Kremlin's far-reaching foreign office: the af-
fairs in China and in Eastern Europe. Once de-
mands for recall of diplomats were almost un-
known” now they are everyday.

This, explains Vansittart, is because the old
diplomacy mainly existed to maintain good in-
ternational relations and well-informed diplo-
mats were considered an asset by both parties.
In an age less efficient and more affable, diplo-
macy was an instrument of civilization; its prac-
tioneers were trained for the trade and their
dealings with each other were secret.

Woodrow Wilson dreamed up “open conven-
ants openly arrived at” but that didn't work
either. The “personal diplomacy” of World War

II—Harry Hopkins' activities and the Big Four'

conferences—produced such unfortunate results
as the downright Immoral deals handed Poland
and China. “Popular diplomacy” today is an
attempt to bypass governments by appealing
over their heads to their people. The Voice of
America broadcasis are in that class. So are the
The latter is what Vansittart calls the New
Diplomacy of Totalitaria. It is thoughtfully cal-
fsulated to create and maintain bad internation-
al relations which are an accepted condition for
the survival of communist Russia and for world
revolution. 'he missions of the Cominform are
employed solely for hostile propaganda, sabo-
tage, subversive and espionage. * y are the
knaves who recruit the fools”—who carry the
communist line to gullibles everywhere.
‘Russia doesn’t want, can’t afford, friendly and
open exchanges with the West. Her emissaries
are the opposite of statesman; their task is to
create dissension and discord. They’ve succeed-
¢d eminently in the United Nations where dis-

. eussion has become vituperation.

This odious New Diplomacy precludes any
possibility of concluding peace treaties with the
former Axis nations or of making any other
EBast-West political agreements that will not be
just scraps of paper. Vansittart concludes: “So
long as the New Barbarians hold sway it (diplo-

. macy of the gentlemanly type) can never re-
| gain worldwide acceptance. We had better make

up our to that, and conduct ourselves ac-
cordingly.”

But he doesn’t say how. Like the other diplo-
mats trained to think and behave within the
ethics of that profession, he is at a loss as to

bow to play the game with no rule but ex-

”iency.

USO Surrenders Assignment

National officers of United Services Organi-
zation notified the government that the USO
would no longer be able to function as the
agency for conducting -recreation centers and
providing entertainment features for men in
military service. When the draft was reinstitut-
ed President Truman and the war department
asked for a revival of the USO. It was reactivat-

ed and has carried on for about two years. Now
it has reached the end of its financial resources
and is forced to surrender its assignment.

The explanation given was that it proved im-
possible to get in peacetime sufficient public
support for the USO. The people who had given
generously to the National War Fund during
the war could not be roused to the need of keep-
ing USO facilities for the peacetime army. With-
out financial straw USO could make no bricks,

This mood of the people is understandable:
it is a normal reaction after the excitation of
the war. Yet our young men in army, navy and
airforce do need such facilities as the USO pro-
vided. Most of them are youngsters, away from
home perhaps for the first time. They need the
friendly atmosphere and the moral security of
a USO shelter.

Now the burden will fall on communities in
the vicinity of military stations, on YMCA’'s, on
churches and other organizations; or else it will
be dropped and men in uniform will have to
depend on commercial recreation places or on
such social contacts as they can make individ-
ually. Somehow our love of the soldier oozes
fast when the war danger subsides.

Explosion on Mars

All over the world tomight astronomers will
have their telescopic eyes glued to the planet
Mars. They are observing the aftermath of a
terrific explosion reported seen January 16. The
blast shot a 900-mile-wide cloud 60 miles into
the atmosphere around the red planet.

Scientists won't have to look very far out in
space for an explanation of this phenomenon;
they'll find it, in Time.

A letter to the editor of the hewsmagazine
this week makes everything perfectly clear. A
correspondent relates that a prospector found a
rich strike of uranium on top of a little
in the Mojave desert back in 1947, Before
had a chance to file his claim a
appeared and settled over his strike. There w
a lot of blue flashes and a lot of loud clicking
and whoosh! the aeronautical pieplate took off
for the wide blue yonder. When the prospector
scouted the knoll with his Geiger counter again,
there wasn't a click in a carload of Mojave rock.

e

1947's high-flying discs were space-ships, prob-
ably from Mars. The conclusion, of course, is
that these space-pirates raided the earth for its
stores of atomic energy. Now they've produced
an atomic bomb; hence, the explosion on Mars!

Another man who faded out and wasn't
around Washington when the SEC wanted to
have him as a witness in the Pacific Power &
Light hearing was Robert W, Beck. Beck is re-
membered here as a short-time administrator
of Bonneville Power administration. In 1939
Beck urged amendments to the Oregon PUD
law which would have opened the way to Guy
Myers operations in this state. He was fired by
Secretary Ickes ffom BPA and later teamed up
with Myers on utility deals. Beck had worked
up reports to encourage the financial group to
buy PP&L stock with a view to resale of com=~
pany properties. SEC on Friday threw out the
proposals for the stock purchase,

A cartoon shows Commodity Credit corpora-
tion sitting on a pile of eggs—a four-year sup-
ply. Forturately they are dried so they will not
hatch to produce more chicks to lay more eggs
for CCC to buy and sit on.

A great to-do was raised in Washington a few
months ago about the five percenters. Guy My-
ers isn't in that class. He's a ten percenter,

Sec. Acheson May Hold Key to Super-Bomb
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Your Health

Wriiten by
Dr. Herman N. Bundensea

Alarming as it is to most peo- —

ple, fainting is only a symptom.
It may have grave or minor im-
plications, on the
cause. As in headache, these are
numerous and wvaried and can
be ferreted out in the individual
case only by a searching examin-

Fainting may develop also when
there is general weakness of the
heart muscle such as occurs in
myocarditis, which is an inflam-
mation of tl:e hgart :mtlculltu.re.

People with this condition
have a normal blood pressure
when lying down but when they
stand, the pressure drops sud-
denly. This drastic fall in blood
sometimes brings on a
attack. Bandaging the
legs so that the blood ecannnot
collect there, seems to be the
best treatment.

A fainting attack should never
be neglected. When such an at-
tack occurs there is need for a
thorough study hy a physician

to determine its cause. Thus, in
many instances serious condi-
tions may be

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

J.EM.: Will you please tell me
what foods to svoid in hyper-
acidity?

Answer: Foods that act as
stimulants, such as spices and
coffee, as well as alcoholic bev-
erages, should be avoided. Very
hot or very cold foods should not
be used. All foods should be
thoroughly cooked; mincing of
foods is helpful.

(Copyright, 1948. King Features)
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1. What is wrong with this sen-
tence? “He is the kind of a man
who can be trusted.”

2. What is the correct pronun-
ciation of “usually"?

3. Which one of these words is
misspelled? Strategy, strategem,
strategist, strategic.

4. What does the word “efful-
gent” mean?

5. What is a
with fl that means *
to rivers™? |

ANSW

beginni
of or relating

hr;:tnmu(!’r:namdthﬁ‘:::
up). Effulgent rays e
Fluvial,

Literary Guidepost

By W. G. Rogers
THE GOD THAT FAILED, by
Arthur Koestler, Ignazio Si-
lone, Richard Wright, Andre

Gide, Louis Fischer and Ste- .

phen Spender, edited by Rich-
ard Crossman (Harper; $3.50)
The six men whose essays are
assembled here all once embrac-

actually joining the party, and
have a2ll now abandoned it. In
this collective “confession,” as it
is called, they relate in wvarious
manners, Koestler tartly, Gide
philosophically, Silone with, emo-
tion, and so on, just how Com-
munism enticed them, and how
it later repelled them.

Gide is 80, and Fischer is
nearing the mid-fifties, and
neither was inscribed on Com-
munist party rolls. It is the oth-

GRIN AND BEAR IT

—

cipline; Gide found within Rus-
sia “all the prerogatives and
privil which I abhorred in
the old world;” Koestler's eyes
were opened in Spain to the
fact that everything he held dear
was incompatible with Com-
munism; Spender, drawn into
the party because of the Spanish
conflict, left it on same oC-
casion.

But the most significant as-
pect of their “confessions” may
be, not the indictment of Com-
munism_ though all six have left
it behind, but the charges level-
ed against the capitalist democ-
racies, though all six have re-
turned to the fold. Communism

looked good, they testify, be- |reco

cause capitalism looked bad. Out
of the bitter lessons of poverty
and injustice which several of
these men had the sorry chance
to study in their early years in
Chicago, in Germany, in Italy,
they learned to hope for some-
thing better, and they thought
for a time it was Communism.
If Christianity had not seemed
wanting to Gide, if democracy
and capitalism hadn't seemed
failures to the others, they would
not have been at all interested
in Communism.

Bankers to Spend
$5.125 in 1950 on
Agricultural Work

PORTLAND, Jan. 27 —<{(#)- The
Oregon Benkers association de-
cided today to spend $5125 during
this year on its agricultural work.
That's $665 more than in 1949,

Most of the money will go to
conduct contests among 4-H and
Future Farmers of America mem-
bers. The bankers plan contests in
soil conservation, style and dress
gdg’ning. farm shops, and other

The bankers’ executive and ag-
ricultural committees also decid-
ed to hold two conferences on ag-
riculture this year: in Portland
March 17 and in pendieton March
24. The purpose is to give bank-
ers current information on farm
problems.

Norpae Plant
Permit Filed

A building permit for foundation

and structural steel work for a
warehouse at 1515 S, 13th st., pres-

The permit, issued by the city,
engineer's office, calls for $4.300
in work on concrete footings, walls
and floor siats and erection of
structural steel, as first step in an
estimated $250,000 investment.

The plant will make aluminum
building supplies and will be the
lhomccmutor Norpac, as well as
the new Western Aluminum Corp.

At SalemSchools

By Gilbert Bateson
' Statesmam School Correspondent
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Police Given
Half of Khan’s
Stolen Jewels

MARSEILLE, France, Jan. 27

had been taken from their mount-
ings.

Experts said the dismounting
of the stones a professional

were a
diamond worth $114.000 and gold
settings valued at about $100,000,

PARRISH JUNIOR HIGH
Filing for second semester student body offices at Parrish was
completed Friday. The candidates will be introduced Monday at an
all-school assembly and will be voted upon in the home rooms Febru-

1
A liberator and a studenteer party delegate from each home room
wvoice their room's choice at the conventions to be held February 12,
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